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Berge nfieldj New Jersey 07621 jfc 7^ 

response to your letter which was received on 
June 14th, the FBI has never made any statements to the effect 
that Martin Luther King was a communist. Information of this 
nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a con¬ 
fidential nature. Further, I cannot furnish you any information 
about Senator Fulbright. 

Sincerely yours, w 
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/ vir ^/v'' NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Senator Silbright 


Is Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee ai^B is one of 

the leading critics of US policy towards Vietnam. He and his staff have 

_ bad numerous contacts with Sovtet-toleQ: officials and he has been a strong 

- sponsor of the proposed Consulaii : Tr«aty with Russia. In 1954, the 

—. Director noted that the Senator "piits^ politics above security interests of 

—- the countryl^ Lafet outgoing^fSena^o^ Fulbright 5/29/68 on constituent’s 

~ -111 inquiry. , 
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bad related to bln that he bad seen a panel show on a 
St. Louis TV station in?%hlch twojra^agents appeared and talked 
about Dr. MARTIN LOTHE*MciNG^flHHHP could not recall 


ter but suggested contact 



about Dr. MARTIN LUTHER^ 
details as 'related to his 
with his brother be aade. 

n 6/10/68 


e program to 

which he referred was not a TV program but was actually a radio 
program which he had heard on station KMOX, St. Louis. Those 
interviewed were not actual FBI agents but claimed to have 
been informants for the FBI. He was unable to recall the names 
but stated that one was a female and the other person intervlewe 
was a male. This occurred several weeks prior to the assassina~ 
tlon of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. These individuals indicated 
that they were confident that Dr. KING had Communistic , hC 
connections. j />lj 
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several others on a panel-^ype program on the topic "America's 
Future in 1968". Mrs. HOLMEXescribed herself as a former 
FBI u ndercover agent who was Member of the Communist n 0 

Party"Tor‘~a~-peTltrtrar-Beven years. It is noted thatTrs. ' —^ 

HOLME made several appearances in St. Louis criticiming 
militant civil rights activists. 



In view of the above, it is apparent that no 
FBI agents were actually involved in this matter and no 
further action is being taken. 
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.IKGAADfKG MARTIN LUTKER RING 

tasiiington post edition of nay 24, 1968 

By memorandum of May 27, 1968, the Attorney General 
Indicated that he is deeply troubled by the Drew Pearson - Jack 
.jsdersen column in "The Washington Post' 1 of May 24, 19S8, which 
'dealt with tfcg\ FBI’s electronic surveillance coverage of Dr, 

Parti ,; Out.!:.ft,:,:, King. as requested and approved by former Attorney 
General Kennedy. -J, 

The Attorney General noted that a portion of this column 
must have cone from secret documents, the contents of which were 
known to only a very few people in the office of the Director and 
in the office of the Attorney General. He stated that the disclosure 
of these facts in the public press evidences a lack of integrity 
in the Department’s system or in the personnel employed at some 
relevant time in his office and the Director’s office. He requests 
advice on any information as to the manner in which these facts 
were disclosed, or any theory how such data may have been released. 

Id no such information is available, he requests that an investi¬ 
gation be undertaken, if the Director deems such an inquiry feasible, 
to determine hew this release occurred. / 0 (, ( ~1 O 

Attached is a letter to the Attorney a 8 

reply in this matter. The Attorney General is itJhEft#the F3I@ 

-as :_aae a thorough analysis of the captioned article and has cade 
careful check of our FBI officials who norma 11 p..handle on » a fr e ets E 
rise the press. The Attorney General is assured that no officials 
, c_ this Eureau were responsible in any way in furnishing information 
as Pearson which formed the basis for this article. It points out p 
ass the information in question could have originated from a 
-~irly wide range of sources in that information regarding our 
electronic surveillance coverage of King received wide dissemination 
~n the Government, including the Attorney General’s Office, the 
solicitor General’s Office, the White House, the Vice President’s 
Cffice, military intelligence agencies, and the Central Intelligence 

- Cc 

"hiss 



DeLoach 
dv. Gale 

Sullivan 




□ 1GB ; N2-7 t 4968- 


c,S 


\7 

CONTINUED - OV£ir _;:2 - 


r 


v~-y 


I 


> ✓ 
f 


> 





. , v _.,cranium to It:. To 1 soo 
la: g_e.: Pearson - Jael: Anderson Column 

-.cgarding Eartin Luther? Kins 
..-Slingtou Post Edition of Kay 24, 19S8 

.'.gency. Tills letter also notes that such coverage of Kins has 
;v_ r-iously boot alluded to cn a number of occasions by the press, 
„ncluding a colunn by "Uasliagton Post” writer Richard Earwood 
Clearaary 25, 1SCC), in addition to other press coverage. 

In connection v/ith the appearance of the date July 16, 
till, in captioned article, as the date on which Kennedy first 
ir.-tr-.ctcd the FBI to conduct wiretap coverage of King, the 
..rtorary General*s attention is drawn to the fact that a number 
-•i i_„.ividuals outside the FBI were familiar with this request. 

.'-..-c of these would include Courtney -Evans, who received Kennedy's 
incuructiers in this natter, various Departmental officials who 
'.ere at that tine aware of Kennedy's interest in having the FBI 
act it ate this coverage of King, the Solicitor General, who was 
recently briefed by the Director concerning our electronic coverage 
of Flag, and certain current Departmental officials who were 
completely briefed by representatives of this Bureau regarding 
Kennedy's authorization of electronic surveillance coverage, in 
connection with a discussion of the possible use of a plea of 
insanity in the civil suit in Las Vegas against FBI Agents. 

The Attorney General is told that the FBI will be glad 
tc initiate investigation if he so desires. His attention is 
i called to the fact that any investigation of this type would 

* naturally entail interviews with all possible sources from which 
ole c.aea in question could have originated, including representa¬ 
tives of his office, the Solicitor General's Office, the White 
louse, the Central Intelligence Agency, and various other depart- 

• merits and agencies. 


Attached for approv-al is a letter to the Attorney General 
along the lines described above. Attached to the yellow of this 
letter are copies of pertinent documents in support of facts stated 
co the Attorney General. 
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employee Courtney Evans, who Is now a t eaporaw'3^ 
&*$l&yeu of the Depart event of Justice (and Whose crediblllty^^r 
Is subject to serious question' as a result of a number of vZ 
falsifications and distortions of fact lie fr ag made publicly 
rejardins FBI practices), was very much aware of this particular 
date as well as virtually all Information contained in tbe 
Pearson column. As you may recall, two FBI representative* 
questioned Ur. Evans quite thoroughly on December 24 ,. 1965 , . .... 
er.d on June 2, 1956, and reviewed with him numerous memoranda 
which he prepared in making a record of his pertinent conversa¬ 
tions with former Attorney Geheral Kennedy regarding electronic 
surveillance coverage by the FBI. 

. . * - * - »■ • - 

The Attorney General's Office, of course, was eware j 
of this date as a result of discussions between Evans and 
former Attorney General Kennedy regarding the coverage of Sing J 
in question. Such individuals as former Executive Assistant 
to the Attorney General Harold Reis would have boon aware of 
these discussions as would former Assistant Attorney General 
Burke Marshall in connection with Mr. Kennedy's Interest lal 
having the FBI institute electronic surveillance coverage on y&z** 
Dr. King. In addition, the Solicitor General has been briefed 
concerning the FBI's electronic surveillance on Dr. King*^^^^ : 

* * u v *+* h-. mm 

In connection with the desirability of a plea « 
immunity in the civil suit In Las Vegas against FBI personoiSt^Sr 
three FBI representatives on October 16, 1067, briefed two 
representatives of the Department of Justice relative to fomjurxv 
Attoraey General Kennedy's authorisation of microphones 
wiretaps. The date July 1C, 1963, was mentioned during 
briefing In connection with a discussion of our electronic , ' 

surveillance coverage of Dr. King. As yon are perhaps awaref% 
Kr. Kennedy first requested that a wiretap be placed oa 
King on July 16, 1963. The FBI's memorandum regarding authori^f. 
to make this installation was personally approved by 
Kennedy as of October 10, 1963. The wiretap, bow«Vfir| ; wi?^» 
not activated on Dr, King until November 8 f 1963. 

- For your Information, I did not bring up any referem&l' 

to wiretap or microphone coverage during my meeting with Dr, 

King on December 1, 1964, as alluded to in Mr. Pearson** 

1 $S»>Dt aware of any statement made by Dr. King after t 
joa&iDca which was "surprisingly favorable** to the 
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Reports of Dr. Eire and his activities* involving S 
’ #*P|* ‘debauchery* and including infiltration and do^inattoslfe, 
fey jCtwiausists, were discerninsted to authorized sources cm a v-- 
aunfcer of occasions. In fcsndlfng our hezvy res^isibi lilies 
in the field of internal security, it would be unthinkable 
not to disseminate ouch iafonaatioo. Your office, the Vfeltw 
^o*se, the Vico President^ office, the military intcllinei.ee 
,,^-uac^ and tbo Central Intelligence Agency* have been the 
reel*:lento of these classified reverts. As you can*veil 
5 p;;re cl" to, chore it Is necessary to dlsse&lnate to other 

ics la the government, the risk of lea Its is ever present* 

1 ac always disnuyod when infomation of the above 
nature is given to unauthorized sources* I have alco been 
{.uoatljf concerned, as you know, over the extreme harts which 
hzv teen caused as a result of the disclosure of microphone 

ia numerous organized cri?ia eases which, ui>on*general" 
ai,»!/or specific authorixntica of tho Attorney General (and 
later installation by this Curecu), were fully exposed, Is well 
as* the lojs pertaining thereto* in Federal court. This 
occurred now in at least 27 instances. Ky objections to such r 
procitfuren have been u&do known to you* both orally by vy *•**<■**!; 
rap re uenta lives, and In writing. - ;: ,#g. 


Considering the unjustified criticise that has bees 
leveled at the IHI over tho years by Ce&srs. Pearson and ~ s r - 
Anderson, it is inconccivnblc that any FBI employee having- 
accees to such data would volunteer information of* this Baton* JL 
to three columnists. 2 cannot provide this saae guarantee 
with regard to a number of forcer employees. 

~ ■■ -— 

- ^ This Bureau trill, of course* be glad to initiate ; ^ i 

an Investigation of the circumstances surrounding the Pearson ~ 
Andcrcoa column in question, if you so desire. Too say bo 
ar cured once again, however* that such information did aot,^4#~-4> 
originate from representatives of this Bureau. I also tiidi'feS; 
to call to your attention that any Investigation of this t yp*?* 
would naturally entail Interviews with all possible sources 
referred to in this letter, Including representatives of yoar'?' 
office* the office of the Solicitor General, the Vhite fimjee* 1 
fUlUiy Intelligence agencies* and various other DcpartoeStS^^ 
«sd Afitancica. ... 
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June 11, 1968 




ee, Wisconsin 53209 



Dear 


Your letter of June 4th has been received. In response 
to your inquiry concerning communist activities or affiliations of 
Martin Luther King, Information of this nature, whether substantiated 
or hot, cannot be released because of a Department of Justice order 
regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I regret I cannot be of 
assistance in this instance. 


Sincerely yours, 
l Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Milwaukee, Wis. 
53209 

June 4, 1968 



Dear Sirs 


I waftfld like to ask a few questions about the late 
Dr. Martin LutherXing. 


1 - Did he have any communists affiliations. 

2 - How many of his aides if any were commies. 

3 - A1 so how many of these Negro organizations are 

just Communist fronts. 


— - J __ 
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the church. 


I hope you will answer these questions or send me 
some information which will help me. 


Yours Truly, 
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Lim Dearl 

Tour letter of June 4th, with enclosed article, has 
been received and I am grateful for your kind remarks regarding 
my administration of this Bureau. It was thoughtful of you to fur¬ 
nish me your views concerning the matters you mentioned.^ 

Sincerely yours, 

ALL IMFOftfsiATIOi'i CONTAINED , - BtorHo<w< 

HER El' : : "S:riED 

DATEA-J'±I . 

NOTE: Bufiles indicate in February, 1959, correspondent was 
included on a list of individuals contacted by a representative of 
the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, a group cited as being 
a communist front by HCUA in 1959. The enclosed article is the 
Allen-Scott Report which appeared in the Portland, Maine, "Press 
Herald" on 6-1-68. 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director., Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20535 


Sir: 


/; 


Washington, D. C. 
June 4, 1968 



2000P Ml - S; 

Mr. Tavil .... 
Mr. Ti-r.ij- 
Tele. Room . 
M:r.» H 
Miss Candy 


Having read the enclosed Allen-Scott report with much interest, I wish now 
that I had written you back when the urge was even greater than now, but 
I have a "law of my own" about not acting when there is a risk that emotion 
might override good judgment. Whatever the crisis, however, there is the • 

solace of trust in your capabilities, which is certainly of no small account, f 
and I must add that again time has proven this trust to be a worthy one. 

I was appalled at the reaction of our brain-washed public and how good a 
job the news media did convincing millions that King was some sort of 
"supreme being." From the time he was slain, each newscast cried louder 
than the last for collective action but there was no collective action. 

Finally, I heard the Pope of Rome had compared King with our Saviour! It 
was like no one knew how to arrest the development of the situation or they 
did not want to. I had thought I was familiar with the way distasteful 
reality could be represented by the human mind, but whatever the influences 
and however malignant, I could not reconcile them being sufficient for such 
blindness in the general intelligence of our race towards the obvious ele¬ 
ments of the situation. It certainly was obvious enough to me that here 
was a man being praised who was literally trying to wreck our country. 

It still defeats me. But how refreshing to long last read an article such 
as this. 

|I believe King was an advocate of pure Communism and had every trait of a 
Communist, who would defy the law, lie, steal, burn, kill, and even destroy 
himself to achieve the aims of the Communist Party. I remembered you had 
once told the people that he was a notorious liar and I knew you must have 
had good reason for such a statement. But the people had forgotten that. 

Yet, everyone knows you have always been acclaimed one of the finest men 
in this country and have performed your very responsible job in a most 
{magnificent manner. 

I am sorry if I embarrass you and sound "carried away." You will know, 
though, that I am considered one of the "biased few" and hence unable to 
comnunicate with anyone where 1 work or where I live who shares my views; 
if, indeed, this is any excuse for looking to you to hear me out. 
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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 


2 


June 4, 1968 


To proceed with the real purpose for this letter* and in all fairness 1 
must add that I cannot base what I say on anything tangible* but have a 
strong hunch that King and a few Communists (and possibly a third party) 
agreed to do away with Martin Luther in order to help "the cause." I feel 
sure the Reverend -- in the role of a Communist -- would be willing. I 
think his ominous mention of "If I should die" was an unintended product 
of a sick conscience aware that death was imminent. I am inclined to 
I believe that he may have deliberately bent over on the balcony in order 
that the assassin might take good aim and do a clean job. You will recall 
I that Abernathy said at the time that had King not bent over as he did he 
| would not have been in the path of the bullet. 

Should these figments of my imagination not warrant any merit* forgive me, 
but this is a theory I have had from the beginning and* upon learning that 
letters along this line of thought are being received at your office, I 
have been encouraged to put my thoughts on paper to you. I myself admit 
it is rather farfetched but, at the same time, and to quote from the Fore¬ 
word in your famous Masters of Deceit, I ask myself, "Can it be possible?" 
I am also reminded of another quotation, by Daniel Webster, and one I am 
sure you have heard: "There is nothing so powerful as truth — and often 
nothing so strange." 

Since I may never have the occasion to write you again, in closing, may 
I express my sincere gratitude, as one American citizen, for a better life 
because of your genius; I am thankful for having lived in the same era 
with you and in the same land. 

Most respectfully yours. 


Enclosure 
[Clipping from the 
Portland Press Herald] 




The Allen-Scott Report 
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Is Studied For Clues 


WASHINGTON — The Federal Bureau 
of Investigation's massive probe of the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King 
is taking a possibly sensational turn. 

With James Earl Ray. the suspected 
assassin, apparently either outside the 

U.S. or now dead. r- 

FBI agents have S' • , 1 

increased their . / '•••, 

surveillance of sev. • v : 

e r a 1 American | 

Communists known \, ■ r 1 

to have been close- . ■. » 

ly associated with ! < <- ;/ < 

King, including one ' I >- 1 t 

who wrote speech- > ' i 

es for him in the % . / i 

n9c < ■ < 

— V. ! i 

This new devel- '■ s" ; / > 

op men t was trig- f i J T / ! 

gcrcd by evidence l .. Jt~< * .j 

gathered by the more than 1.000 agents 
who have worked on the mysterious King 
shooting and by several "tips’' and let¬ 
ters sent to the FBI. 

One of the most interesting of these 
"tips" came from an alert TV viewer 
and concerns the now famous "Mountain 
Top” speech King made on April 3, the 
night before his slaying, showing a pre¬ 
monition o: his impending death. 

“If the speech was truly made in 
Memphis on April 3 as reported." the 
letter pointed out, "then how can one 
account for King stating his age as 36 
(instead of 39) and why does he speak 
of dcmon.strnUng in Alabama twice dur¬ 
ing the speech?" 

Alter checking out the time and loca¬ 
tion of King’s final speech, several of the 
crack FBI agents assigned to the case 
decided to begin seeking answers to a 
number of their own questions, includ¬ 
ing; 

"If King had personally written that 
speech, why would he make mistakes 
like those contained in it — especially 
the one Involving his age?" 

"If the speech was written by some¬ 
one other than King, who was the author 
and when was it written?" 


THE ANSWERS TO these questions are 
considered highly important to the inves¬ 
tigation. since, if another persori was con- 

aarna/l in tVie nrom Hnn nf 

bi-iiivv in j. a nun ui wmi tv.ii, 

the w’riter might be able to shed new 
light on It — especially those mistakes. 

Also. If King had received help with 
..the speech, the passages dealing with the 
civil rights leader's premonition of death 
would probably have been fully dis¬ 
cussed. King's request to the Detroit po¬ 
lice d epartme nt for protection when he 


visited that city a few weeks before his 
death indicated be feared for his life 
then. 

Information gathered by the FBI on 
King, prior to his assassination, showed 
that a secret member of the Communist 
Party’s executive committee was one' of 
King’s closest advisers and speech wri¬ 
ters. 

This ghost writer lor King prepared 
many of his most famous speeches, ac¬ 
cording to testimony given by FBI Di¬ 
rector J. Edgar Hoover during a closed 
door meeting of a House Appropriation* 
subcommittee. 

Since Ray during his trips prior to 
| King’s assassination visited the same 
■ city in which this ghost writer lives, the 

I FBI is now Investigating to determine if 
tiie two met covertly. 

. Recent evidence gathered by FBI 
I agents in one of the most massive probes 
In the nation’s history has forced serious 
investigation of these possibilities: 

That somebody close to King or within 
his own organization tipped off his as¬ 
sassin as to the civil rights leader's rou¬ 
tine on the day of his slaying. 

That Ray was hired directly by cer¬ 
tain black nationalists who paid him with, 
money made available by ioreign 
sources. 

That an international Communist "as¬ 
sassin squad" was involved in the slay¬ 
ing. 


BECAUSE OF RAY’S mysterious trips 
to Mexico nnd Canaria shortly before the 
assassination, the entire U.S. intelligence 
operation, ranging from the Central In¬ 
telligence Agency to the Defense Intelli¬ 
gence Agency, has been pressed into the 
hunt for King's killer. - 

One CIA report indicates that Ray, 
who is linked to the murder weapon by 
fingerprints and ballistic data. mRy have 
visited Cuba during his Mexican trip, ac¬ 
cording to information furnished by » 
Mexican airline official. 

The FBI assumption is that, if there 
was a conspiracy to kill King, those in¬ 
volved made arrangements to spirit their 
hired killer out of the U.S. to Cuba via 
either Mexico or Canada. 


Probably the greatest Irony of the 

rnKo ftf If i*-krr■ *r n f-ciriQ i r tK rtf tDT 

■ VMg vs o a ksvii ip ufa^ s sjs 


Director J. Edgar Hoover, one of the 
civil rights leader’s severest critics when 
he was alive, is doing everything in his 
power to solve the case. 

On the other hand, King’s closest aides 
in the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference are showing little or no In¬ 
terest in whether the kUleiyi * .fmmd . 

tod- 10 v b- ~p 'J 
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The AG then told me that he was disturbed over Drew Pearson's 
nnnn v» orl in +h» Tr \A/5ich inert nn Pn«it" this mnrniner Ke asked me 

.yyuua vu S.44V “ — — — ^---<?" 


ix i knew the ’Washington Post” had deliberately cut out references to King 
being dominated by the communists and engaging in sex orgies. X told him 
I was not aware of this fact, that I did not talk to the ”Post, ” consequently, ? 

I did not know who had edited the Pearson column if, in fact, any editing 
was done. The AG stated that he did not believe the President had leaked 
this information. He then asked me if I thought the President had done this. 

I told him I did not know inasmuch as numerous sources had possession of 

r\ -in T>£»qT* cnnfo r>nlnmn howPVPr. 
wTiw ilil'Ji li.icU.luu wiii^n iio-c* *-»-* **i *-»'-'** — ww—....} - ~ ? 

admittedly a great deal of the column was distorted and had mistaken facts in it. 

^ I also mentioned that we did not condone Pearson's article 1 
in the least inasmuch as such an article could only serve to dry up our 
sources. I stated that despite this fact, however, the AG obviously knows 
that Bobby Kennedy was perhaps the only AG whose name has appeared in 
newspapers regarding electronic devices. I stated this was Kennedy's own _ 
inasmuch as he first raised the issue on a nationwide television 
program by attempting to lie out of a question and, at the same time, putt in 
tne FBI squarely in the middle. The AG quickly responded that Kennedy 
cbviousiy had attempted to lie out of the King matter inasmuch as he, the 
AG, had checked the record this morning and had ascertained that Kennedy 
rot only approved wiretaps in security and criminal cases but obviously hfld 
approved microphone coverage that was placed on Hof fa's attorney. 
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June 10, 1968 




received. 


Tour letter of June 3rd, with enclosure, has been 




In response to your inquiry as to whether Or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, informatlOQ of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. For the same reason, I cannot comment on your other 
question. ^ 


MAILED. Z 

JUN10 1968 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovef 


for 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Stamped sfclf addressed envelope being utilized in reply. 
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Pine Bluff, Arkansas 
3 June 1968 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Chief, F.B.I. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

d I have read in several different paperB that the late 
Martin Luther King was a Communist; also that he was either head of, 
or mixed up in, a wide spread car theft ring in this country. 

Will you please tell me whether or not he was listed 
as a communist with your department, and whether or not he was engaged 
in any way with a car theft ring. 

Thank you for an early reply. Addressed and stamped 
envelope enclosed for your convenience. 



Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


The Director 


DATE 


U - s'- 6 v 


FROM 


N. P. Callahan 


SEBJECT 


The Congressional Record 


Pft£M E4$84-t4*S5. Snydar, (R) KanUek*. 

pscsd in tba Tteord a statamant aatitiad bo Vo i a Hood THU atatamaot 
r Im fcaUfc distribUad by tha tat bar# a! Ua Oratory, ioxingtoa, Kaatueky. p 
r Tuia docua*ani atatas bha Two avar aaa again ao iuli a Hood or hypocrisy 
J as that in waicu toa land baa -tin awash U tha last waa&s? As tba aavaga* t 
loads iunarai pyrsa oat ©J pans ©X a huadrad ettias, a cravao ciargy dutUuliy 
ras^oadad to (ha Uiaat rubric# handad down trots* Tbs Croat Birdca^a, Lv C., 

- - - The;, cat ad him a great Christian, he who denied Ua trivially aa 
i Const and His Virgin Birth They caned him a man oX honour, ha woo 
- - Mr J. fdtar Boorar described as the most notorious Uar u the country, ’ 

% I ahsli always remember tha naspoa&ab a hypocrisy with which both 

politician and priest hart bat ray ad their country thasa last days la tbU 4 

sometime Uod oi ths tree, sometime home ei tbs brace 
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In the original of □ memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
_ Record for Co - wos reviewed and pertinent items were 

^JFcrjied T.or the Diracftr'^Attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
porMny <L anginal memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 

in appropriate Bureau-case or subject matter files. 
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June 10, 1968 


SL -/t+( S&uessA/L ^ 


REC -7 


Lob Angeles, California 00004 
Dear 


r 


Your letter of June 2nd, with enclosure, 
has been received and I appreciate the interest which 
prompted you to write and furnish me your comments 
on the matters you mentioned. I also want to thank you 
for your kind remarks regarding my work. 

With respect to your inquiry concerning 
Martin Luther King, information in our files cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order relat- 
ing to all matters of a confidential nature. te 


MAILED 2 

JUN10 1963 

^ * 

COMMFBf 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


Z~ r . __ • ....j.TH 

iXCi- 


Tolwn _ 

D.Loach _ 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Caspar _ 

Callahan _ 

Coruotj ___ 

F.lt 

SolllvaJ-J 

Tav.^ZJ 

T.l*. Rood 

HoIb.s _ 

Gandy - 


NOTE: Buflles contain no record identifiable with correspondent, 
per enclosure is a newspaper clipping with respect to Drew 
'..pearson's column wherein he indicated that Robert Kennedy 
ordered King's telephone tapped. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover 


Los Angeles, California 
June 2, 1968 

AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HER r, ' ; v ’ ;v. ^:FI3 

I clipped this article from the Los Angeles Times. 


I among many Americans have wondered why some one j 
didn’t come out with the truth about Dr. King. We are neither bigots j 
nor racist. We do pay taxes and respect the flag of our government. 

We do not feel this man deserved the lowering of our flag to him, which 
our boys are dying in Vietnam for the same cause that he was permitted 
to destroy this country with. 


I think if you will check in a magazine called 'National 
Review”, a weekly publication, and during the week of Dr. Kings assass¬ 
ination, you will find a picture of Dr. King & the article quotes him of 
bragging about his friendship with Dr. Du Bois, well known communist. 

We were reading this article the day our flag was ordered 
lowered for him. We felt very indignant over this. 


If you will check on a Florida State Legislative report, 

1965 in I believe in the month of May, prior to our Watts 1 riot here, you 
will find he was not the "peace maker” the politicians are trying to push. 

He was also one of the signers on a telegram sent to President Johnson 
to halt the Belgium Congo airlift. Consequently some of the nuns lost 

theirUves - J*£C 7 /Po ~fcit>6 3 aJ 

4 ** Jb v 13 'j 

I do not believe he left this world with clean hands. Our 

country has been turned into shambles, our Nation's Ca p t tola . . . 

camp", all riding on his name. I am not talking about Dr. King the Negro, 
but Dr. King the person he was, the real person he didn't fool everyone 
with. He preached one way and practiced another. This is not just my 
opinion alone. I am just as much in favor of equal rights for all Ameri¬ 
can citizens, but I think it is a right we should a ll earn a nd not be demanded. 
We all owe something to this God given country. ~1 know a lot of wonderful 
colored people, and they don’t go along with violence and ha^recL ^7 / 
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As far as you campaigning against the memory of Dr. 
King, believe me, It is my opinion he didn’t leave a very good one to 
be destroyed. 


I am not voting for McCarthy either, because he said 
he would replace you. I think that is poor thanks for a man so dedicated 
to his country as you have been in your service to this one. 

I say "thank you" and to all the men in service that offer 
protection to our country. 

From your number one fan, 


/s/ 


Sincerely, 





.os Angeles 4, Calif 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Bishd^jfa/ 

\ * . J 

iU ^ ^ 


Tolaon _ 

DeLoooh 




DATE 6-10-68 


. y 
yy 


'all ais an 
uOnfuu - 

Pelt _ 

Gal*- 

Rosen — 


, Sylltvan 
Tovei — 



i7«.) isasi in-:BL»ss;Fi t o 


Trotter - 

T*l«. Room 

Holme* - 

Gundy _ 


ATl a Jt-H BY S&Ly&xJ*- 

'■ *1?* 

A letter dated June 3, 1968, with enclosure, lias been 
»o£ojvorffrn m . captioned individual who is not identifiable in BufileS; 
flH^HPm^xpresses great concern over the current racial situation. 
^R^Selleves the middle-income-bracket taxpayer is being black-, 
mailed by Negroes, In her opinion, elected officials including Mayors 
and the Governors, are not doing their jobs properly and are f, vellow - 
bellied." She says they not only do not know how to intelligently eppe 
with riots, burnings and lootings, but they just hate to have other 
cities and states read and hear of such things in their areas. She names 
Mavor Lindsav as the most flagrant example of this situation and calls 

- —^ - - "rf - - ^ M. 

him a ,, niggerlover/’She expresses dissent toward the Presidents 
riot panel.^HH^^would like Mr. Hooyer to take time to advise 
^^^trut^ibout Martin Lufchfij^Klng. In her opinion he 


the public 


entered into the plot to assassinate ihimself. She states he was just 
such an egoist to do such a thing. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Since no usefuLpurpose would be served in doing so, it 
is recommended her letter/oe acknowledged. 



.V 



1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure / 
MHB:lmg <T^ 

(3) / , 1 \p 
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Tew York, N. Y., 
10028 


June 3* 19^6 


Mr. Edr>r J. Hoover, 

% Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, C. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 2 iLL*l BY SWj frm M- 

o 


My dear Mr. Hooveri 


yv 


h 


i 


/fihi'i t ^ /-u/4 

At the outset, Mr. Hoover, I vent you to know that I am not a crackpot 
nor a "letter writer.* What I am, is a one hundred percent American, 
and what is going on to-day in this country, is unbelieveable. 


Personally, I don't have to worry, per se, because I am selling my 
co-operative apartment, and have already sodd every common stock I 
own, and eve-y mutual fund, and am buying nothing now, but tax free 
Municipal Bonds, but unfortunately, every individual in this country 
can't do the same thing, and where I in a middle Income bracket person, 

I v a a fortunate in my family helping me over a period of years, and 
have worked myself for about 55 years, but from what I have been see¬ 
ing over a period of the last few years, the middle-income bracket 
people - high or low - are the ones who a re taking it on the chin 
from the blackmail, the certain group of ooloreds are imtimidating 
our elected and appointed officials with, and they, in turn, are for¬ 
cing this blackmail on the predominating taxpayer to-day - THE MIDDLE- 
INCOME 3RACKET TAXPAYER, to a point, where if the taxes that have been 
ere are still continuing to be levied on this group, there will be in 
this country, God forbid, a two-caste population - the low income bracket 
group who pay little or NOTHING to the government - IN PACT, FCR THE MOST 
Vs^PART ARE WELFARE FREE-LQADERS, and the WEALTHY, and need I tell you, Mr. 
V x Hoover, that the Rockefellers, the Kennedys, dtc., etc., etc., are not 
the ones who pay the freight in this country. When it ccmes to Income 
Tax Payday, they.have a retinue of accountants and tax experts, that 
know each and every "loop-hole*, so called, that will get them off the 
limb. That's why these wealthy politicians never go into industry - for 
the reason that industry, too, have a "retinue of accounts and tax ex¬ 
perts", that are there for the purpose of going over their expenditures, 
and that sure would prove fatal to the wealthy politician to-day. 

This blackmail which is being forced on the el^l^ed a^d 4ppo1lnte1i 
ciale, is passed on to the taxpayer for two reasons, bofch of which, I 
know you are aw a re of. Number one, most of the Mayors and Governors of 
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the cities and states in this country, are yellow-bel lied - because 
they not only don't know how to intelligently take c a re of these riots, 
burnings and lootings, but they Just HATS TO HAVE OTHER CITIES AND STATES 
READ OR HEAR OP SUCH CONSISTENT RIOTS, SUCH AS CUR MAYOR LINDSAY WHO IS 
THE MOST FLAGRANT EXAMPLE CF THE SITUATION. And number two, moat of" 
these politicians would just as soon sell their mothers down the river 
for ONE VOTE, and you and I know this to be true, Mr. Hoover.^ Wh*n I 
was younger, we had STATESMEN, for the most part, from mmiicipalities to 

the Federal Government, but to-day, the feeling is, to JUST FORGET YCUR- 

.v CONSTITUENTS AFTER YCUR ELECTED , and turn to the group or groups who will 
' AH) TO YCUR VOTES WHEN NEXT COMING UP FOR ELECTION. 
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The most flagrant example of that (and 1*01 sure yor ^ill agree with me, Mr. 
Hooever, because i one in the world knows more ab. ' questioning people in 
illegal, disloyal j r unlawful situations,) is the President's Riot Panel, I 
know that when President Johnson appointed this group (and I’m sure he did so 
with unb'ias), he felt he was doing this act, for the purpose of getting & REALLY 
TRUE INDICATION OF THE COLORED SITUATION. I'm also sure, Mr. Hoover that you, 
knowing the ways of the lawless, was as much taken aback as any decent white 
person in this entire country. To begin with, take a look at the p„nel - Mr. 

[Lindsay, who is an established "nigger lover* ONLY BECAUSE HE IS LOCKING FOR 

* AN ADDITIONAL 10fb IN VOTES WHICH HE KNCWS HE IS GOING TO LOOSE FAR, FAR MORE 
IN THE WHITE AREAS, AND HE HAS BEEN AGAINST THE POLICE FORCE E VER SINCE THEY, 
TOO VOTED AGAINST HIM BECAUSE OF THE CIVILIAN POLICE REVIEW BOARD HE TRIED SO 
HARD TO FCRCE DOWN EVERYONE'8 THRECAT, AND HE NOTED HIS SLIGHT MAJORITY IN HIS . 
ELECTION, THAT HE WOULD DO ANYTHING TO REPAYJQm JEHE BCU.CE FCRCE AND THE /4 ' 
WHITE VOTERS IN THIS NEW YORK cItY. A LETTER I RECEIVED FROM HIS 

DEPUTY MAYOR, MR. PRICE , IN ANSWER TC MY MANY LETTERS ASKING FOR THE RETURN 
OF THE CHECK 3 CONTRIBUTED TO HIS CAMPAIGN FUND. I NEVER WISHED TO VOTE FOR 
HIM, BUT MY HUSBAND, WHO HAS SINCE PASSED AWAY, TOLD ME I WOULD BE THROWING 
MY VOTE AWAY TO VOTE FOR MR. BUCKLEY, SC AT THE LAST MOMENT, I NOT ONLY VOTZD 
FOR HIM, BUT MY HUSBAND GAVE ME THE MCltEY, THAT I PUT INTO MY CHECKING ACCOUNT 
AND MAILED HIM THE CHECK FOR HIS CAMPAIGN FUND. THE REPLY FROM MR. PRICE IS 
SELF-EXPLANATORY. 


I know this is a very long letter about a subject that I haven't started on 
as yet, but I wanted to tell ycu something about my background so that you 
REALLY WOULDN'T THINK I'M A CRACKPOT. Also, please do not think for an instant 
that what ay idea is, has anything to do with an article I understand from 
personal and business friends, was in a new paper called, I believe, the 
New York Daily Column, which purported to say that his aesination was brought 
about by Ccmunists, and in particulnr, one who was very close to Martin Luther 
King - and, in fact, wrote his speeches, and were the ones who employed James 
Earl Ray to assinate King, and after, spirited him out of this country, or 
probably killed him already. However, that ie not wh*t a group of white 
peo le here in this country, believe to be true. I received a letter re¬ 
cently, which asked me to destroy it after I read it (and I did, but why 
I would never know because there was nothing in the letter that was detri¬ 
mental to whoever wrote it, nor was it signed. I understand a mmber of people 
have either received the same letter, or have heard about its contents, and 
I felt I should write you because I feel this is a ouch truer story than the 
one I understand was in the New York Dally dolumn. Everyone who has heard of 
the situation that may h?ve occured, or read the article in the New York Daily 
Column, feel both are EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO EVERYONE IN THIS COUNTRY, TO BRING 
THE TRUTH CUT ABOUT THE ASSASSINATION OF KING, AND TO STOP, ONCE AND FOR ALL, 
THE BLACKMAIL THEY ARE PILING CN THE POLITICIANS IN THI 8 OCUNTRY, MHO ARE ONLY 
TOO GLAD TO TO TURN THE BLACKMAIL INTO EXORBITANT TAXES TO BE PAID BY THE WHITE 

PEGPLE IN THIS OCUNTRY. TM« l*++_*r 1m. hmUmvm mm. 


belisveable, 


some people would feel otherwise, that a person would engage in a plan that 
would result in their own destruction, but as you must know, Mr. Hoover,•thdre 
are a terrific amount of nuts in this world, that would DO ANYTHING IN THE 
WORLD, TO GAIN THEIR OBJECTIVE, AND I BELIEVE THAT MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS 
JUST SUCH AN INDIVIDUAL. TC BEGIN WITH, HE WAS BEING FANTASTICALLY CRITICIZED 
BY A GREAT NUMBER OF BLACK PEOPLE WHO THOUGHT HE WAS "TOC SOFT*, and again 
there are a tremendous amount of people - black and white - who would do just 
about anything to gain their goal, whether it be for the purpose of doing 
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gain, and a great many people believe that everything p oints to just that 
in the case of King. Not, believe me, that I admire him for that or any 
other reason, because I have always felt he was a "mealy mouthed liar" of 
the first order, but he was just that much of an egoist, that he would have 
done ANYTHING TC PROVE TO HIS CRITICS THAT HE KNEW THE ANSWER'. UiUiU HUH 
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I don't think for an instant, nor do a tremendous s»sount of other people who 
have read the New "k Daily Column, that King was one in" by any communist 

"aide" who may hr written his speeches, but RAT? THAN HIS OWN PECFLE THEY 

: e:f hi safe crg.zaticn as the c::es whc are gci - rc start 3Ei;::- tried for 

THEIR ri; T TC ’TJRDER SUCH MC DERATE LEADERS AS RCY VILNIUS, V.’HITHIY YCUKG, ETC. 
V.x DC PIT SAY THAT IT WAS THE IDE NTICAL ORGANIZATION WHC TRIED TO ASSASSINATE 
THE AHC 'E LEADERS, 3UT WE DC BELIEWTHr. HOCVER, THAT WITH THE CONSENT OF 
KIHC, HIS ASSASSINATITN WAS RURFORTRATED. I KNOW IT SOUNDS "GCCFY", AHD THAT 

is v:::y i v;l:t into such detail about my backgrcuitd sc that, as you read cn, 

YU V.H JLDH' T THINK I V/AS A "NUI." I KNOW IT SCUNDS FANTASTIC, BUT EVE YTHIHG 
IN THE WHOLE WIDE WORLD, POINTS TO JUST THAT - THAT KING ENTERED INTO THE 
PLC7 TO ASSASSINATE HIMSELF BECAUSE HIS OWN STATEMENTS WERE SO FAR REMOVED 
FRCM ANYTHING HE HnD EVER MADE, THAT WE JUST SlMrLY CANT THINK THIS IS TOO 
PAR FETCHED. 


There have been loads of people in the long, long ago, who gave their lives 
for an ideal, and even in our own time, their have been any amount of human 
beings such as Budist prlets and nuns, who have set them selves afire, and as 
I recall it, we have had a few such individuals who destroyed themselves here 
in this country because of an ideal. 


1 HAVE SUCH TERRIFIC FAITH IN YOU, MR. HOOVER, AND I KNOW MILLIONS AND MILLIONS 
OF OTHER PEOPLE WHO HAVE THE SAME FAITH IN YOU, AND IF ANYONE CAN UNEARTH THIS 
TRAGEDY TO THE AMERICAN WHITE PEOPLE (AND IT IS ONLY THAT SC THAT THIS BLACK¬ 
MAIL WHICH H AS INCREASED A THOUSAND FOLD ,)0AN GO ON AND ON AND CN. IT WAS MORE 
THAN BORNE OUT LAST WEEK, WHEN THE WHITE PEOPLE OF APPALACHIA AND THE AMERICAN 
MEXICANS AND THE AMERICAN INDIANS, CF WHICH THERE IS REALLY JUST A HANDFUL 
COMPARED TO THE NEGROES, DECIDED THEY WERE GOING TO LEAVE THE MARCH BECAUSE 
CF THE TREATMENT THEY RECEIVED AT THE HANDS OF THE means OF THE "POOR PEOPLES 


MARCH - THE NEGROES. ALL OF A SUDDEN, WE ALL READ ABOUT THE APPALACHIAN WHITES, 
THE AMERICAN MEXICANS AND THE AMERICAN INDIANS, DESCENDING UPON SOKE PUBLIC 
BUILDING IK WASHINGTON, AND NATURALLY OAUSING fUITE A BIT OF DESTRUCTION. IF 
WE CAN'T READ BETWEEN THOSE LINES, THEN WE DESERVE TC BE BLACKMAILED, BUT IT 
WAS EVIDENT THAT ABEFNATHYj OR ONE OF HIS HENCHMEN, TOLD THIS GROUP THAT THE 
REASON WHY THEY WERE BEING BADLY TREATED WAS BECAUSE THEY (THE COLORED) FELT 
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TO THE "SAVE THE CHILDREN* ORGANIZATION, WHO ARE ALWAYS ASKING FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 
FOR THEIR CHILDREN WHO HAVEN'T ENOUGH CLOTHING TO GO TO ANY SCHOOL, THAT I HAD 
LEFT, IN MY WILL, THE AMOUNT OF *2,000 AND THE SAME AMOUNT FOR A SOUTH KOREAN 
CHILD'S ORGANIZATION, AND STILL ANOTHER, BUT SINCE I READ ABOUT THEIR RAISING 
;! HELL AT THE INSTIGATION OF THESE NIGGERS IN THE POOR PEOPLE'S PARADE, I WAS 
|j HAVING MY ATTORNEY, ELIMINATE THESE THREE BENEFITS; Of course, Mr. Hoover, 

I haven't done any such thing, but I think someone should help to keep these 
good people in the same attituie they have always been in, that is, without 


Jaa4wtia44 «« kn+ +ke + Wvr +k4 < 

UOP uv WUL %< M1 W WJ V.UAI 


+ +U~,r sk/Mtlil 

wAiuv | wiwjr Piiwuxu ucl? g 




uiux X 


A gpgu 


tires, in all three groups, and they should surely hare representatives by this 
time - don't tell me it's ONLY THE NEGROES THAT THE CIVIL RIGHTS LAW IS SUPPOSED 
TO EMBRACE, SPEAK UP IN THEIR BEHALF . 


It is for this reason, Mr. Hoover, that I take up your very precious time, to 
ask that you give this matter your very wholehearted attention, because I just 
FEEL THAT THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN CIRCULATING THIS PREMISE HAVE MUCH, MORE 
MORE CN THE BALL, THAT THE ONES WHO ARE GOING BY THE ARTICLE IN THE HEW YORK 


DAILY COLUMN, 


*wn you wtt.t. rr nnTwn yaiib nnimTnv up 
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SERVICE ANY SERVANT OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, AND WHAT IS MORE IMPORTANT, 
TO YOUR COUNTRY, TO FERRET OUT THIS SITUATION, AND MAKE IT KNOW?, SO THAT 
THEIR BLACKMAIL CF THE WHITE PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY, AREN'T, IN ORDER, NOT 
ONLY BLACKMA T LED BY THE "LIBERAL MULTI-MILLIONAIRE" POLITICIANS, BUT DON'T 
FIND THEMSELVES WITHOUT A DIME IN THEIR PAYCHECK EVERY WEEK. I, FOR ONE, 
WOULD JUST LOVE TO KNOCK THE HELL OUT OF THAT LYING B**»**D KING, AND THE 
STORY THAT HE VIRTUALLY DIED A PAUPER. IF ANYONE KNEW JUST WHERE, WHEN AND 
WHAT ORGANIZATION OR BANK TO LOCK, THEY WOULD FIND, I AM. S URE. THAT. 
RffTRYTHINR OVER TO HIS WIFE. MOST SINCERELY. 
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Start Trial fif BIack PdWter School 


Selection of a jury began to¬ 
day in Queens Supreme Court 
in the trial of two men accused 
of plot;ing the murder of sev¬ 
eral moderate Negro leaders, 
including Hoy Wilkins and 
Whitney Young. 

Accused of conspiracy to com¬ 
mit murder, criminal anarchy 
and onspira^y to commit crimi¬ 
nal anarchy are Herman B. Fer¬ 
guson, 4G, a suspended assistant 
school principal and Arthur 
Harris, 22. 

Candidate For Senate 

Ferguson yesterday was de¬ 
signated as candidate for the 
U. S. Senate in New York State 
by the Peace and Freedom 
Party, which chose Dr. Benja- 


tnln Spook as Its presidential 
nominee. Harris is Ferguson's 
campaign manager. 

Ferguson and Harris were 
among 18 Negroes — alleged 
members of the Revolutionary 
Action Movement—arrested last 
June 21 in the alleged conspir¬ 
acy. At the time of his arrest, 
Ferguson was an assistant prin¬ 
cipal at PS 40 in Queens, a post 
from which he was suspended. 
Later, he was hired as a paid ad¬ 
viser to the governing board of 
IS 201, an experimental school 
in Harlem. -> _ 

He lost the IS 201' jofcr there¬ 
after he allegedly urged some 
600 persons attending a Malcolm 
X memorial program in the 
school last Feb. 21 to arm them- 


i selves for ‘‘self-defense*' against 
whites and to practice using the 
weapons so they ’d be ready when 
"hunting season" came. 

Father of Four 

Fer<' is i. iaiher of four 
child- d lives r * -2939 157th 
St., J ucu, Q*ie*r s. Harris’s 
home address is 122-08 153rd St, 
8l«„> in Jamaica. 

When he came to court today, 
Ferguson, free on $10,000 bail, 
said he was "quite serious about 
this candidacy" for the Senate. 
He jalso said he did not know 
wfcrther Dr. Spock was aware 
he had been named to run on 
the ticket. The famous 

pediatriCMn is now on trial in 
Boston for ellegedly urging 
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young men to resist • 
■ Ferguson's attorn- 
Gene Ann Gordon, , 
preme Court Justice 1 
delay the start of ih 
Cause she was chalk; 
constitutionality of tb 
charge In the fedc:. 
The motion was deni< 
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June 4, 1968 



ALL INFC.T.lA'iTJii CCKTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ,j_ 
OAT Z^ttL BY SW.W 'i 

(jCHL 



Panama City, 
Dear 


Tour letter of May 28th has been received and I want 
to thank you for your kind comments concerning my work* 

In response to your inquiry as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information at this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. 


A 
' r v 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Tolion _ 

De Loach 
Mohr _ 


Bishop _ 

Casper _ 

Collation 
Conrad 

Felt _ 

Calc_ 

Posen — 
Sullivan 
Tave! _ 

Trotter _ 

Tele. Boon 

Holme* _ 

Gaidy _ 



NOTE: Bullies contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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Dr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Dr* Hoover, 


Panama City, Florida SC401 - 

, Mr. Deloach 

. (/ 

■' r ^ » MrA.. . ,J- 

— yj7i 


In the section of Florida where I live there has ne tran-_ 


Mr. ( . ••• ••»..— 

Mr. c. .a- 

Mr. F 

Mr. ‘ 

Mr. \\-*»n ]&.—. 
Mr. uJffQ... 
Mr. TuvU/ 

Mr. Tiotter .._ 

Teie. Room- 

M.ss li 

Miss Gandy— 




been a great deal of admiration of the late Dr* Martin Luther 


C 



King, Jr. The same hind of hatred which tragically took his 
life still exists in our community, not even death has beeny^/i /? v '-' 
able to erase that. More and more I hear allegations that 
was a communist. The recent column by Drew Pearson and Jack ^ 
Anderson only brought more attention to the allegation. I do 
not know, but would like very much to have a word from you on 
the matter. Was he listed with the P.B.I. as a communist? To / j 
your knowledge were his speeches written by a communist, as 
Drew Pearson alleges? If so, who was the alleged communist ' 
speech writer? Does the P.B.I. have records on him to prove 
that he was a communist? I am weary of the accusations, and 
want to hear from your much-respected Bureau on this matter. 

A word from your organization would be greatly appreciated. 

With highest praises for you and the P.B.I., I am 
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June 7, 1968 
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I have received your letter of June 2nd, with enclosure. 
While I would like to be of assistance to you. Information concerning 
possible communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub¬ 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I 
regret I cannot be of help in this instance. 


In view of the concern you expressed, I am enclosing 
some material relating to communism I trust will be of aid to vou. 




Tolton _ 

DeLooch 

Mohr 

Btthop _ 

Casper _ 
CaJiahan . 
Conrad _ 

Felt _ 

Gale_ 

Ro*en _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel _ 

Trader _ 

Tel 
Holm 

C.r 


This Bureau does not have a list for distribution such 
as you requested; however, you may wish to secure a copy of "Guide 
to Subversive Organisations and Publications," prepared and released 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. In it are listed 
some of the groups and periodicals which have been cited by various 
state and Federal agencies, and a copy of it can be purchased for 
seventy cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 20402* Checks or money orders 
should be drawn payable to the Superintendent of Documents. C. O. D. 
orders will not be accepted. 
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Sincerely {purs. 
I. Edgar HooW 
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Enclosures (2) 

Director’s Testimony 2-16-67 re Communist Influence in Racial Matters 
A Statement on Communism 3-27-67 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. "American Opinion 1 
is a John Birch Society publication. 

_ _r-i _/ WMG:ncr(3) 













« 


$ 




* ■ 



1 

If 


4 <\ 

/ 


Hon. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau Investigation 
Washington, D?C* 

Dear Sir, 

I have feceived the enclosed card and would like to know if the 
information on the back of the card is authenic. Also was Dr. Martin 
Luther King just a member of the class or was tie a Communist taking 
training?'Was he one of the teachers in this school? Or was he plantec 
there to collect information for your office or any other patriotic 
organ!zation? 

I am very much concerned about the future of America. I give talk 
to many organizations in behalf of National defense. In this capacity 
I do not want to give out wrong information.* 

In my research I have found much to make one believe that Dr. %r 
Luther King was not the peace living person one would have us belie 

Several years ago I had a copy of the report from your office on 
/ UnAmerican Activities. I would appreeiate it if you would xenft me a 
I recent copy of this report. 

Looking froward to an early reply, 
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Identifications 

Tbe picture on tbe other side was made at 
Highlander Folk School daring the Labor Day 
week-end of Iff 7. Attentive pupils identified 
by the numberi are: 

1. Martin Lather King, Jr. The aaaociation 
indicated here it not omvuai for Dr. King, who 
bt!cn|t to »rr era] important Comm unitt from 
organizations, and who regularly employ* or 
affiliate! with known Conunoniatt. 

2. Abner IF, Kerry, of tbe Central Committee 
of the Comtnuniat Party. 

3. Aubrey Tiiiiinu, President of tbe Cotnmu- 
nitt front, the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund. 

4. My lei Horton, Director of the Highlander 
Folk School (for Communist Training), Mont- 
eagle, Tennessee. Tbit school was later dosed down 
by tbe State of Tennessee, but an offspring is now 
thriving in Knoxville. 

That pot (cards (No. CK2) nr t 
su d t t W r at my Amrricam O pinion 
Library, at 20 cards for $1.00; or 
directly by mail, pmtage pad, from 

Amemcan Opinion 

Belmont, Massachugem 02178 
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May 29, 1968 
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Your letter was received on May 27th, and X want to ^ 
t h a n k you for your kind comments regarding my work* 




In response to your Inquiry concerning Martin Lather 
King, Information of this nature, whether substantiated or not, can¬ 
not be released because of a Department of Justice order regarding 

all matters of a confidential nature. 


.- iTi’roj 



I am enclosing some literature which I hope will be 
of interest to yon. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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losures (3) 

An Analysis of the New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism 
Turbulence on the Campus ' 

LEB Introduction, 2/67 


i/r*' 



and 


NtA’E: Bufiles reflect an outgoing 12/1/64 thanking 
her husband for their favorable remarks concerning the Director’s press 
conference. "The Councilor" Is die official Journal of the Citizens Council 
of Lailsiana, Inc., and Is edited by Ved Touchstone, who In 1963 was a 
member of the Ku Klux Klan. He has been critical of the Bureau. "Hie 
Councilor" has not been Investigated, pate of incoming not utilized In 
reply as incoming dated March 25th Apparently she meant May 25th.) 
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March ?5, 1968 


Mr. J. ^dgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Quoting from a recent article in a small publi¬ 
cation ^concerning the connection of Dr. Martin 
Luther^ing with a car theft ring operating fn 
■—S-e orgi - a - and South Carolina: 

"He referred to the item placed in the Con¬ 
gressional record on March 30, 1966 showing 
that King was a car thief, and to stories in 
THE COUKCILOR on May 6 and July 28, 1966 
about the car thefts." 

Would it be possible to tell me if this accu¬ 
sation is true? if it is true, it seems that 
a mammoth deception is being perpetrated upon 
the American people in not exposing this man. 


I am in chargeo^a program o n July 9 for ray 
church, entitled "These 

Revolting Students." I find myself in contin¬ 
ual disagreement with our Church publications. , 

Could you give me your opinion on why students / f ’ 
are revolting?" I ' 



Thank you for your many years of dedicated 
service to this country. 


rr.?.•;u! f ;;; ch;;taimed. 

HERiiii MClhSSIFIED 

DA7E^Jfcfc|_BY_££i± 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586) (C) 

V-N. 

a 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.; 
SCLC - RACIAL MATTERS 
(00; Atlanta) 


date: 6/5/68 
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Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of a letter 
bearing the letterhead of the Department of Health, Educa¬ 
tion and Welfare, Washington, D.C., 20201, Office of the 
Secretary. 


-C- 


Si±f s 
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On 5/20/68, the enclosed memorandum, bearing the 
letterhead of the Department of Health, Education, and Wel- 

Resident Agency bj 

wh^ilW^WJfrnleB^^PIoye^rith the HEW in Atlanta 
nished the enclosed memorandum with no explanation, 
has written numerous communications to the Macon Besides 1 
Agency bearing information of no value or interest to the 
Bureau containing information relative to her personal life <t x C 
and observations. considered to be of doubtful Ll(c) 

mental competence, an^che information she has furnished to ^ fv/ 
the Atlanta Office in the past has been unreliable and of no 
interest to the Bureau. 



The Atlanta Office, after determining 
value, has ceased submitting information she has supp 
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closed memorandum contains the reflections and observations 
by a Departmental head of the Executive Branch of Government 
concerning the captioned subject's great vision and integrity, 
the Atlanta Office is of the opinion that the enclosure may 
be of Interest to the Bureau. 
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\ It should be noted that the memorandum bears no 

^Government water marking and appears to be a reproduction 
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Atlanta is not considering contacting 
in view of her unreliability in the past* Atlanta - is con 
ducting no further inquiry in this matter* 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION. AND WELF^/IE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20Z01 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


TO ALL EMPLOYEES OF HEW 


Dr. Martin Luther King, a man of great vision and integrity, 
dedicated his life to bringing justice, love and dignity to 
all people. It is this spirit that lies behind all our work 
in HEW. 


Dr. King understood that the pursuit of life and liberty was 
not always going to be a happy cue. But he strove to insure 
that Americans would pursue that course, keeping their eyes 
an the goals before them. The non-violence within the 
framework of law which he consistently espoused helped to 
keep him, and all of us who share his beliefs, focused on 
that goal vhich is at the heart of this country. 


It is my hope that all of us in this Department, which is so 
essential to the dreams for which Martin Luther King lived 
and died, will also be able to keep our eyes upon the ocnnun 
goal. His mission, and our mission, is the removal of all 
of those conditions which blight the human spirit, limit the 
potential of each individual, and iirpair human dignity. 


We may take a great lesson from Dr. King*s exarrple, his goal, 
and above all, fran the integrity with which he followed his 
course. The work is sane times very hard? it is often very 
frustrating. But we are making progress. And we most 
continue, new with even deeper carritiitment. 
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May 29, 1968 








Toir letter of May 23rd has been received. 

In response to your inquiry as to whether or 
not Martin Luther King was a communist, information of 
Oils nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all mat* 
ters of a confidential nature. : 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF& - RY5“_ 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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May 23 - 1968 


Gentleman: 
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All the press, Radio & T. V, Newscasts & so on 
have lauded Mr. King for his "Non Violenc" integration Policies: 
I have been reading materials, "American Opinion" for one that 
tells of all the Communist front organizations that he belonged to. 
80 or more. All his talk & so on and when he had the people 
sufficiently riled up he would leave town with his peaceful co- 
existance. 


lj I would like to know if all this is true of Mr. King 

7 and his Organizations and if so why the News Media continues to 
make a Martyr of him. He even talked of Chrisitians & did not 
believe in the resurrection of Jesus. 

Sincerely, ,—. 



Antigo, Wics. 54409 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 

D Deleted under exemption(s) __ with no segregable 

materia] available for release to you. 


HD Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

1 T FI fnwir^ n rtn inrt/l /*v« l i ■ ft 4 k ■ I V/\..b A Amn k n I k n ku. 4 L a Uil Jk --_1 _ . 
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1 1 Documents) originating with the following government agency!ies) _ 

__ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) ref* 


prrp-d foLXOflSu] 


Buitation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with 


be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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Arith them. Youwvill 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


i 1 For your information: 


The following number is 


be uspd for reference regarding these pages: 
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Your letter at May 81st has been received. 

It was thcxightful of you to furnish me your views 
on the matter you mentioned, and you may be assured that thiiy 
Bureau will make every effort to carry out this investigation with 
the highest degree of thoroughness and dispatch. 


Sincerely yours, 


rol*on 


OeLoach 

| !Mohr _ 

Si.hop _ 

Coip*r_ 


Callahan 



?i Edgar Hoover 
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Dear Sir: 


ft./Ar/ r 'SP+jWA 


Since np to row,nobody h£S found the assassin of that 
very lovable =)H....T?TI!:_ LUi::-lO:inG ,r:ay I surest that your 
orgiramation night try and seek out a PLASTIC SUHGlCu? 


it ret pocsible tnat such a Surgeon night have boon 
a party to this reurder,v/ho lavedlately after the r.urdor of 
Ir,1mg,transformed the facial features of the assassin? 


__ not 

rt sc: s that this r.urderer ,coald/escape detection for 

long,unless such an operation HAS talien place. 


t 01 


ivnilable for XiK infornat 
g predated,bat if it 
to find an associate 


>rr.auion leading to his capture,it wilt \ 
isnt worth a dine,please do what you 
Ills TIC Z'SRC ppi;, y 


ailed under United States Certified 


This letter is being 
. r-il umber 576056,or date of hay 31,1968,with return receipt 
requestsd for delivery of this letter to the addressee as 
sg reified above,he b’.ing,' r.J.ldgar Hoover. 
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Date of Mail 



Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 




See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 
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Your latter of May 29th, with enclosures, has been 
received and I appreciate the Interest which prompted you to write 
and furnish me ytwr comments on the matter you mentioned. 


Although 1 would like to be of assistance with respect 
to your inquiry, information in our files cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden¬ 
tial nature. 


In response to your request, I am sending some mate¬ 
rial on die general topic of communism which includes suggestions 
all of us can use in combating this evil. 



MAILED. Z 

JUN4 1968 

COMMFBf 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


Enclosures (8) 

Communism and the Knowledge to Combat It! 
Let’s Fight Communism Sanely! 

Statement on Communism, 3-27-67 
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established by American Baptists __ 

President of the Vermont Baptist; State Convention. 
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May 29, 1968 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 2/M BY $ift/4»n^ 

(d7U 

writing to the proper place and 
am sorry if I am wasting your time but I have no idea where to 
start. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

I realize I may not be 


I am very disturbed about the enclosed clippings as 
I am a member of the Baptist Church and am ashamed to see 
them support such-an unamerican cause. I know what kind of a 
man Ma rtin LutheHECing was but would like to know how to tell 
other people. Can you give me any information I can give out or 
can you refer me to another Department. I am no public speaker 
anyway but would like information I can give to individuals. 
Perhaps booklets on communism would help although I guess you 
can't really use that in this case. 


Perhaps I am asking for the impossible but I hate to / 
see so many people misled by a man who has done more to harm 
the country than anyone else. 














u Bn. Coro ffa **9 

The following ******* 7“ 

lent to Mrs. King by ‘ 

James L. Young P pr«identrf 

the Vermont Baptist State Con¬ 
vention : 

My ***■ **?*;,. -- 

On WWK e# *• 


•f "• Mp"«» 

•f Vtnaoat, I 


mt the *»«• •* 

»«r 

Jo ye*> T*** r * 


Year he sbee d w w «n *T • 

twvetWtb ee«ti*ry piap»t« •* 


IhiawrWM 

American B.pti.u art wttfc- 
lishing the Martin Luther V<n f 

f Jr. Memorial Fund, of whieh 
half will be need la support of 
the Southern Christian Leader¬ 
ship Conference, and the other 
half, special projects in tiw in¬ 
ner-dtiee crisis of America. 

Word has been •received from 
the Rev. Chariot N. Foreberg, 
executive minister of the Min¬ 
isters Council of the 
Baptist Convention, that one 
church has voted to give $800 


from its Deacon Fund, and an¬ 
other church will ask its people 
to contribute $1,000 in addition 
to its pledges to the World 
Mission Campaign. The Central 
Baptist Church in Wayne. Pa. 
voted Sunday, April mcrt' 
**** *ti church pr op e rty if 
Boodad, to establish a $100,000 
is fowl to be used in the Philadel- 
V Phis area. 

, Money tan be sent directly to 
s. Martin Luther King Jr. Memor- < 
Dial Fund, American Baptist Con- 
u mention, Valley Forge, Pa. 19$81 
6^'Or through church treasurers, 
sj If sent through church treasur- 
Oen, it is credited to the church’s" 
J nuasitm support. Checks should 
Ube made payable to the American 
-VBaptist Convention and I 

Vmarked for the King Memorial I 
\ Fund. _■ 
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Tour latter erf May 31st f with enclosure, has 

been received. 
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not Martin Luther King was a communist, information of thu 
nature, whether subst anti ated or not, cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a con¬ 
fidential nature. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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NOTE* 

Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The woman who appeared on a local radio station referred to by 
^ -correspondent is probably Miss Lola Belle Holmes, who was an 
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Edger Hoover, Director of 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. Casper— 
Mr. Callahan 
Con rad . 
r. Felt— 

. Gale 

ft 

St 
Mr. 

Mr. Trotter- 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes^ 
Miss Gandy- 



Enclosed is an article I cut out of the May 31, 1968 issue 
of the "Wall Street Journal." 


Several weeks ago a colored woman appeared on a local 
radio station, saying she was an undercover agent for the F.B.I. 

She said specifically that Martin Luther King w as a Communist . 

When the remark was challenged she sai<5 s!Te~hacl proof, and also 
that the Government was aware of the fact that he was a Communist. 

If you have proof of this, why has it never been published 
by you or the government. Why do we shield Communists - why did 
Humphrey and the Kennedys attend hia funeral. Why would any United 
States Congressman favor a memorial to a Communist. 

If he is NOT a Communist, why did a picture appear in 
many small newspapers showing him with Gus Hall and many dedicated 
Communists. Is this all propoganda or is there some truth to 
the statements and the picture. Martin Luther King never denied 
be was a Communist. Once and for all, I would like to know the 
truth. 


Certainly, the trend toward Communism in this country 
is strong, and anything you can do or say, must be done at once. 



I would very much appreciate hearing from you. 


Very truly yours. 
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IDEAS MBIHJ1T tor memorials to Mar¬ 
tin Luther King. The National Association tor 
Community Development calls tor a coin car¬ 
rying his likeness. Some Congressmen favor a 
\ ■P ertaJ medal honoring King. Letters to Con- 
gress propose a national holiday on his birth- 
dav . »■ *• 
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June 5, 1968 



pNaTAlf®* 

HI**"" ,-t-XED 

trr r ' — 

qXHER^ 1 ^*- " 


In response to your letter of May 31st concerning 
Martin Luther King, Information In our files must be maintained 
as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice. Consequently, you can be assured that no FBI report 
regarding him was ever published as you indicated. 


MAILED Z 

JUN5 I960 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hoover 


\ / / ) **OTE: Bufiles show tha^orresDonden^was the attorney for a defendant in 

l A bl Cy an impersonation We have no derogatory infor- 

] mation concerning him ancfflav^rad no prior correspondence with him. 

* Correspondent may be referring to remarks made by Congressman George W. 

Andrews of Alabama who had inserted in the Congressional Record of 8-25-66 
remarks concerning Martin Luther King. In his comments Mr. Andrews 
stated that "Martin Luther King is the same man that Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
described as being ’the most notorious liar in America. ’ " Congressman 
Andrews was referring at the time to conditions in Chicago as being similar 
to those in Selma and stated further that he had an idea "Mayor Daley is 
inclined to agree with Mr. Hoover. " Congressman Andrews at that point 
included in the Congressional Record an article from the Wall Street Journal 
dated 8-24-66 concerning Martin-Luther King. There is no mention of the 
Director or the Bureau in that article. " 
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MEMPHIS 3,TENNESSEE 


May 31, 1968 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Pennsylvania and Ninth Streets 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sir; 


ALL iNFOitoflAT'Gi* CO.MWUu, 
HraJN IS UNCLASSiflEB , 

DA7J-" 7-.' !rV' BY SP uL 
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I am informed that^a report of your Department 
pertaining to Marti.Q. Jj aitke p okin g,, _Jr ., was inserted in 
the Congressional Record of August, 1966. 

Could you please furnish us a copy of this / . 

report. We will reimburse your Department for any ex- ' \ 

pense in connection therewith. 


Respectfully yours, 
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"SELMA IN CHICAGO” 

(Mr. GEORGE W. ANDREWS (at the 
request of Mr. Hansen of lowa> was 
granted permission to extend his re¬ 
marks at this point in the Recoxd and to 
include extraneous matter.) 

Mr. GEORGE W. ANDREWS. Mr. 
Speaker, there appeared in the August 
24 issue of the Wall Street Journal, an 
article written by Mr. Peter H. Prugh 
entitled. "Selma In Chicago." 

Mr. Prugh describes the activities of 
Martin Luther King. This is the same 
man—King—who was described by for¬ 
mer President Harry Truman as being 
a troublemaker. When asked by a re¬ 
porter why he described King as a 
troublemaker, the former President re¬ 
plied; 

Because he causes trouble wherever be 
goes. 

The truth of the words of Mr. Truman 
" have been borne out because since Mar¬ 
tin Luther King went to Chicago there 
has certainly been trouble In that city. 

Martin Luther King Is the same man 
that Mr. J. Edgar Hoover described as 
being "the most notorious liar In 
America," 

Mr. Hoover made that statement in 
November 1963. and as of today—August 
25. 1966—Mr. Hoover has not retracted 
that statement. 

I have an idea that Mayor Daley is in¬ 
clined to agree with Mr. Hoover. 

I insert the article referred to In the 
Record at this point: 

I From the W«JI Street Journal, Aug. 34,1960) 
Sclms tH Chicago?— Cm*. Kichtb Maschas 

Hit a Km* in North: Otsn Housing 
(By Peter B. Prugh) 

Chicago. —Plying bricks and the taunts of 
white mobs are demonstrating that the Rev. 
Martin Luther King's civil rights drive hers 
has probably stirred up the real fighting 
issue in race relations today—and some 
hard'nosed opposition. 

The Issue is opes housing and the oppo¬ 
sition comes from white residents of neat 
working class neighborhoods (in Chicago, 
many are made up or strong ethnic groups), 
where residents and realtors an allied In 
keeping the areas Illy white. 

These neighborhoods the past several 
weeks have been the settings for an uousual 
spectacle—one that has been more fright¬ 
ening in the potential for mast violence be¬ 
tween the races than rioting in Negro 
gbettoeg earlier in the summer or some of 
the bitter clashes of Selma and Birmingham. 

Sidewalk marches by civil rights demon¬ 
strators have brought an almost unbeliev¬ 
able reaction from the whites, scary head¬ 
lines and scores of arrests snd injuries. The 
American Nasi Party and other extremist 
groups hare invaded Chicago to capitalize on 
the unrest, with the Nazis threatening dem¬ 
onstrations in Negro slums. Police Supt. O. 
W Wilson has raised the spectre of large- 
scale battles between Negroes and whites, 
publicly warning that violence could get out 
of hand; about 7.000 policemen have bean 
put on special alert- Late last week the city 
took an unusual step in seeking to limit 
marches by oourt injunction. 

The ba ckl as h ' In the tower income white 
neighborhoods here, owning not long after 
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widespread rioting in Negro slums of Chi¬ 
cago snd other Northern cities, is atienstlng 
Northern supporters of civil rights causes. 
Many Northerners who trumpeted their sup¬ 
port of civil rights drives la the South are. 
rightly or wrongly, now blaming Dr. King for 
the agitation in their own backyards. 

Whatever assessment is eventually given 
to Martin Luther King’s Invasion of the 
North, the recent events have put life into 
his Chicago drive, which had been faltering 
for lack of a clear issue, or for "culprits.*' 
The unrelenting pressure of rights marches 
tnto one new whit* area alter another has 
forced city and civic leaders to confer on a 
near-emergency basis and aeek a peaceful 
solution of Negro grievances—with an air of 
doing almost anything to stop the marches 
and the potential threat of uncontrollable 
violence. 

At one recent meeting between Mayor 
Richard J. Daley. Dr. Xing, real estate indus¬ 
try representatives, religious leaders and 
others, the Chicago Real Estate Board agreed 
to withdraw all opposition to "the philosophy 
of open occupancy (lows) st the state level." 
provided they apply to owners as well ss real 
estate brokers. Ben W. Heineman. chair¬ 
man of the Chicago it North Western Rail¬ 
way and moderator of the meeting, termed 
this a "major concession." But Dr. King 
said that this and other commitments by 
city officials, the Chicago Mortgage Bankers 
Association and others "weren’t massive 
enough." To Mayor Daley’s obvious dis¬ 
comfort, Dr. King said that civil rights 
marches would continue. 

The ability of Or. King* Southern Chris¬ 
tian Leadership Conference to dramstiea 
issues with well-disciplined nonviolent dem¬ 
onstrations, evoking violent reaction from 
Southern white segregationists, has long 
been recognized. The use of such tech¬ 
nique* in the North, however, had generally 
been laughed off. 

Civil rights demonstrations are difficult to 
adapt to the North because "most of the 
obstacle* Northern Negroes face aren’t found 
In the laws or official policies, but are evasive 
and informal practices which are very diffi¬ 
cult to attack," Stanley Lieberson, a Uni¬ 
versity of Wisconsin sociologist, rscently 
commented. Chicago, for instance, has open 
housing laws, but discriminatory practices 
are widespread. 

Before the demonstrations, "nobody was 
willing to admit that In the North people 
hate more than they do In the South," says 
the Rev. William Briggs, a white Congrega¬ 
tional minister active in Dr. King’s move¬ 
ment here. Newspaper photos and television 
film clip* showing jeering white mobs with 
signs such as "Up With Slavery." "extermi¬ 
nate the Black Plague" and "Wallace for 
President" shattered many such illusions. 
Sines tbs demonstrations began, Negroes 
driving or walking through these neighbor-, 
hoods with no connection with the marchers 
have also been attacked by whites. 

As with Southern demonstrations on-vot¬ 
ing rights snd public accommodations, tha 
King forces here bars tried to identify their 
cause with basic rights most other Americans 
taka for granted—the right of Negroes to 
buy or rent housing wherever they can 
afford it. tt'e a "very conservative" demand, 
contends tha Rev. James Bevel, a toughly 
eloquent BCLC aide. Many real estate firms 
however, base opposition to open housing 
laws on the right of a person to aeli property 
to whomever he chooses and on hostile white 
attitude* toward integrated neighborhood*. 

Most of the residents of the areas where 
the marches occur aren’t directly involved in 
the violence. As the demonstrators go by, 
many white property owaere stead silently 
on their lawns or porches or look sadly out 
of their windows at the march and tha 
Jeering whites. 

rax am «hmr» nu. 

B elat ed to the dwmonstratioaa is the fiset 
that the U-8. Senate early aa» month will 
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begin considering the 1066 civil rights bill 
already passed by the House and Including 
• watered-down housing provision. Much 
credit for successful passage of earlier Civil 
right* legislation has gone to Dr. King'* 
demonstration* In the South and the result¬ 
ing white violence, which caught the con¬ 
science* of many white people, liberal and 
conservative alike, in other section* of tha 
country. "Jim Clark helped get u* the vot¬ 
ing rights bill" says a Chicago civil right* 
worker, referring to the sheriff of Dalis* 
County. Ala., who brutally opposed the 
Selma demonstrations In 1965. White vio¬ 
lence here may do the same In 1966. 

The SCLC says open housing demonstra¬ 
tion* here have been focused on areas where 
adequate housing 1* available at a cost well 
within the reach of many Negro families 
now living In slum areas. However, some 
•SCL/C workers also admit that area* are being 
chosen where violent white reaction* are 
expected. 

This fact ha* been grasped by certain 
elements In the neighborhood* where dem¬ 
onstration* have taken place or or* sched¬ 
uled. During • march In Jefferson Park, 
where many of the residents are of Polish. 
German. and Italian descent, sign* carried 
by residents urged people to "hoot” and 
"Jeer,” but not to us* violence. 

"The civil right* marcher* are hoping to 
provoke Incidents.” proclaimed a newspaper 
editorial tn the white industrial suburb of 
Cicero, where rights workers are slated to 
march this weekend. "The leaders of the 
movement, representing only • small per¬ 
centage of the Negro community, feed on 
publicity and help to Inflame others of that 
race and their sympathizers." the editorial 
stated. It called for "empty streets” If right* 
marchers come to Cicero, notorious a* gang¬ 
ster A1 Capone's home base and all but for¬ 
gotten elsewhere as the scene of anti-Negro 
violence 15 years ago. (Richard B. Ogllvte, 
Cook County sheriff, warned that a rights 
march In Cicero would make previous white 
-violence In Chicago "look Uke a tea party.”) 

The rights demonstrations are also aimed 
at Mayor Daley's powerful Democr a tic orga¬ 
nization and Chicago'* highly clvlc-mlnded 
business community. Th* demonstrations 
"are threatening existing political alliances.” 
Dr. King recently noted in reference to the 
traditional alliance between Chicago Negro 
and white Democratic Party groups. The 
BCLC feels that the "vested Interests” will 
eventually decide to negotiate with civil 
rights leaders rather than face a collapse of 
this alliance. 

TH ex Art OTIC VALUZf 

Civil rights leaders here also see some sort 
of therapeutic value in bringing out tha ugly 
white reaction. "The woman who stood 
with her kids on the corner and swore a 
blue streak” at the marchers la "making an 
honest confession of her hate, fear and dis¬ 
trust.” explains Mr. Briggs. He Indicates 
that this sort or “confession" is essentia] be¬ 
fore many of the racial problems of the 
North can be solved. 

Nevertheless, the demonstrations have met 
with far from unanimous supper from civil 
right*, religious and labor leaders. "Any 
Chicagoan could have advised Dr. King that 
the Selma technique was not suited” to the 
Windy City, comment* Roy Wilkins, execu¬ 
tive director of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People. "Noth¬ 
ing has come of It except a hardening of 
attitudes.” 

Chicago’s Roman Catholic Archbishop 
John P. Cody, a supporter of the Chicago 
civil right* movement, ho* asked that the 
demonstrations be ended "at this time” 
even though the right "to march and 
demonstrate is in Itself beyond question." 
The United Auto Workers also has pressured 
tha King organization to end demonstra- 
tions. Charles Chiakulls. regional director 
of the AFt-CXCre industrial unto* depart¬ 


ment, which Is helping Chicago civil rights 
groups organize tenant unions, notes that 
many clergymen, labor leader* and other 
whites, who supported civil right* demon¬ 
strations In the South, back down when 
marches are held in their home ground. 

It remains to be seen whether Martin 
Luther King’s drive In Chicago, which he 
pictures as a "pilot project" lor the North, 
will hove the success or win the same wide 
support as the marches in Selma or other 
ports of the South. Likewise It’s an open 
question whether the drive will strengthen 
or weaken civil right* legislation In Congress 
this fall, or succeed in opending many all- 
white area* to Negroes. 

In early July, however. Dr. King led 10.000 
marchers on city hall here to demand an 
"open city” and met with general apathy 
and indifference. Jeers and bricks show 
that this has all changed. The issues are 
now clearer, and battle lines are drawn, and 
it Is precisely In this typ« of situation that 
Dr. King’s methods have proven most ef¬ 
fective in the past. 
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Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 15217 
Dear, 



SwiHf WT,0N CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

~' TE^ jtl/ —e YS^UIbitl si 
Your letter of May 28th has been received. ^6^ A 

_ _ _ In response to your Inquiry ae to whether or not 

Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 

Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hooyer 


■» 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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attsburgh, Pennsylvania 15P1? 
May dQy 1^68 


Honorable J* Edgar Hoover- Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I have been hearing from a number ofsources the 
allegation that the late Dr, Martin Luther^-King was a 
card-carrying member of tTlt C(7rir)TrnTS?T"'! , ai!' ly . 'According 
to some of these sources, this ’’fact" is a matter of 
record in the files of the Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation, the Pennsylvania State Police, and other law- 
enforcement agencies throughout the united States. 


It is my opinion that 


this matter should be clari¬ 


fied in one way or another. The American public should 
know that the late Dr. King was either a member of the 
Communist Party, or he was not. Rumors such as the ones 
I have been hearing should not be permitted to circulate 
without being challenged. 


I resoectfully request that you advise me as to 
the veracity of the rumors I have been hearing. Was 
the late Dr. Martin Luther King a card-carrying member 
of the Communist Party? 

Your assistance in this matter will be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you. ^EC-19 



Sine erely yours ^ ^y 



JUN 6 1968 
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Your letter o t May 30th has been received. 

In response to yair Inquiry, the FBI has never 
made any statements to the effect that Martin Luther King was 
a communist cm- had any communist affiliations. Information of 
this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters 

of a confidential nature. ^ ° 

Sincerely yours, 

7. Edgar Hoovtf 
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NOTE: BufUes contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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May 29, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 20535 


,,->>.4. iviaii OAfctTAikirn 

All INFUKMAI «un wn i «nu» 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


itinc to vou as President of the 


_ i- _ - ! i.. fT*l D TS \ t li T..J.1_ 

pcrwaxtixiig i#t» nits nev. ur, naru ji i»ui>ner 


Will you please verify for me, if and when Dr. King was 
placed on the list of known Communists in this country by 
the F. B. I. Also, if there has ever been published or in¬ 
formation released by the F. B. I. that he was a "fellow 
traveler" or connected with the Communist in any manner. 


Thflnlf vnn Tromr Hn^l w 


Sincerely yours. 
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UNITED STATES Gl ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 

The Director 

DATE 

FROM 

N. P. Callahan 


/ / 



si irifct 

TL- r* ^^.^mcciAnnl R ornfrl 



Pages E4783-E47S8. Congressman Rarick, (D) Louisiana, 
stated "Church League of America, 422 North Prospect Street, Wheaton, *11., 
in its News and Views Report for May 1968, has issued a 55-page comprehensive 
V documentary or, M. L. c K i n g, Jr., entitled, 'His Three*"Pronged Attack On: * 

1. Christ and the Bible, 2. The United States of America, 3. Lav; and Order. " 
He included portions of the report with his remarks. This material contained 
Information regarding announcements made by King which included the 
following: "Was critical of the F.B. 1. especially in Albany, Georgia. In 
a sermon delivered November 15, in New York City King is quoted as 
saying that reports of alleged Southern outrages against Negroe 3 filed with y 

the F. B. I. 'produced no action.'-J. Edgar Hoover told a House 

Appropriations Committee that communists are infiltrating the Civil Eights N 
movement. King said that that statement was a smear and that Hoover 
’has allowed himself to aid and abet the fallacious claim of Southern 
racists and extreme right wing elements. **’ 





In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 


he core tor 


was reviewed and pertinent items were 
markec for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
ry /* Dortions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
« '/ Jc^ritqcjjpeau case or subject matter files. 
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HON MANY TIME MUST THE POSITIVE ID AND-INFORMANTION HEARD ON 
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Memorandum 


The Director 


N. P. Callahan 


(p 0 *7 (p DATt ' 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE BY SWJ /fe tJji- 


Pages H4358-H4359. Congressmen Resnick, (D) New York; 
Jcelson, (D) New Jersey; and Smith, (D) Iowa, spoke concerning invasion 
oi privacy and wiretapping. Mr. Resnick commented on recent disclosures 
in columns by Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson that former Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy had ordered a tap placed on the phone of Martin Luth er~T£ing. 
He stated ’’The fact that a high-ranking public official—a member of the 
President's Cabinet—legally could, and actually would, order the FBI to 
bug the telephone of a distinguished American like Dr. King is an affront 
to the causes to which Dr. King dedicated his life. Even more important, 
however, it clearly illustrates how easily the power to tap a telephone— 
even when legally granted—can be abused and diverted from its primary 

intention.-These disclosures constitute the strongest arguments I 

can think of to back up the present Attorney General, Mr. Ramsey Clark, in 
his support of the administration’s proposed antiwiretap bill. " Mr. Resnick 
pointed out that so far the only reply to the charges is a statement issued 
by the press secretary of the person involved. Mr. Resnick stated 1T I 
suggest a hearing under oath, at which the person directly concerned here can 
testify fully about his role in this disgraceful affair, which discredits him 
and demeans the office that was used for this purpose. " Mr. Joelson stated 
an Attorney General can tap a wire without any court order, merely on his 
cwa say-so, then the right of privacy as we have known it in this country is 
cloud and gone. This statute should be looked into. " Mr. Smith stated 
”1 happen to be one who thinks wiretapping should be legalized in some 

individual cases involving serious crimes and only by court order.- 

I t;.irk tnis is one thing we need to deal with in this Congress before we go 
heme. It will be part of the crime bill coming over from the Senate and I 
hone we very carefully provide the proper conditions under which wiretapping 
will be permitted and that we protect against abuses in the future such as it 


is alleged have occurred in the past. " 




In the original oi a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for 1 // * ■'' '• was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has teen prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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SI BJECT APPROVAL OF WIRETAPS AND MICROPHONES 
BY ROBERT F. KENNEDY 






Callahan — 

Conrad_ 

Felt _ 
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Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel _ 

Trailer _ 
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Holmes_ 

Gandy _ 


Mr. Carl Greenburg, Political Editor of the Los Angeles 
Times, called shortly after 2 p.m, today and advised that the Los 
Angeles Times had just been furnished a statement by Frank Mankiewicz, 
Press Secretary to Senator Kennedy. According to Mr. Greenburg, 
this statement related to Drew Pearson's claim that Senator Kennedy 
authorized FBI bugging or wiretapping of Martin Luther Mr. 

OrRPnhnrcr qq 1H that ho nriahoA tho Hiirnon Tn Karra tho KanatH nf fVii o 

fy UVk^M W»l*v MV IMUHVU U<V A/M V»U W MH T V UQUUIV VA UUD 

statement and also would appreciate any comment the Director might 
wish to make concerning it. 

Mr. Greenburg was advised that the FBI had made no 
comment what soever regarding Drew Pearson's article. He did ask, 
however, if at all possible the attached statement be brought to Mr. 
Hoover's attention personally because as he said he was "more brutal" 
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matter. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that "no comment" be made concerning j 
the attached Kennedy statement and that Mr. Greenburg be so advised J/ 
by my office. (i ^ ^ t* 1 * 

v / —^ ^ i I told Bishop to stick to 

' ~ “no comment." 


Enclosure / 
j »UJsafiVf - , 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enc. 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enc. 
1 - Mr. Jones - Enc. 

HPL:paxn ) ,,_- 

(5) 

V £0 ox' 1 ^ 




no comment." 
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"Senator Kennedy has continuously stated that at no time 
while he was Attorney General did he approve or authorize any 
electronic surveillances of anyone. Pursuant to policies in effect 
since President Roosevelt's Executive Order of 1940, he did, as 
Attorney General, approve a limited number of wiretaps in national 
security cases but, on each occasion, only at the written request of 
the FBI. Since leaving the Department of Justice, Senator Kennedy 
has not discussed any particular individual case and he will not do 
so now. 


"It is unfortunate that Drew Pearson is permitting him¬ 
self to be used in J. Edgar Hoover's continuing campaign against 
Martin Luther Xing — now apparently against the memory of 
Martin Luther King. 

"The information that Pearson discusses in his column 
from the alleged surveillance was developed, according to him, in 
1968, two Attorneys General and one President later and well after 
President Johnson's order forbidding such practices." 
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While I would like to be of ksslsttnce in response to 


your letter of May 19th, with enclosure, concerning the alleged 
communist affiliations of Martin Luther~Klng and others, informa¬ 
tion of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a 


confidential nature. 


S 


incerelx yours 
Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. "American Opinion" 
is a John Birch Society publication and is also the name of a book store 
operated by this organization. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Justice Department 
Washington, DC 
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May 29, 1968 
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Dear Sii: y«->t 

I am enclosing a post card, which, I do beleive to be 

factual - 

I would like to know from your Department if these people 
are correctly identified - 

Can you tell me if there is further information available 
to the public concerning the background of these people as I would like 
to use it in my seventh grade Social Studies class. 




Sincerely, 


/s/ 
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AlLiKFORMATON contains 
HERciN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
BATE AdMJ_PY. 5 

'ovhf 


Your letter of May 27th haa been received. 


\ 

IV 

*0 


In response to your request concerning communist 
activities or affiliations of Martin Luther King, information of 
this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters 
of a confidential nature. I regret I am unable to be of help in this 
Instance. 


As you may know, UNESCO is affiliated with the 
United Nations and I have referred your inquiry to The Honorable, 
The Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 20520, for any assist¬ 
ance he may be able to render. 

„ cotttaiked Sincerely yours, 

_ttfied 

H rprr- ^ j. Edgar Hoover 

EXC*-*- - • * 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Copy of incoming 
sent to The Secretary of State by form referral of same date. 


ToI»on _ 

D.Loacti _ 

Mohr _ 

Bj*hop _ 

Casper _ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad _ 

F.lt __ 

Gole__ 

Ro»en _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel _ 

Trott.r_ 

T.le, Room _ 

Holm** _ 

Goidy _ 







tA 


/ 5 /? C \ 


) n 


V. C ) 


f 

0 _. 


^ «VOI| fjr . . 

^tf -$YSrfcf*y 7 

f{ ou^ *<2- d>-<^-v^ 

Cl-'>'-<(' auM 

. 2 CO Jt^t-A—l. OtS*a '-T^^W (L'AA-cC'^i^. 

; Q>/* sckootj a (7 // 

$^L, U~J> 

'7' ^ ^ ^ 

u t/ 

w^ _^£., =7 a j&L^. 

<y-^^- cACJUl^,^ t (pa. J) w ^ iO 

eg _Jl7cf ^JLc^^_ 

^ ^ fct^(y ^jfcfc* C5 cGa-J^y Q~y^i 

7A<*nju_ ^ .^j2^z3L^f 77 1 - 

C~<sjt 

^X> 

Ok_>-€- £* 

Ik, ^ Afe- 


T 


-T^X Cl JL.^c. A^rC^^ 

XX a_ 

p 


*- 7, <Aa *. 


^7 C^e 


£%-=!_ 




. £v v'' 





~X 


*=--- j- 

^AA<^r ^JLoaxa-*- 

-£X " 


CORRESrO 



4_. 




<. ^ 2 - 






CL ^- ■h —a-vL {£—<. (T— KiLL*^ T, 

L> u-c C. _L-~ ^ <r- U-t~r-k , CU^ .^tJ'-L ... 

_Ai *^*«XU. aJy~£:0}\)ESCc 


T 

c^— 



0 <7 0 




'L'^ i (j^ dl Jx 0_^“«- ( £X/^3l l- 0 cJ-t^C. 



r. 0 


O-, 




> 


CL c^rv^_ j) ^lxLCC oL-o c^-A O £_ CL^'t^ l^L-^3, 


TALfcJt V.fc 


o-j^ S 


t^O O^^Lx-l- 


6■- 


($>■— A 

j zt*-£ 



j^Jl. l@ 




JE ^ t. v'^ ^ 


t/ 








Cl 


3 


a - 


Lu-^^ L ( -x~L .i 


X r,^ ClUABX*^ i 

~' " d 





TRUE COPY 


c<\ ■»£#,. i-■. 

a -"-« ' sp^^ 

WjU 


May 27 - 1968 


My Dear Mr. Hoover; 


Please send as soon as possible any and all informa¬ 
tion you have that Martin LutherKing h ad in dealing with Communism. 

2 weeks ago my children brought home (From school) 
their Weekly Reader, Which I f m sure you*re familiar with. This 
Weekly Reader had on back a large picture of King saying below it. 
How great he was etc. To me this is braimmshing our children. 

As I know he was an agitator 6 did have communist in his S.C.E.C. 
Such as Hunter Pitts O’dall. And many others. 


Maybe you are reluctent to let out such information. 
But how else can we fight communism if we do not have proof. We 
must k now our enemies. 

I have the school board r eady and eager to hear my 
profit Please help me in this!! 


We cannot allow our children to be taught such in 
school. Also there is qufcet a big question about UNESCO. Please 
send anything you can to support me. As I have four children, and 
would rather do anything than leave this country a communistic place 
for them. While we still can, lets do all we can to rid the United States 
of Subversion and brain washing in our public schools. Because our 
youth of today is the leaders of tomorro^^ ^ ^ 


t- 
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/s/ 


-y \9feain Please Help 
^ Sincerely_ 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF E ISA/JAf/jL . 
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May 29, 1966 



/Illinois 60202 
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Tolson 


Dear! 



been received. 


Tour letter of May 24th, with enclosure, has 


✓ ~ 


& 


^ • With Respect to the statements'll* the document 

you forwardedconoenki^ Martin Luther Kix^^PN** ^ 
information of this nature, whether substantiated Or not, cannot 
be released because of a D ep ar t m ent of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature, hi view of this, it is not 
possible for me to comment as you desire* 

As to your other request, it is contrary to my 
long-s t a n di n g policy to evaluate material not prepared by per¬ 
sonnel of this Bureau* . . 

' * ' t' T 

c .*> Tour enclosure is being returned as requested. 


¥ 


'MAILED 6 

MAY231968 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
Edgar Hoover 

ax* 

VSRTV ’t -.* r r:?xx& 

IXClPi r~r_ show! . 



Bnclosure 

NOTE: BufilesReflect previous joutgolng to 
7/23/51, at which time he was ttankecf f^irbrl _ 
attention some quotes attributed tirhuh. J He was furnished the cor¬ 
rect source of ttes^dotes. >Wp>ha^e. had fimiied brit cordial corre¬ 
spondents ^ith*the f *Washington Observer Newsletter* 
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Evanston, Illinois 
60201 - 



May 24, 1968 
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Gentlemen: 

/H Ct b i t ^ u i - , 

I am trying with a church group to arrive at 4 
balanced picture of the truth out of a virtual avalanche of view¬ 
points disseminated. 


We would be greatly helped if you would comment 
on the marked portion in the enclosed ’Washington Observer, " 
whether it is essentially true, or what, or whether in this case -} 

the "confidential F.B.I. report" was a collection of hear-say / 

allegations, rumor, etc. before screening or investigation. / 

(Kindly return the copy if possible.) 


We’d also appreciate having your general evalu¬ 
ation of "Washington Observer" reporting and comment, if this 

Is within your policy. EX-105 «B 5 /(l0 . / 0 U/7 O 

Kindly accept our appreciation. 

4 . • •: JON 4 1S60 

Very sincerely, 


JVt? 







U *7 ($■) Evanston.Illinois 
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WASHINGTON OBSERVER 


NEWSLETTER 


"They that C'm jive up essential liberty to obtain a uide temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety " 


UoTfr ALL tilFQfiiVIAESN COXTAKFfl" 


enjamin Franklin 


Number 45 
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PANAMA 

PLAN 


were exclusively cx^^cd 


There are some hidden aspects to the 
pending treaties with Panama that have 
not been brought ouL In fact, even 
though the main contents of the treaties 

L.. r* 

uy tv A^nirnji kjis 

Newsletter early last year, the Administration still 
has not officially revealed them. 

One of the “hookers’’ in the treaties concerns gamb¬ 
ling. A joint FBI*IRS investigation has uncovered 
that big-time Nevada gamblers are currently using 
Panama as a base for tax dodging. They habitually 
skim 10% to 15% of each day’s winnin gs off the top 
of their take and secretly transport it to Panama, 

wtw>r» if 




hartOn r>l 

pvinvuoi avwtuiio, 


in check 


Then, the money can be drawn out “clean’ 
form to buy up businesses on the mainland. 

LBJ is not only well aware of these tax dodging 
activities, but according to his friend, columnist Drew 
Pearson: “LBJ came up with the offer that Grant 
Sawyer (former Governor of Nevada—Ed.) become 
Governor General of the Panama Canal Zone.” Un¬ 
fortunately, word leaked out of the pending Sawyer 
appointment, and a Pawa»naniim fi» H rrrn, 

charged that Sawyer was to be sent down to organize 
gambling casinos and set up a divorce mfll for Panama 
City. This has given LBJ second thoughts about ap¬ 
pointing Sawyer. 

Although the appointment of Grant Sawyer, the 
gamblers' choice, has been stymied, the new treaties 
carefully avoid cracking down on the gamblers’ illegal 
operations in Panama. 

Incidentally many observers believe LBJ will wait 
until his foreign aid bill is passed before resuming pres¬ 
sure to ratify the Panama treaties. He has been forced 
to delay because Liberty Lobby generated too much 
heat against them. 


WAR 

", PDflPIT 

• IIVI II 


The $400 million that was raised in tax 
deductible contributions for Israel was 
only part of the profits reaped by the Zion¬ 
ists from the brief war. 

Israel is due to receive some $30 million in agricul¬ 
tural commodities under the “food for peace” program. 

V At least 150 French-made Mirage fighter-bombers 
and 25 U.S. Phantom planes have been ***> to l«r»d 
disguised as “parts” for repairs or replacements. The 
new planes are not completely assembled but can be 
quickly put together. 


fik ,r 

WASTE 


tk~ ttjLM r CddjAmltL 

#r UbetaI DenSoarat, Wisconsin’s Senator Bill 
Proxmire, Chairman of the Senate Economy 
in Government Subcommittee, has uncov¬ 
ered shocking evidence of waste in govern¬ 
ment purc hasing 

He discovered that the Federal government de¬ 
stroyed $35 million worth of unused medical supplies 
over the past two years. 

Why? Because the Jaw doesn’t permit the government 
to dispose of these supplies through its surplus property 
program until they have deteriorated. 

The 1962 “Truth in Negotiations” Act requires that 
cost-plus contractors maintain accurate, complete and 
It is impossible to determine real 


MUi^UI wusi icwiu», 


cost on contracts without having accurate, up-to-date 
cost data. The Proxmire Subcommittee had General 
Accounting Office expert accountants examine the 
books on 242 major contracts and found that in 90% 
of these the law was flouted. The accounting experts 
estimated that $3 billion was wasted in excessive costs 
on non-competitive cost-plus negotiated Defense De¬ 
partment contracts last year, yet Defense Secretary 
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last year by his economy measures. 

Who is telling the truth—the task force of expert 
accountants who audited the books, or Mr. McNamara? 

Chairman Proxmire says: “If you’re a typical Amer¬ 
ican family, your tax charge this year for defense costs 
will be about $1,600. Most of this will go into what 
the Defense Department buys.” 

Michigan Congressmen Charies C. 
Diggs and John Conyers bpth backed 
up Gov. George Romney when be 
called for federal troops during the 
Detroit riot. Both are Negroes. 

Diggs, while en route to visit Adam Clayton Powell 
on the island of Bimini recently, attended a night dub 
in Miami. While there he was assaulted by a Negro 
gang and beaten up. Diggs learned the value of the 
white man’s law. 

Conyers, however, was strongly opposed to asking 
for federal troops at first. As he was huddling with 
Romney and Diggs, however, he was given word that 
rioters in his district had just burned down his office. 

This was enough to ™ir« Conyers change his tune. 
While he seemed perfectly willing to see “Whitey’i” 
homes and businesses destroyed, his own was different 
That’s why Diggs and Conyers supported Romney. 
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For some reaso" the “free press” 
seems to be coring news of 
what could be the most momen¬ 
tous discovery of the post-war 

period. 

This is a lightweight, powerful storage battery which 
— if the claims advanced are true — will make elec¬ 
tric autos practical. 

Although millions of coughing, bleary-eyed citizens 
in our smog-shrouded cities would joyously welcome 
such a development, one can imagine the lengths to 
which the oil barons would go to suppress it. Its pop¬ 
ularization would mean the virtual ruin of the multi- 
billion dollar oil industry. 

The new battery, which was developed by scientists 
at the Chicago-based Argonne National Laboratory, 
who were searching for a means to convert nuclear 
reactor heat directly into electricity, uses a lithium- 
tellurium alloy as the cathode and lithium as the anode, 
with a mixture of lithium halides serving as electrolite. 
Experimentally, the cell has produced up to 500 watts 
of power per pound of weight. This compares with only 
*12 watts per pound produced by a good lead-add 
battery. 

However, the battery must operate at a temperature 
of 800 degrees. Thus, additional weight will be required 
for insulation and a self-heating arrangement Further 
research and development is expected to lick this prob¬ 
lem easily. Incidentally, the battery can be recharged 
in 15 minutes! 

Although lithium is used in H-bombs, tellurium 
has heretofore been dumped by mines in the West as 
useless. Uranium used to be worthless, too, remember? 



NERO 

LBJ 


As Commanda-in-Chief of the Nation's 
armed services. President Johnson has per¬ 
sonally pinned more medals on combat vet¬ 
erans than any head of state since the Em¬ 
peror Napoleon of Fiance. 

In his coat lapel he modestly displays his own decora¬ 
tion — the Silver Star medal awarded hi m during 
World War II. 


Since the President — as the strong, silent type — 
it coy about explaining the deed of valor which earned 
his decoration (even though he loves to murmur about 
his “sentimental memories” of dead comrades-in-arms 
and battlefield experiences), WO has searched the 
Pentagon archives for the real story. We think you 
will find it singularly inspiring. 

Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson was appointed a 
lieutenant commander in the Navy on January 21, 
1940, and went on active duty December 19, 1941. 
Ordered to the Pacific for “inspection duty** (despite 
the fact he had no naval training), he served in New 
Zealand and Australia and was awarded the Army 
Silver Star. On July 16, 1942, he was released from 
duty on his own application when President Roosevelt 


ruled that members * Congress did not have to serve 
in the armed forces 

LBJ’s citation reads: “For gallantry in action in the 
vicinity of Port Moresby and Salamaura, New Guinea, 
on June 9, 1942. While on a mission erf obtaining 
information on the South Pacific area. Lieutenant 
Commander Johnson, in order to obtain personal 
knowledge of combat conditions, volunteered as an 
observer on a hazardous aerial combat mission over 
hostile positions in New Guinea. As our planes neared 
the target area they were intercepted by eight hostile 
fighters. When, at this time the plane in which Lieu¬ 
tenant Commander Johnson was an observer developed 
mechanical trouble and was forced to turn back alone, 
presenting a favorable target to the enemy fighters, he 
evidenced marked coolness in spite of the hazards in¬ 
volved. His gallant action enabled him to obtain and 
return with valuable information.” 

For some reason or other, not a single member of 
the B-26 crew other than Lyndon Johnson received an 
award although all of than shared equally in the 
danger and all were in possession of the same “informa- 


It is no secret in Washington that 
the brothers Rostow are carrying 
the ball on trade with the com¬ 
munist enemy during the Vietnam 
war, as well as the nuclear disarmament erf the United 
States which, with Secretary of Defense Robert Strange 
McNamara presiding, is approaching total success. 

Both Eugene V. Debs Rostow and LBJ White House 
Advisor Walt W. Rostow have peddled socialism for 
years, and both served as subordinates in Geneva to 
Gunnar Myrdal, the Swedish socialist who made a trade 
treaty with the Soviet Union which almost ruined the 
Swedish economy. Now Myrdal*s daughter is selling 
disarmament in speeches before the Disarmament Com¬ 
mittee in Geneva, chief propaganda vehicle for the 
unilateral nuclear disarmament of the USA. 

If it seons strange that the Rostows are carrying the 
Rockefeller Brothers* program erf trading with the 
communist enemy while Soviet bullets and missiles kill 
and maim American fighting men in Vietnam, it should 
not. Walt W. Rostow wrote his book advocating an 
“end of nationhood** under a grant from a Foundation 
established by a capitalist. Walt worked three years 
at M.I.T. on his The United States in the World Arena 
(Harper’s I960) under a grant from the Carnegie 
Fund. In that book Walt made the following assertions 
indicative erf his thinking: 

“America is essentially a continental island off the 
greater land mass of Eurasia; we must have a Fed¬ 
erated Organization under effective international law 
which recognizes this Eurasian sup er i o rity ; and the 
United States must finance the whole worid with no 


tkm 

ROSTOWS & 
RUSSIANS 



strings attached, even at the cost of damaging our own 
economy.” ( 

There is an old political adage that eventually 
extremes meet. The Rockefeller brothers’ compact 
with the notorious Cyras Eaton to trade with the Com¬ 
munist enemy, which thus far has killed over 13,000 
Americans and wounded over 85,000, besides produc¬ 
ing profits, is supposed to bring the USA and the 
USSR closer together. The Rostow brothers, who 
want to socialize the whole world and who have sup¬ 
ported to this end such measures as the notorious 
Havana Charter of 1948, which was repudiated by the 
U.S. Congress, are amoftg the chief retailers of die line 
that the United Slates is moving toward socialism, while 
Russia is moving away from a police dictatorship in 
the same direction. 

As Walt Rostow phrased this in a speech at, of all 
places, the warfare school at Fort Bragg, “it will not be 
a victory of capitalism over socialism. It will not be a 
victory of the United States over Russia. It will be a 
victory of men and nations over the forces that wish 
to entrap and exploit their revolutionary aspirations.” 

In close touch with the Rostows and key figures in 
the conspiracy to expand trade with the Reds are cer¬ 
tain Wall Street forces which bear a long historical re¬ 
lationship with the Bolsheviks. Indeed, the Bolshevik 
takeover in 1917 was made possible only by die lavish 
financing of revolutionary movements by the same New 
York international bankers who are now using the 
Rostows to break down American reluctance to trade 
with the enemy. Sidney Weinberg’s Goldman-Sachs, 
Lazard Freres and the Rothschilds can be named in 
this connection. 


Trading with the enemy is a criminal act and all 
those mentioned would be subject to prosecution if 
Lyndon Johnson had declared war in Vietnam as the 
Constitution requires. Instead, die Rostows are work¬ 
ing for Lyndon in high official posts. 

And as a prominent General said privately recently 
to a WO reporter, “Don’t underestimate die power 
these dangerous conspirators exert day by day in the 
Western World.” 



e first disclosure that a secret 
I report existed which tied Mar¬ 
tin Luther King in with communism 
was published in Washington Ob- 
"Lette* No. 13 in the February 15, 1966 


At that time Attorney General Nicholas De B. 
Katzenbach refused to turn over this file to the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. In fact, Katzy 
lied and denied to Congressman (now Governor-elect 
of Mississippi) John Bell Williams that die file even 
existed. Katzenbach made this prevarication in the 
presence of President Lyndon B. Johnson at the White 
House. 


WO is now hapj"' to report that the FBI file on King 
is not only in the ids of the HU AC but copies are 
also in the hands of Congressman John J. Rooney 
(D-NY), chairman of a House Appropriations Sub¬ 
committee and Senator John McClellan (D-Ark) 
Chairman of the Senate Permanent Investigating Sub¬ 
committee. 


The lawmakers were so shocked at what they read 
i n the c o nfidential FBI rep ort that they plan to summon 
King before their committees and delve deeply Into 
his involvement with Communist conspii 
previously reported in WO, when the FBI aaefits hac 
King under surveillance they observed him meet 
well-identified Soviet espionage agent ahihe Ke 
Airport in New York. They also/£ecured evidt 
that King was re cei ving large supfs of money from a 
well known^Amgrican_Commmiist agent who gives 
King instructions which h/ implicitly obeys./The 
Federal agents also adduct evidence of his u nsavor y 
personal con duct in Washington hotels and 
and the fact that he ha^violated the Mann Act (white 
slavery). This is a violation erf the U&Ciiminal Code 
that comes under the purview of the Fm, but neither 
, Attorney General Katzenback nor hi^successor, Ram¬ 
sey Clark would allthe FBI to^present the evidence 
before a Federal 


If the Congressional probers bring out the full facts, 
both Katzenbach and Clark can be cited for malfea¬ 
sance in public office and prosecuted. LBJ is exerting 
all the pressure at his command to kill the three¬ 
pronged investigation by Congress. 

It is doubtful that McClellan will yield since he does 
not need LBJ to get reelected and there are no skele¬ 
tons in his closet that would make him susceptible to 
blackmail. Note: Drew Pearson is diligently trying 
to dig up a scandal to discredit the hard-hitting prober 
from Arkansas. 


Sen. Everett M. Dirksen (R-Ill), who in 
his youth wanted to be an actor, can 
dance a mean pirouette on the,.Senate 
Floor when LBJ asks him to switch sides. 
Other things about the changeable senator are as 
phoney as his convictions. 

Dirksen is known far and wide for his meUifiuous 
voice and touseUed hair. These trade marks have 
made him famous. 

Only a few insiders know that Dirksen's voice has 
been trained so well that he speaks in his sepulchral 
monotone habitually. But when surprised, he has a 
habit of squealing like a schoolgirl. 

Dirksen’s hairdo is the product of a certain Wash¬ 
ington beauty shop which twice each month marcels 
his curly locks and dyes his hair sliver. Dirksen’s 
favorite beauty operator is a “Mr. Jack” who sets his 
appointment after normal business hours. * 


PRETTY 

EVERETT 


"What’s in a name?” rhetorically asked 
Shakespeare. But- ^ Bard of Avon 
was in error when be minimized the 
importance of names, or at least he 
would be ill error in Washington, D. C. today. 

The name of "Cohen” is a mighty name in Federal 
oflkuldom. Most taxpayers are somewhat familiar with 
the name of Sheldon S. Cohen, Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue. 

If you want to organize a corporation to operate 
interstate or sell stock to the public, you will have to 
secure permission from Manuel F. Cohen, Chairman, 
Securities and Exchange 1 Commission. 

If you have Federal problems involving health, 
education and welfare, your fate may depend on a 
decision of Wilbur J. Cohen, under Secretary of HEW 
or a legal ruling by Joel Cohen, Assistant General 
HFW 

If your problem involves public welfare, a final 
determination may be made by Shepard Cohen, Finance 
and Business Manager, Department of Public Welfare. 

Or if you advertise too aggressively or enter into a 
gentlemen’s agreement on fair prices you may be prose¬ 
cuted by Fletcher G. Cohn, Assistant General Counsel, 
Federal Trade Commission. 

And again quoth old Bill Shakespeare: "that which 

we call a rose bv anv other name would smell as 

- - — • # * 

sweet.” 


•' A ROSE 
IS A ROSE 


. During the recent Middle 

UbServationi East J * 5 * 5 tb ' Turk i, pre ' 

vented our fighter planes 
from taking off by installing .50 calibre machine guns 
to cover every fighter at our leased air fields there. This 
story will be denied by the Pentagon, but is known to 
thousands of American personnel in Turkey.... Police 
in Miilbrook, N. V. recenuy arrested 41 persons at the 
estate of Timothy Leary, the LSD prophet. One pris¬ 
oner turned out to be Leary’s 17-year-old son, John. 
The next morning father Leary appeared to post bail, 
wearing flowers in his hair. . . . Some political ob¬ 
servers believe that the Russians have made a deal for 
Zionist support of internationalizing the Panama Canal, 


in return for which Russia will support internationaliz¬ 
ing Suez. . . . Since the new gun laws in New York 
state, a man can no longer shoot at an intruder in his 
own home unless he is attacked first, and he better be 
able to prove it . . . According to Naval intelligence, 
22 Russian flag ships and three Polish ships have hauled 
cargo each month to Vietnam for the past two years. 
Their monthly tonnage averages 178,500. . . . Willie 
Wright, Negro firebrand who played a big part in the 
recent Newark riots, is reported to have joined his 
friend, Stokely Carmichael, behind the iron curtain— 
in Czechoslovakia. 


Earlier this year President Johnson launched a "See 
America First” campaign in an effort to keep more 
tourist dollars in this country. Since then Loci Johnson 
Nugent spent her vacation in the Bahamas and Lynda 


Bird went on her second trip within a year to Europe 
after completing a ♦ to Mexico with George Hamil¬ 
ton. And all of the LBJ family has been to Expo '67 in 
Montreal at the taxpayers* expense. . . . Lynda Bird 
has been slumming around England with eight Secret 
Service bodyguards, six more than she gets when in 
Washington. "This is my year to live it up,” she re¬ 
cently told Mrs. Angler Biddle Duke at a White House 
party . . . There are 30 USSR satellites In outer space 
now that are unidentified. No one seems to know what 
they are for. Could be nuclear weapons. This was 
brought out in secret hearings before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. . . . Charles Percy, Rockefeller’s 
Senator from Illinois, once admitted before the Ways 
and Means Committee that all of the Bell k Howell 


lenses are made in Japan. Percy made a bundle with 
Bell k Howell before be got interested in making money 

in rw\YitUe Urn it a wra at n/ftnnrat# nf imnnrtifift 
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labor goods from overseas, thereby throwing American 
workers out of jobs. 


Crystal 

Ball 



Last March, the Sen¬ 
ate, in the face of 
overwhelming public 
opposition, ratified 
the Consular Treaty. But to date the Soviet Union 
itself has not ratified it, although even Senator "Dolly” 
Dirksen complained (before he switched) that the 
pressure on him from the Russian Embassy to ratify 
it was strong. WO predicts that die Kremlin will with¬ 
hold its approval of the treaty until the U.S. grants 
unrestricted travel of Soviet diplomats in this Nation. 
However, the U.S.5.R. will not grant reciprocity. LBJ, 
under prodding of the Rostow-Fortas-Goldberg gang, 
will capitulate to the Reds. 


It wasn’t too long ago that President Johnson was 
calling for a Far Eastern summit conference, which 
was planned to include all free nations. But already, 
Thailand, Cambodia and the Philippines have rejected 
the idea. WO predicts that the co n fe r ence will not 
materialize, thus creating another blow to American 
prestige. 


• • a 

Providing that he lives that long, within eighteen 
months Fidel Castro will move the capital of Cuba 
from Havana to the Isle of Pines. 


The Washington Observe* Newsletter is published 
semi-monthly except March 1, June 1, Se p tember I and 
December I when subscribers receive the quarterly mas- 
atiee. Us ausucis »» me for 

the Me*cu*y/Ob«*ve* packets: $10 for one year, $13 
for two fears, $20 for three years. Extra copie s of the 
Ounvn, 15c each. Perm talon to quote noted pro¬ 
vided the Obsesve* 1b gfveo as the so ur ce. P rinte d and 
mailed la Washbctoa, DjC 4 h o w e v er , tend all cor¬ 
respondence to P JO. Bos 1306, Torrance, Cal. 90505. 
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June 3, 1968 


ALL •« *' J • ' 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE£dl4d—BY 524^* 

lr*"»P 


Your communication of May 27th, with enclosures, 
has been received. 



In response to your inquiry, information in our files 
must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of the 
Department of Justice. The FBI has not and will not reveal such 
information to unauthorised sources. Is^Vowcver, & tender 

of tHs information being given out Fifljhsse:. L j .LC'j 

to ot .cr agencies of governs* fP v t * ; v 

I am returning the newspaper clipping as you requested. 


er 

r" 


Enclosure 
Newspaper Clipping 


Sincerely yours, 
7 . Edgar" Hoove^ 


'*TX COFTAiro 

--CTFIED 

HEREIN I" it 

XXCT.T? SH0V?a 1 

OIHffiWXSS*. 


U-A 
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!/ 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. His enclosures 
were aiDrew Pearson column captioned "Bobby ordered FBI to bug 
King's phone" and a postage stamp, utilized in reply. 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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UKfcW FtAKSUIN: 


Bobby ordered FBI 
to bug King's phone 



% 


* 


< 


The question of whether Bobby Kennedy, when attorney, 
general, ordered wide-scale wiretapping and eavesdropping by ( 
the FBI has become the subject of some controversy. It is also' 


very important in gauging 
Kennedy’s qualifications to 
be President, and whether be 
is telling the truth. After all, 
the matter of the credibility 
gap has become something 
of an issue these days. 

.In -this connection, this 
column has learned that, 
when attorney general, Ken¬ 
nedy ordered a wiretap put 
on the phone of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Kennedy denies this and 
other statements that be or- 
.dered or condoned the wide- 
scale wiretapping or eaves¬ 
dropping undertaken by the 
FBI while he commanded the 
Justice Department He states 
that nowhere in the Justice 
Department is there to be 
found a single eavesdrop 
order signed by him. 

However, the facts in the 
eavesdropping oo Dr. King 
are irrefutable and we can 
report them In detail. 

Attorney General Kennedy 
. first ordered Dr. King bugged 
1 on July 16, 1163. His reason 
j was that King was in touch 
with various Communists and 
was being influenced by 
t fcm. 

The order caused surprise 



Pearson 

in the FBI. During the 1960 
election campaign both Bob¬ 
by and his brother, the late 
President, bad offered to help 
Dr. King when he was ar¬ 
rested in Atlanta Oct If 
and re fuse d to post bood in 
connection with a civil-rights 
si tin. 

John F. Kennedy even is¬ 
sued a press release offering 
to help King, a gesture 
which had important effect 
on the Negro vote three 
, weeks later. In Cook County 
it was the Negro vote which 
gave Kennedy his slender 
. 6,000 vote margin in Illinois , 
and won him the presidency. , 

• • • 
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When, therefore, the broth¬ 
er of file President ordered 
a wiretap on Dr. King’s 
phone, the FBI was amazed 
and opposed It Courtney 
- Evans, who served as liaison 
officer between J. Edgar 
Hoover and Bobby Kennedy, 
told the attorney general 
that King traveled a lot, so 
a wiretap might not be too 
effective. Also be said that 
the wiretap would have a bad 
g reaction among Negroes if 
■ discov e red. The attorney gen- 
H eral remarked that he was 
not in the least interested 
in repercussions. 

J He did not press the mat- 
I Ur, and so the FBI did 
, not place any taps on King’s 
i wire in July, 1163. 

However, in October of that 
.year Bobby Kennedy signed 
order for a Up on King’s 
thereafter King’s 
conversations 


This may have been 

lllwlllvt i ll 


why 


• • • 

On Nov. 18, 1964, Hoover 
called Dr. King “the most no¬ 
torious liar in the country’? 
after King had urged civil- 
rights workers not to report 
violence to the FBI on the 
ground that FBI agents were 
Southerners who would take 
no action. 

King hurried to Washington 
for a showdown with Hoover. 
Emerging from the FBI di¬ 
rector’s office after their 
conference. King made a 
statement surprisingly favor¬ 
able to the FBI. He had no 
criticism for Hoover. Inti¬ 
mates have told us that King 
suspected Hoover was tap¬ 
ping his wires. However, King 
safer refined that the per¬ 
son who originally ordered 
the monitoring was Robert 
F. Kennedy, the man who bad i 
offered to help get King out of ' 
JaiL Later Kennedy was one 
of the most headlined mourn-; 
tri al King’s funeral, * 
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Tour letter of May 25th, with enclosure, has been 
received and I appreciate the Interest which prompted you to write 
and furnish me your comments in the matter you mentioned. I also 
want to thank you for your kind remarks. 



In response to your request, I do not feel it would be 
proper for me, as the head of a Federal investigative agency, to 
comment in the manner you desire. ! regret ! cannot be of assistance 
to you. 



MAILED 6 

MAY 2 91968 

COMM-FBI_ 


Sincerely yours, 
3 . Edgar Hoovw 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE —B YgPwuo».AA 




NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record identifiable with correspondent. Her 
enclosure is a copy of "My Weekly Reader,” a children’s newspaper 
published by American Education Pijbttcations. The back page of this 
article has a picture of Martin tutherKing and extols his activities. 
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TRUE COPY 


May 25, 1968 


Dear Sir, 


Enclosed is a newspaper my first grade child 
brought home from school. I was furious - was I wrong? In 
my mind, this man was not great - As far as I can see, he 
was not good for my country, and my resentment runs deep at 
having my children taught otherwise. It reeks of brain-washing - 
My reaction to this paper is, I suppose, merely a culmination 
of many things which have happened to my country in recent years. 

Your opinion is one which I respect. Could I / 
please have your thoughts on this matter ? 


Sincerely, 



oetosutf a"*"® 
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ML INFORMATION CONTAiNLW 

herein is unclassified 

date 


Honorable James A. Burke 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 10515 

My dear Congressman: 

Tour com 
letter you received from 
Massachusetts, has been received* 



You may wish to advise your constituents that say 
information regarding communist affiliations or activities of 
Martin Lutherfang, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
rtlfe&sed because of a Department of Justice order regarding all 
matters of a confidential nature, h addition, you may assure 1 
Mr. and Mrs. Eaton that we In the FBI will continue to discharge 
our responsibilities with the highest degree of thoroughness and J 
dispatch. 

Tour enclosure Is being returned as requested. 


MAILED 6 

MAY 2 4 1968 

COMM-FBI 


sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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vithCbi 


Enclosure 

NOTE: Bufiles reflect previous cordial corr espondence with con gressman 
Burke. Our files also reflect an outgoing her 

husband dated 4/5/65 thanking them for their kind comments and in response 
to their request regarding oommunism. They were referred to the Director \ 
books as well as furnished material on communism. 
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Dr. Martin Luther K 
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Congress of tf)t Hniteb States 
Spouse of iReprrsentatibe* 
■tofetngtnt. B.C. 


May 22, 1966 


Mr. Tolson 



Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Frit.. 

Mr. Cali:_ 


Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Sullivan- 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Room_ 

M.i\-= Ilulmes- 

Miss Gandy-_ 


Congressional Liaison 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

The attached comnunication 
is sent for your consideration, 
j Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 
the necessary information for re¬ 
ply, returning the enclosed corre¬ 
spondence with your answer. 




yiCLO&ttRfc 







Dear Rep. James Burke: 


May 12, 1968 


How about plenty of pressure on our liberal Atty General 
Clark for a complete investigation of Martin Luther King? The 
real truth about this pro communists, which has been oppressed 
for years should be told to the Americans. 

Our lousy news media has painted this man as Christ, 
when really he was the negroes worst enemy. Congress should 
also investigate the burning & sacking of the Capital by our 
leaders. 


How about it. Do you agree with me on this ? 

Yours truly, 



P. S. "Lets have Victory then Peace." 
not a sellout in Vietnam 


COPYrnm 







! r ~ 



^ /<< * 7/1 __ JX // 


y si & ——. 





Date of Mail 


Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Branch. 



See File 66-2554-7530 for authority. 



Permanent Serial Charge Out 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 


Page(sl w ithheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the follow ing statements, whew 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


□ Deleted under exemptions! _ - - - with no tegregable 

material available for release to you. 

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

HD Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

1 I Documents) originating with the following government agcncy(ies) ____— 

___ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 

V • 

—— Pagets) referred for consultation to the following government agency?ies); -———- 

__ _ . as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Pago's) withheld for the following reasonts): 


For vour information: 


■s_ £>c/Wg /oeocessfaf /i>vi/ 

* . * > y 7/ > 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
$ DELETED PAGE(S) $ 
5 SO DUPLICATION FEE £ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XlvTXXXAXXXXYXAAA^XX 


XX XX XX 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



UNITED STATES GO\ JVMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


date: 5 / 28/68 





SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1825) (C) 


CONTEMPLATED APPEARANCE OF 
MARTIN LUTHErHiNG AT 
COLUMBUS, OHIO, "5717/68 
RM 


Re Cl letter to Bureau, 3/28/68. 


Because of assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, case is being closed in Cincinnati Division. 

^2-Bureau (RM) 

1-Cincinnati 


(3) 

RFM/Jdc 


(\LL INFORMATION WJNJMNED 





seio-iaa-oi 


Buy U.S. Savings Bands Regularly on the Payroll Savings Pla** 
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MAT l '*2 IPITIOM 

cw gin t«c no Jr 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

4 

Memorandum 


The Director 


FROM N. P. Callahan 


SI BJECl The Congressional Record 


/T'j/isrfA/ jliTHe/: 


BOa * P™«r to continue ***£*** U toJ, 

interested io too (acts m the «mJS &L- !»**{•—but «•»•* wbo 

1 robafcljr bo newsewn ia Amerlca*ha «™ tk “ ra • otlu * d to * *«U <h»c:oi.rt. 

«o To. IrvtB About fc. i. “■Se^uX£»"‘ r *“ ** ^ **'*«*• *»* 

O^o. Under, of ^“r {jSl 1 £“*« * «* ****«.r 

by Mr. i-oot. Incl uded la tbis series **C B<5#a a ••'to* oi sdiioriab 

Hr- King. Tala editorial autaa TnereicJ^ # ^h U1 * flUt ‘ #d " ri * # Troti * About 

xaaraioro, lot to* record abov. Toot «au« 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

_^ — 4 mo * A 1 1 A I A I A ^ 1 n ^ 1 ^ 

HEREIN 15 UNU-K^intu 

owca_jj-t4_RY S£-tyj iLmJ* 

Vt. King spo*t ol ‘civil dinobedlance* oad 'attention-getting actlrUlaa,' bi* 
word* Croat* feat roslloaaaoaa ud di*»*U»l*cUo.M*t owrt *»■*(*** ** 1& 
atir astros* to notl%, tooting a* bloodshed. TOat tho sincerity el Ola ca.l 
lor Ireedos. (or Ml etsn mat bo manured by Ola lack ot eoncarn tor tbs Irsscoi: 

*wM Vlstnaams,.TbM tbi. atttt-d. - 

..._L^oiui. IKO Mo«* ftf lMi UAflmmM Allir,. VII BVCitM »7 ■» 

'-. TbM tUaj, prllclpM* f U- 

rMonilaa* attack oo fT4 Dlroctor J. Edgar Hooter to IN4. »*c»*lng tbe™! 
oi not protecting tb# legal MgbU ol aoatbora oogroo* nod dvU rlgbU ogE^ora 
Iron. tL itartsT la a celebrated latsrrtew, le which be aloo criticised rod 
oeck aaorUia, • Hooror called blag ’the met artortons Her te Me 
Alter coed leg Hooror Into aafctog tale eUteseot, Klee ptayod tbe get Hoorer 
role to tbe blit, eaggoetieg that tbe FBI director awe teltortog Wor tbe 

D*r*“S eleo-le ear eerMull,- 

eoaeldered opinion—e clerer denngegae. 

/o r '/Ot ( 

In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional ^TT* 

Record for *+ 2-3 ~£ P was reviewed and pertinent items were MAYfc £3 1968 

marked lor the Director’s attention. This form has been prepared in order that 

portions of a copy of thAoni^jial memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed ^ ^ __ 

in appropriate BurfaujjQ^^PsubJ^ct Qatter files. 

Z> sj -‘ *“ ‘Jpj J 


ginal fil 



Pates OM^rmtiU As&broo*., <K) Ohio, potato 

out thsi «nr since toe bectoniag of Usrtto Lather Mat's crusades, Ms^r© 
ooaeervatfre Coorga Sehsylsr ku boon waralnt thsy cecld lead oaty to vioence 
aad wouia Mt race atatost me*. Mr Aahbrook advised tool seauyler, a 
aewapaparutaa, baa stressed that too not aujorU; of Negroes aad whites do 
am waat or sets to* kind of racial coafroafatioaa that aiarkad Ui*’* earaar. 
Mr. Aahfcrooi placed to the Keeerd too articles written by Mr. Sehuyier sac 
published to tot Manchester (New Hampshire) Uaion Loader. Be also inserted 
to tee Hecord three editorials tram the tiatoe Loader, eoe of which was entitled 
* 1 he Trets About Dr. Mac ' This to the eno>e editorial placed to the Hecord 
b> Coecressttaa Harick aad set forth earlier to this memorandum. 



4-672 (Rev. 7-18-63) 
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UNITED STATES GO . ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO The Director IWTfc- 


FROM N. P. Callahan 


SUBJECT The Congressional Record 


; Ceogresscuna KnricIt, Q.) Louisiana. etat*- 

Our fellow country men must oaderstand that ftbe no-called demonstrations, 
iaOigntUes, and violence being prenfced agaiast America and Our American t 
UstUutioas arc neither spontaneous nor independent. TO# mobs—del yiac lav ! 
reason, and coaraatlon—must not be allowed to camouflage their dialo/alty l 
witli such deceitful slogans as tree speech, * ’non violence, * ‘discern. ‘ or the 
sympathy-inducing Intel o i ‘poor people. * - • • - A timely and thought-prorating 
statement on the execution aad proven success of such a program In the 
Communist ‘reiorm revolution that trough! Castro to power in Cuba has been 
prepared by bur. Mario C. Ksh!y, President of the de Ucto Government of 
k rtt Cuba- Casteo—a coaleaeeo Communist—was also aided by a cooperative 


communications media. ‘ He included Mr Aohiy’s statement with ais 
remarks Mr Karich also placed In the KecorU ether miscellaneous items. 

This material contained an interview with Julia Brown concerning the Communist 
aal Halloa* oi Martin L ath er king. Mrs. Brown advised see worked for toe 
| k hl tor nine years in the Communist Party la Cleveland, Ohio. The materia! 

| placed in the Record by Mr. Starick also In clu d ed aa article from the Herald oi 

I freedom of Aprti 8, 18S5, etfitied ‘The Rev. Martin Lather King, Jr. " This 
article stated "Bari Frees tea, vhe was a counter-spy lor the fhl to r thirteen 
years, made n sworn s tate me at September t$, 1§8J, Item which we quote in 
part, 'I hereby aleo etste that Martin Luther King has either heea a member oi, 
or wittingly has accepted support from, over sixty communist fronts, ladtvidujp*^ 
and/or organisations which give aid to or es p ouse communist ceases. *** 

(Jetts Brown wan an iafermaat from 1151 to 1180 mod Karl Press ion from 
U48 to 18SS per the Domestic Intelligence DlvUioa.) 

In the original oi a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, an p 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 


OiTJIHU! Mild 




/ G 0- /C(o ( ' 3$JMa.y 29, 1968 



ALi INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

BY T&SJ km fiA 

1*76 


Your letter of May 24th, with enclosures, has been 

received. 


In response to your comnjents regarding communist 
activities or affiliations o f Martin TflthftrKlnfl, Jnfnrmatlnw of this 
nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of 
a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
nature. You may be sure, however, that the FBI will continue to dis¬ 
charge its responsibilities with the highest degree of thoroughness and 
dispatch. 


MAILED 6 

MAY 2 91968 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


Alt' Tir*f ,T, 7'*-TJ A1 * r^VTATNED 

£ ;* I SUw.Vii . 

OTHERWISE.. ^ 


« 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The leaflet she 
enclosed was reprinted from the Agusta Courier and has come to the 
Bureau's attention before. Her other enclosure was a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope which was utilized for this reply. 
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TRUE COPY 



Mr. Edgar Hoover, F.B.I. 
Sir, - 


Bloomingdale Ind 47832 


May 24, '78 



Am encloseing a paper a neighbor gave us. 

He got some free ones thru the mail, then he ordered 
some and got them thru the mail from Colarado along with some 
other papers I've not seen yet. 

I am thinking of ordering some for my self if they are 

all right. 

I can't understand how King was let go to do all this 
organizeing, and now got us where we are. 


What are we going to do with all these 60 communist 
organizations that King belonged to? 


AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO 


Thank you 






ALL Cuuihi^lu 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 





MARTIN LUTHER KING....AT 
COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL 



eas,"* ££ skiMsW! y&rz 

^assasffiss^sa^s 

numbtrtd in the picture are: 

1. Martin Luther King, Jr., of Hie Montgomery boy c ott and the Birminaham ,ini. tt _i 
Jru«*K>n, o counterspy for the FBI for twenty-1wdyears, dwws thShSuST UrtL f?* 
U '^‘^^Communist-front oegcr^rton, _ ^ ^ 

United States. He is promoted and encouraged by the Keimdys/ *" *• 

2. Abner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Forty. 

1 Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference FiWnUr... i..w u. • - 
mission Belt in the South for the Comm^*?^* Uucoh<m Fund ' ■*"- The Trow- 

4 ' TW^T”"' D "* rt " °* folk Srf-»f fa. Communist Training, Mouraogls, 

Reprinted from - AUGUSTA COURIER 

IF IN DOUBT WRITE-J. EDGAR HOOVER, F.B.I., WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


The Director 


DATE 




FROM N. P. Callahan 


SIBJECI The Congressional Record 


^-iS-ssass. 


fawom-no®*® 

HERO!* ^ 


/CO -/€',<> 7' 


NOT ■ 

|54 MAY 123 1968 


should reacquaint themselves before the past is forgotten—and history written 
from halftruths. ” This item entitled ’The Untold Story of Martin Luther King” 
Is set forth in the Record. Mr. Perllloux included in his report a news item 
from the Yakima (Washington) Eagle of November 30, 1967. This news 
report stated M The first disclosure that an FBI report existed which tied 
Martin Luther King in communism was published in Washington Observer 
Newsletter No. 13 in the February 15, 1966 issue. At that time Attorney 
General Nicholas Katzenbach refused to turn over this file to the House V 

Committee on Un-American Activities.-WO is now happy to report \ 

that the FBI report is not only in the hands of the HCUA, but copies are 

also in the hands of Congressman John J. Rooney of New York.- 

When the FBI agents had King under surveillance they observed him meet 
a well-identified Soviet espionage agent at Kennedy Airport in New York. 

• - - - The Federal agents also adduced evidence of his unsavory personal 
conduct in Washington hotels and elsewhei'e and the fact that he had violated 
the Mann Act (white slavery). This is a violation of the U. S. criminal code, 
but neither Attorney General Katzenbach nor his successor, Ramsey Clark, 
would allow the FBI to present the evidence to a Federal grand jury. ” 


marked ror int? uiicuwt .» 
portions of a copy of the 

54 raea 



lginal memorandum may be 
or subject matter files. 


clipped, mounted, and placed 


Original filed int 



May 24, 1968 



ipO t o Lb 7 & 


? o / «■* 



srianger^ Kentucky 41018 
Dear 




received. 


Your letter of May 18th, with enclosure, has been 



3^ 

\ % 


f®- 




} />• 


In response to your inquiry, I have never made any 
statements to the effect that Martin Luther King was a communist. 
Information of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding all 
matters of a confidential nature. 

i 

Sincerely yours, 

m .„ TAIHB) * Wpr Hwmr ALL ^FORMATIONlC0t» 

hereims ^classified 

OTHERWISE,. ^ OATEJ^A-BYi^ma^- 

NOTE: Neither correspondent nor H. y. Wood is identtfiable in 
Bufiles. The "Western Recorder" is the official publication of the 
Baptist Church in Kentucky; and Dr. Daley, the editor of this pub¬ 
lication, is on the mailing Hst 1o receive the Uniform Crime Reports 
bulletin. 
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Hr* J* Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D*C« 



Bear ttr. Hoover: 
/Enelos 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN I? UNCLASSIFIED 
0ATE .2 BY 5P^J/g 

ed you will find a letter written to the Editor of 


THj? WESTERN RECORDER, a publlcAt&on of the Kentucky Baptist convention. 

In his previous editorial* Mr. C. y* Daley^lmd praised Dr. Mar tin Lu ther 
King and chastised Southern Baptists for their silence during the ti*e of 
his death. This week, the enclosed letter appealed. I expected something 
like this to printed in rebuttal. I have heard this charge against Dr. 
King also. However, I have never heard or have nev»r seen in print whejre^ 
you said that he was a Communist. 

Charges like this against a man so revered by his race only adds 
more coals to the already smoldering hot bed of racism that threatens 
to destroy our nation. If this charge Is not true^ I urge you to reply' 
to this publication or to me personally so I can answer this letter. 

As a fellow Christian and a man known for his honesty, I know that you 
would want the truth to be known on this Issue as you have on all cthe 
Issues that face our nation. Thank you for any time you could devote to 



this letter. 


A, 

1 A. 1 Sh 

Ho.: WESTERN RECORDER 

Kentucky Baptist Building 
Middletown, Kentucky 40243 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINS 
HEREIN I? UNCLASSIFIED ,, 
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King A Communist 

Dear Editor: 

It seems to me there are more import¬ 
ant and interesting things to write about 
than Martin Luther King. In the April 
18th and 25th Issues of the Western Re¬ 
corder you extol the virtues of King. A 
person can be a Baptist and a commu¬ 
nist. J. Edgar Hoover classed King as a 
communist or as being backed by the 
communists. I think you are lowering 
the opinion Baptists and cithers have of 
out denomination by such editorals. 
Harlan, Ky. H. W. Wood 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED , 
BSHETW^Tfc; HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
-_____ / DATE * •//-& R Y Si><^Jn*n/u 

£o ?6 

I have received your letter of May 14th and 
certainly appreciate your favorable remarks concerning my 
work* 

t 

With respect to your inquiries, while I would 
like to be of assistance to you, information In our files must 
be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to be of help In 
this instance. ^ 


MAILED 6 


Sincerely yo u rs, 

J. Edgar Hoove* 
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May 14, 1968 


J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


Could <ypu give me any information on the 
late Martin Luther King o r the Southern Christian League Conf. 
Did you investigate them & were you going to have a hearing on 
him ? I do not know how some people can think of this communist 
trained man as a great leader. 


It made me very sick to see flags flying at Jialf 
mast for this enemy of the U. S. 

Keep up the good work & your health. 

Sincerely 
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DaLooch 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Casper _ 
Callahan 
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Honorable^Joe Pool 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20516 

My dear Congressman: 


fes & 


I have received your comi 


tflSfieth 


together with the copy of the letter f Dallas, 

Texas. I am returning the copy of his letter to you. 

In response to your constituent's Inquiry regarding 
any communist activities or affiliations of Martin LutherfOng. you 
pipy wish to advise that information of this nature, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding ail mattersaf^confWential nature. 1 
am sorry X cannot be of assistance to HHHHHtin this instance* 

Sincerely yours, 

X Edgar Hoover 


Enclosure 

NOTE: Bufiles indicate we have had limited cordial relations 
ence with Congressman Pool. There is one prior outgoing to 
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i anj^^resoond- 

dated 1-23-64 in response to his telegram expressing support tifth^Sxrector. 
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Congressman Joe Pool 
Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Congressman Pool: 

I have read a great deal in the last few days about Martin 
Luther King being assbciated with communists and fellow 
travelers. It is my understanding that the FBI has a very 
thorough and complete file documenting this fact. 

Would you please request that the FBI make this file pub¬ 
lic knowledge so as to inform the American People about 
the true character of Martin Luther King? If indeed he is 
innocent, then this would clear the name of the deceased. 
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Mr. Bishop- 
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Mr. Tavel. 

Mr. Trotter 1 
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Sir: 

The attached comnunication 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
•(contained therein and forward me 
jthe necessary informtion for re- 

iPly, returning the enclosed corre- 

. 

spondence with your answer. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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b response to your latter of May 18th, with 
enclosure, while I would like to be of assistance to yon, 
information concerning possible commanist affiliations of 

e> 

Martin Lather King, w hether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released becafcSe of a Department of Justice order regarding 
all matter# of a confidential nature. I regret I cannot ba of 
help la tills Instance. 


Sincerely yours, 
Jn Edgar Hoots? 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. 
"American Opinion" is a John Birch Society publication and^sn>b&- 
store operated by the same organization. 
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Dear Sir, 



I would like a few moments of your time to 
find out some facts. I am concerned about the authenticity 
of the post card enclosed in this letter. Are the persons 
& places identified on this card true ? It's hard in these 
times to find the truth. I am just an ordinary 100% American 
citizen searching for the truth. 


I feel the only way to get the truth is to contact 
people like yourself, who are in the position to know the facts, 
& inform citizens like myself. I love our country & if this 
card is true, I want to help fight communism & preserve our 
freedom. Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain. 



Respectfully 



Springfield, Ohio 45505 
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DATL: 5/21/68 

cc Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Bishop 
Mr. Sullivan 





Conor, Or, 

Conrad _ 



SIBjIX ’V 



APPROVAL OF WIRE TAPS AND MICROPHONES 

BY ROBERT F. KENNEDY - CD 

Specific approval of wire tap on Martin Luther K ing 

Article by Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson, 

Friday, 5/24/6S 


^ tzz *0 Jack Anderson called and stated he wanted to speak 

£5 c i '~ Tl confidence. I told him if it concerned an official 
OST-id'*- matter I could not agree with this stipulation. He stated 
he merely wanted to tip me off that Drew Pearson will have 
'Tl l’ cn article on Friday, 5/24/63, alleging that former AG Bobby 
A Kennedy ordered the FBI to place a wire tap on Martin Luther 
jTl jking. He stated the article would probably hurt Kennedy a 
great deal. 

* r. 



I told Anderson we would have no comment concerning 
' such an article; however, that I felt he was doing us a 
j great disservice inasmuch as the article would certainly 
J dry up Negro sources of information who have been friendly 

| to the FBI. 
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Anderson stated he and Pearson were well aware of 
this fact; however, they felt that Kennedy should•receive a 
death blow prior to the Oregon primary. I told him that, as 
he had been advised once before, the FBI would not become 
involved in bitter political struggles and that the record 
should be quite clear concerning this fact. Anderson said 
he well understood our position, and that he hoped Pearson's 


. . .1 urn try/M ^ 1 rl w ^ ^ ■Pa/%+ 1 +U /\ T 
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J remained to be seen. 


Anderson asked me if the FBI had disseminated a report 
concerning King's communist affiliations and sex life as of 
February or March 28, 1968. I told him I would make no comment. 
He stated he knew such a report was in existence and as a 
matter of fact he had read such a report. I asked for the 
.identity of his source. He stated he must refuse to tell me. 
i T told him we well knew that Ed Weisl, Jr. had advised him 
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concerning specific information involving an old wire tap 
or* King. I asked him point-blank if Weisl had allowed him 
to read an FBI report. He stated he had already admitted to 
me on one occasion that Weisl was his source in the Depart¬ 
ment, but that he must refuse to reveal the identity of the 
source who had allowed him to read an FBI report. The con¬ 
versation ended with this statement. 


We did disseminate an FBI report on King dated 3/12/68 
It may be that Anderson is bluffing or it may be that he is 
talking about this specific report. It would be my thought 
that he possibly knows the date of the report, but has not 


ft r'rtanno trt ‘ i + 
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j [ t maintain a strict "no comment’ 
/ ;fappears on Friday, 5/24/68. 


in the event Pearson's article 
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Your letter of May 16th has been received and 
I want to thank you for your kind comments. 

In response to your inquiry, the FBI has never 
made any statement to the effect that Martin Luther King was 
a communist. Information of this nature, whether substantiated 
or not, cannot be released because of a Department of Justice 
order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


Hi mom*™ 
XT.ZZrT 7.T 

OlHBEKlSBv ^ 


NOTE^Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding 

who furnished information in a sedition case in 1943. 
w^iavehad no correspondence with him . 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



A prominent citizen of Richmond and a member of the 
Virginia Legislature recently released a statement to a group of church 
leaders to the effect that the Federal Bureau of Investigation has "over 
and over again" declared the Rev. Dr. Martin LutherKing was a 
Communist. * — --—- 


I Will you advise me whether or not you or any other official 

'of the F. B. I has ever so designated Dr. King? This question is not 
prompted by idle curiosity. A group of churchmen of which I am a 
member will discuss this along with other phases of social issues and . 
would like to know your estimate of what was Dr. King f s true attitude 
toward National Patriotism. 


With full confidence in you and the F. B. I as a whole, I am, 


Sincerely yours 
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May 15th and 16th have been 


In response to your inquiries as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confident i a l 
nature. 
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Regarding your request, I am enclosing some 
material which contains suggestions all of us can use in the fight 
against communism. You may also want to read my books, "Masters 
of Deceit" and "A Study of Communism." They were written to help 
readers gain an insight into the true nature of communist activitieB, 
both in this country and abroad. They may be available at your local 
library. 


Sincerely yours, 
Edgar Hoover 
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Dear Sir, 



bl[c 


Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 


May 15, 1968 


I have heard that I can write to you (FBI) for information on 

someone. 

Z) 

I have become interested in Martin Luther King and I would 
like as much information on him as you "can" give me. " 

I have one doubt about this man and hope you can clear it up. 
Please, can you tell me if he was a Communist? 

Please send this information to the address at the top. Thank 

you. 
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Sincerely, 




Jiff 
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Chillicothe, Ohio 
May 16, 1968 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


I have read your statements about communism 
and many other*s statements and books. I, like many of my 
friends is greatly disturbed over these many facts. 
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communism. 


I am writing to you for as much information as you 
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There is one thing I would like to ask you. Was 
Martin Luther King a communist? Please reply. Thank you. 
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Sincerely, 
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Your letter of May 7th, with enclosure, 
has been received and I want to thank you for your kind 
comment. 

Your courtesy and interest in bringing yo_ 

views regarding the assassination of Martin Luther King to 
my attention are Indeed appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoove* 
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FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir - 
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Hixson, Tennessee 37343] 
May 7, 1968 


Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Cal: a nan .. 

Mr. Com ad _ 

Mr. Felt 
Mr. Gale ..^y.. 
Mr. Rosefcy^. / 
Mr. SulliJftfl-.'j 

Mr. Tavel_■ 

Mr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Room__ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 



Upon reading the enclosed article from the May issue of 
The Saturday Evening Post, on King Tiger, it brought to my mind 
that I had read in local paper editorial page that this King Tiger 
was to meet in Atlanta with Martin Luther King. I read this either 
during February or March. It dawned on me while I was reading 
the enclosed article that within 60 days after this meeting between 
M. L. King and King Tiger, that M. L. King was killed. It appears 
there may have been an informer within M. L. King’s group, as 
the as sis sin seemed to know exactly where M. L. King would be 
staying in Memphis and the exact time he vould be at that specific 
place. Also I remembered seeing on TV news cast M. L. King 
addressing people and it appeared he felt something was going to 
happen to him, this was after he had the meeting with King Tiger -- 
This information may have no bearing on the case, but I feel better 
letting you know about it than I would keeping quite about it. 

Also I wish to thank you for all the great work you have done and are 
still doing for our great Country. 
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I t had been nearly a year since I last saw Reies 
Lopez Tijerina, and under the hot lights 0 / the 
Los Angeles Sports Arena, he seemed strangely 
out of place, a white face among the black, a wide 
peasant face that belonged to the pifion, the sage 
and the cottonwood of northern New Mexico and 
not the garbage and rats of the urban slum. But in 
the hierarchy of protest there are no strangers, 
and now he was one with the black leaders gath¬ 
ered in the arena to ritualize the incarceration of a 
Negro militant accused of killing a policeman. He 
was escorted to the stage by a bodyguard of Brown 
Berets, Mexican youths with sunglasses and oddly 
delicate beards, and he embraced Stok elv Car¬ 
michael and Rap Brown before he began to speak. 

He had once been a fire-and-brimstone lay 
preacher and he was still a spellbinder, but now he 
was learned in a new rhetoric, the metaphors of 
long hot summers, past, present and to come. 
“The brown and the black are here to fight the 
same enemy, and this enemy, the United States 
Government, is trying to oppress the whole world. 
The white U.S. Government does not want us to 
criticize him, but I will, because I see nothing good 
in him. I ask the Government to repent, to join 
the black man and the Indian. They know we are 
going to defend our rights, even if there is some 
blood spilled. The she dog, after she has had some 
pups, will not run from anybody, and we in New 
Mexico will not run from anybody. I say, ‘Black 
Power, yes.’ The black, the brown and the Indios 
have been selected by the forces of nature to 
march together, fight together, even die together.” 
“Vita," came the shout. “Viva Tijerina!'' 

The predominantly black audience waved post¬ 
ers and damned the police. Some members recited 
their litany of violence. “Army .45 will stop all 
jive,” they said. “Buckshots will down the oops.” 
It could not have been a more vivid contrast to 
the first time I heard the words “ Viva Tijerina ” 
last summer outside the courthouse in old Santa 
Fe. There, amidst the sun-baked adobe, time 
seemed to have stopped. The somnolent town be¬ 
longed to another place, another era, another cul¬ 
ture. Standing under the hot afternoon sun, several 
hundred Spanish Americans, their faces burnt and 
seamed with toil, repeated the chant over and over. 
Police eyed them warily. The passageway leading 
to the second-floor courtroom was blocked by a 
state-police lieutenant impassively holding a loaded 
shotgun at port arms. One of his troopers frisked 
me and then passed me to another, who patted 
me down a second time, even removing the eraser 
from my automatic pencil to examine the contents 
inside. The precautions were for the arraignment 
of Reies Lop ez Tijerina on charges of kidnapping 
ana assault with intent to commit murder. 

ENCi/ir '!R« 
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King Tiger 


He called himself Rey Tigre, or King Tiger, and 
his dream was nothing less than the establishment 
of an independent nation, an alianza of free city 
states in the harsh, unyielding mountains of north¬ 
ern New Mexico. Basic to his plan was the return 
to the people of their ancient Spanish land grants. 
In the 16th century the conquistadores wrested the 
land from the Indians, and after being given title 
by Spain, passed it on through generation after 
generation of their descendants. Theoretically, the 
grants were respected when New Mexico became 
part of the United States, but in truth the Spanish 
Americans, their power by now diffuse and diluted 
were systematically stripped of lands and privi¬ 
leges that had been theirs for centuries. With a ve¬ 
neer of legality, the railroads took rights of way. 
the Government formed national parks. Other 
tales of gringo plundering are less savory. There is 
the story of the territorial governor who pardoned 
a murderer, his quid pro quo being 45,000 acres of 
an old land grant, and it is told in one village how 
God-fearing parishioners released title to their 
grant after their priests threatened to excommuni¬ 
cate anyone who did not contribute to the building 
of a new church. 

I wanted to see the country and drove north 
from Santa Fe. Buttes and mesas and canyons, all 
in reds and browns and golds, stretched as far as 
the eye could see. It was a landscape of hope, but 
in the villages all 1 heard was a chronicle of despair. 
I drove to adobe namlets over rutted dirt roads 
that were rendered impassable by the slightest 
rain. In one village I was told that the children had 
missed half their school sessions the winter before 
because snow had closed the roads. Of the 23,000 
people in one northern county, 11,000 were on 
some kind of relief. In Mora and Taos counties 
nearly half the families existed on less than $2,000 
a year. “A modem house,” a state welfare worker 
told me, “is a house with indoor plumbing.” 

Forgotten by the state, old resentments still 
smoldering, the descendants of the conquistadores 
turned to Tijerina, who at the very least, whatever 
the plausibility of his dream, articulated their dis¬ 
content. Dirt poor and land hungry, this onetime 
itinerant cotton picker turned revolutionary 
roamed the high country, a peasant Don Quixote 
in search of windmills at which to tilt Once he 
served "eviction” notices on the current owners of 
594,000 land-grant acres. Another time he and 
several hundred followers laid claim to a national 
park, formed their own government, and “ar¬ 
rested” U.S. Forest Rangers for trespassing be¬ 
fore they themselves were run off the land. Then 
one day last June, Don Quixote became El Cid 
With a score of his followers he si pped jiQto the 
sleepy, bedraggled village of Tierra Amarilla. 70 
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m fljp north of Santa Fe. In a blaze of gunfire, they 
stormed the county courthouse. Tht’V "pumfied 
shells into the walls, critically wounded two 
lawmen, and released 10 of their cohorts from 
jail. Then the raiders melted away into the hills 
from which they came. 

The National Guard was mobilized, tanks rum¬ 
bled north, the entire state-police force was alerted. 
It made no difference that Tijerina was finally 
apprehended lying on the floor in the back of a 
car. complaining of a stomach-ache. The peculiar 
alchemy that makes a “personality” had already 
taken place. Tijerina’s release on bond—his trial 
for the raid is still pending—was all that was 
needed to keep the mixture brewing. 

For months now I have watched the legend grow. 
Tijerina came from New Mexico and traversed 
California, speaking at its campuses, hammering 
home his points on television, attracting the under¬ 
ground press, the new left and the entrepreneurs 
of protest. I could see why. His quest, absurd and 
gallant, had the potential for reconverting the 
fallen-away, bringing back into the mainstream of 
dissidence those people who had grown guiltily 
ambivalent about the general momentum of chaos 
building up in the nation’s cities. His cause was 
devoid of the ambiguities of urban conflict. Out 
there on the mesas, there were no nagging worries 
about the mugging down the block, the rape across 
the street, the car boosted in front of the house. It 
seemed to be a cause of simple Spanish peasants 
with nobJe agrarian ideas, not of surly unemploy¬ 
ables with low I.Q.’s and Molotov codctails. 

The parable was wrenched out of context. Tijer¬ 
ina had become a curiosity, a symbol of revolt. 
The goals of his revolution, never very dear, 
seemed to have vaporized. Now, this Sunday at 
the Sports Arena, Tijerina was talking about his 
“mutual-assistance treaty” with the leading black 
militant organizations: “The two peoples agree to 
take the same position as to the crimes and sins of 
the Government of the United States of America.” 
He was talking about the war in Vietnam: “I 
will not fight against our colored brothers in Viet- 
man. I would rather spend five years in the pen¬ 
itentiary than do this.” He was talking about the 
power potential of the Spanish-American people. 

As the cheers reverberated, a black militant 
told the audience. “While we’re talking revolution, 
he’s making revolution in New Mexico.” More 
cheers. I asked one of the black leaders what 
the “alliance” was expected to accomplish. He 
shrugged and smiled, ‘Those who know don't 
say.” he said. “Those who say don’t know.” The 
afternoon suddenly depressed me and I left the 
Sports Arena. I feared that what had started as a 
cause had become a commodity. 


John Gregory Dunne 
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Indianapolis 

--— ---- 10' / LV 

Dear 

While X would like to be of assistance in connection 
with your letter of May 15th, with enclosure, information concern¬ 
ing possible communist ifflHaHom of Martin Lather King, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Department of 
Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I am 
sorry I cannot be of help in this instance. *?vwtat 

F* 'r -/^xsB 

Sincerely youra, 

1* Edgar Hoover 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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Hr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D. C. 20535 
Dear Sir 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




/^ttached is a photograph and data alleging Dr. Martin Luther 
^i King, Jrjbelonged to sixty Communist front organizations. 
this data is receiving rather wide circulation in the Indian¬ 
apolis area. Additionally I have seen billboards in various 
parts of the country displaying this same information in 
recent years. 


In an effort to be an informed citizen and to deal truthfully 
and factually in such matters, I ask your assistance. Can 
you attest that the pictorial and written material enclosed in 
this letter Is accurate? Your comments and information would 
be most appreciated. 



Sincerely 



1 Atch 

Cy article from 

The Augusta Courier 
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gropher wot sent to the Highlander Folk School by the Georgia Commission on Education. 
The Highlander Folk School was obolishcd by on oct of the Legislature of the State of Ten¬ 
nessee at a later dote because it was charged with being a subversive organization. 
Those numbered in the picture are: 

Martin Luther King, Jr., of the Montgomery boycott and the Birmingham riots. Karl 
Prussian, a counterspy for the FBI for twenty-two years, charges that Martin Luther King 
belod^s to sixty Communist-front organizations — more then any Communist in the 
United States. He is promoted and encouraged by the Kennedys. 

A|J/ 2. dinner W. Berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

^ ^AAubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc., The Trans¬ 
mission Belt in the South for the Communist Party. 

yi Myles Horton, Director of Highlonder Folk School for Communist Training, Monteagle, 
Tennessee. 

/ ^ These "Four Horsemen" of racial ogitotion have brought tension, disturbance, strife 
Tand violence in their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism." 

Reprinted from-AUGUSTA COURIER 

IF IN DOUBT WRITE-J. EDGAR HOOVER, WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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ngeles, Calif o 


Dear 


Your letter of May 8th has been received and t 
interest which oromoted you to write and furnii 


appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your comments on the matter you mentioned. 

X can assure you that this Bureau is makinglrvery 
effort to carry out the investigation relating to the slaying of Mar¬ 
tin Luther King with the highest degree of thoroughness and dispatch 

Sincerely yours, - >" 

J. Edgar. Boovet, r i; 
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I Teel 
thought 


foo?_ish in writing any of tlii 
which has occurred to vie. 


, but it’s, just 


If only -runs 
purchased every 


weren’t so readily available and so "freely 
Anerican would sleep better niyhtsi 


natter. 


,dth every wish for your eventual success in this’ 


Sincerely yours. 



f.S.have liberal rewards been offered by our ^ov emergent 
for information leading to the assassin s arrestperhaps 
so,and i have simply failed to read about it. 
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- e raon ' New Jersey, 07502^^ ^ 

Dearg|^HHHr 

Mr. Hoover received your communication, with 
enclosure, on May 14th. He asked me to advise you that while 
he certainly appreciates the concern which prompted you to contact 
him, it is contrary to his policy to comment on material not pre¬ 
pared by personnel of this Bureau. He regrets he cannot be of 


assistance to you. 
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Sincerely yours, 




Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) — 

Jeowoer of a boardtel 
InM tod.y to tod I 

drawtag o< » man xmyfat ln tae I 

i STjr. as a roomer kaowm by 
Kto & 4 “ . him, 

the name Eric Galt, 

I'm anre/* aaW Peter Che***. 

■ n w bo nin* a board! 
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es j King Killing Suspect 
ne Is Reported in Peru 

htwUnAiao.te- 

' Lima, Peru - Earl Ray. want* 

F” ed in connection with the killing 

[f“ of Negro civil right* worker 
Lut 1 Martin Luther King in htemphl* 
•nt last month, was reported seen 
ou- Wednesday in the South Peruvi- 
a. an city of Tacna, by the Lima 
for newspaper Expreao. 

Itrv The paper said aeveral per¬ 
iod sms reported teeing a man an- 
f Iswerlng Rays deacriptoi-_ _ 
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cst Virginia 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation- 

T0 -E6nbra5SK‘J:‘32bar Hoover, director 
Ly Washington, D. C*_ 


Dear Kr. Hoover: 


IMLL 


Mr. Caiia 


Mr. Felt 
V ■ Mr. Gale 

* Mr. Sullivi*. 
Mr. Tavcl 
Mr. Trotter 

Kay 9» 1968 Tele. Room 

^ * Mits Holnv 

, // Miss Gand;. 


^ ?n * r fv.ni y,an been circulated in our area# 

. “ encioain^tac copyo. ppe^- ^ cent eats of the paper is authentic, 

~ y 2nd operate a weeitiy news^s-pex , -*-■ 

^ j would lilpe to publicize it. 

i l;m channel it to a department for enough checking to assure us of 

its authenticity? . 


TharJi you. 
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Very truly yours. 


lire/. 
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It might surprise you what a little ncwspno^t reading- and ro soarch oer 
yiold. Host citizens think Cccaunisa la way cv»r then*, scoewhero. but 10 
it? Wako up, Memphians 1 . 

Memphis had a visitor on February 6, 1968. Bayard Rustln o»e to Kfi3>» \ 
phis. Who is Bayard Rustln? ■ , ^ 

1* J. Edgar Hoovor said* "Bayard Rustin wn? convicted for sodomy, a violattca ffi 
of the Selective Service /ct and was an acSit.^ v nomber of the Tour s r // 

Cccsunist League". (Docunentation : 1967 Fiil Appropriations, pg. >4) 

« r . « s •«m • • • •..*e« a*• cc j 

2. Rustin ii. active iu the C «r,unieWdcn 4 nated •/^erlean Foma for Soolsi 
Education. ( Documentation 1 The Sc; ;U* Report* pg. 36 # 1957 Report) • 

3. Re wont to Russia In 1958* ( Boo,: Shreveport Journal, Aug. 6, 1963) 

4. Ro attended the 16th National Convention of the Ccnaunlat Party* (Boot 
Allen Stang"s "It f s Vory Sjnrl^*, pg. 112) 

Hs became secretary and advisor to Martin Lithdr Sir 9 1955® (Boos 
Now York Tines, August 10, 1964) ' . 
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6. Ho believes "it’s time to broaden the fight — »and to seek allianooo 
with liberal sources of power like the labor union*"• (Boot Saw Xoxfc 
times, August 10, 1964) 


7. Ho organized the I963 march on Washington, B* C* (Boos National 
view, September, 15# 1964) 


■.hi* 

>:r 


6 . Rustin,King and Shuttlosvorth formed the Southern Christian Leadorghjp * it } * 
Conference (SCLC). (Dooj Stang's "It 1 a Vo ry wimple") ' ; • *r *,*,.'1 

1 

9. Tho SCLC has had close ties with the Southern Conference Education Fbnd 
‘ ( SCK?) t wperatod ly *tvo wolVfcnoun Ccmwmicts*. Carl and Anne Bradcpj^,, ^ % - 

(boot The State of Louisiana Soaring© on tha CCS? *ai.l 00 ), , ->* *. 4 

** ** . i 

10. Rustin addressed AFL-CIO group in Memphis on February 6 , 1968. Tho * t J 
Memphis garbage strike started five days later. (Boo* Memphis wSSSN 
oial Appeal, February 7# 1968) 

v^ As garbage piles up in Memphis, ono of Bayard Bastin'* acquaintance* 

• on the scene leading demons t rat ions .. tho Rev. James M. Lawson* Tho 

kav. Lawson is well qualified to lead the marchers. Who le James M. Loarso&T . V 

j 

1. Ho was imprisoned in 1953 for refusing to rogiet or for the draft* (Bcct V J , >, 

Memphis Cccmercial Appoal, November 26, 1967/ ^ *• Vi* 

* * •' »" 

2. Eo studied passive resistance in India for throe yean* (Boot Neva and . 

Courier of Charleston, 3* C* March 15* I960) f/ .. , - * 
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/. '■ ; t Co inrtitntcd tho Carl Bradoa olcamcy appeal to than Fxesidrat Jeha * 

v * r ? t Kennedy. (Dool Southern Patriot* Juno,: 1961) t »<*.;• r,-i;i *r Jl * , 

• *- ‘ ' * * ' • • A-** *r*r.Jfc. : v..r • ,6£*tt. 

.m > <>• Eo traveled to north Viotnen In 1965, ®pw'^4 by.Bayard Baa^ln f C-vV Tii. 

" • i- ^rallcr^ahlp of Eaconoiliatioo group. (loci HF nacaeino, Qjt. 2, 1965) *./[*' 
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« 5* Eo cubotltutcd for Karlin Lathor Kir.3 to tho Latin fsorlorux • revolution | .4^ • 

,* end Eon-Violence coating in Kontovidoo, Uruguay, (Dool Hcaphit Prceo* *^7 * 

/ Cciaitar, Key 21, I966) # */ \ hjisa. \> .>w.S *t *»X * 
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0, Eio ner.o apeoaroca tho lottorficad of tho'/soricab Civil ^Xdt^i^.-^oO . \i \. 

■' Bhiba' (IOV). (Coot • lotfcor:».-\<!) •* : .y* v. t'lv.. .. •». *-vA•-» 

tv. »«•«.*Ki* *S?i5s.*'i'.'• 
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• " ; 0* Eo r=n for HtophU oobool board In 15^7« (Boot ' CaaaM d t l 4j<poal) ■ ''-.V'.',' • 
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t!iis sussor* Cccnunisn boliovoa, that oat of.confllot.Ccaoj pP0jrM0»- IJ^i 
a;/r^car3 that ftiatin and Lawson agree* (A r f v * t v^*s»':; ,**iv ^ » ■ ;, 

If it is a long, hot” nsTnor, then looh for tho hoys i&o got lnatmot* 
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Kin? th o l^vbroafco ri G proaohos that "bed* lavs should bo sd.olc.tod* King • /fij- 
bler.co Cbloago n^ta upon *failuro of tho city ofri?lals***to coot dcnanda## 
of Chicago Kogrood*. (Rafi u.S* Nova 7/25/65) Sciotoind"ccnsicorod “constit®* ^ ^ 
tior.ally unlawful oannot justify unlawful no and 'fcl? their resolution* ,Twoi ‘ "t 

vrc^o <^n»t nc’M a right". (Eofi FBI Bulletin, 1966) 

* v * .. \* ?r.M ;■/. . ? —-.•'i y: *t 

Klrr the Annrohists King bleicd tho'polled In‘J-os/Angelas for tSojriLbtiTtVft f-., * 

in Watta* T;V~ .“../tonsas Qazottof Q/ZO/^r Xaw7/i^*»ncns *nd Tiolenw e?coa» * ^ 

pony King. h.’j*. Julia Brown, a Kogro ri.o/*raa a oi'oiterspy for tho FEX# * t1 - 

dosoribed King *s an oncay to Anorica. (fbfr Arktvfrsi* Dcaocrat, April# 1967) .'; 

J ' ’ k * ' * ’ • • * ‘ i ‘. :Io ■■•-*:. 

•** _j A. 1_i if. - -S e - A J- ^ a - A A _ tfi «i Y1**-* / twfft • T1 0_ ' *1 

KTni ; pf?niTig^ ly g rina i no uoixo mr aoxua* ox jaaonua xn * ♦ 

news, 5/6 /CiT lio colls tho United Btatoo •tho greatoot purveyor of riolopos ? 
in tho world"• (Rofi Chicago Trtbuno, 4/6/6?):• King, noro than ©noo, 
nnndod tho abolition of tho Heure C6caittoa on UlvAaoriocn Aotivitioa. * ^ ;»j 
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K^rrr tho Mar i King orltioleod tho FBI* According to J* Edgar Hoover, *Kir3 
haa actoa:i«ly roi^isod to cco any offioial of tho FBI.*.I ooncidor King to to 
tho cost notorious liar in tho oountry*. (Raf. U.S. Ksw, 11/30/64) 


.. j.i e..i .u.i. tr~. — J—iv. _ * —-n — — * n^—... ». *«i..!■ 
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Mr. S.ooialict* (fiaft Kew Aaotca# 1^/30/64) King has contributed to UD 
(Loaguo for Industrial Dcxooraco), ono of tho &cat influential socialiat grouno 
in tho United Statoe* (Rofi Concrossional Kocord information on LED, IP/12/62) . 
Ho has oontributod to tlboratlon. a socialist, pacifist publication. ■ s 




v / 1 * • • : ' T.?'' 

Kir. ? ar.d tho Ccpnunlstst Goorgo S* Sohuylor, an outstanding Kogro journalist# , ■*. 
w5to thatj *5ut- dirootly or indirootly has Dr. King, mads any contribution ' V- 
to world (or ovon denostio) pacco?,*^ Tho .Lanin prlso yould have beanjsora 

__■-.■ ,> • f- m M«* »*>.»« 4# 4 m *va ib*m #a*4> 4a — m«* mm wtnni. ♦ a snmi4*. 

flDpfUpi *W* ^Li', rfjLJ .vy aw Aw • hwu.1 Aw. V»= UV /V-WIQ. rv> >■“ vy 

Cevnuni g t-Fi'ont citations." (£cfj llanohostorBaion ItOadar, ll/l0/64) v ^v* * •*- 

v ! frs. A3borta Aheam , an FBI undoroovor ©gent, ppposod Anno and Carl Brndon » 
of tiio Southern Conforonco Education.Fund (SCEF) ps mcaboro of a Coramnist coll* - 
( (. Sunday Star, 12/12/54) King, in 1959* wanted tho Bradens to booccs 
part of his Southern Christian Leadership Conference# (Kofi-Louisiana 
r V ~ w^Cormittoo Eoport on SCEF, Part 2) •. . / v 
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t?.*«L+ irt** P4t,ts O f r>oll irrta In lHn*r*« orrranlcc.t.ion until lo6l« although the V 


J y t HCCA o553osod~h/n aa & ncabor of tho National Cesaittoo of tho Cccasuniot 

^ * Party in 1961. (Ibf* HCuA Raport, 1962) ; . V." \ 
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Rt yard Kuatln l o idontified ao cooretai7 to King in tho Ccaunicts 1 j 

tforme r, 4/12/57. According to J# Sdgar Hoorof, B Sustin woo oonvlotod fo r «v*' ’ * 
codcmy and was an edaittod neabor of tho Xoung Cccsnunist Lseguo# (Csfl S2X 
impropriation*. 1967, pa«o 9k) . ' ^ ; ; 
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•• ~ir~ ccyo w cuct coaso res let in: Cemunist C£ft?*5?iozw « • l y* Jiavo. - 

c tvcn: ±r;n tho bogimins in YieVKsaS (P.of« Coi^^JPional, gacefrdt ^ 

Kir: in fusing tho peaco aorcacmt and tho civil. lights - v 

Visston l o speech to 23rd Cesnoniet Party nootlA’. in CSSS) . \/ 5 * ’• t 

Kins is highly praised by tho Ccurarlst pro**. * . • ‘ < 

/ • . ;V'' T ' ; ’ r#v -i‘ J -’ •«•' *• : j*r*3 ' ;■/ ■ 
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: . j. OCCOOSIC3.. ^ t ,. v ,v, . 

. .<?■• *' ••' 

~' r Eoirs a Kogro doeo not grant Kiris fcaunity frea critinia* ££2^5225-15.- { • •’.« 

na!co hin a spooial targat. fcco has nothing to do vith tho atterancof and; ; 
c *'^ ccticno vhich oxposo tho liartin Laths? King# ."Hi# progren Hill . ;* , *.• 

("*' croato a Soviet Xacrioa* - • l •*:•... ■: * :v.> ;'; ■.*'' . •. 
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•AC, CBICAdO (100-3 S3 SO) (*) 

RACIAL DMTUKBAXOCS fOLUSTXM 
ASSAMaATIOH OF MiSTIS um 
KDTO, AS., CHICAGO, ILLOnil, 
BsannoK) nona 4/4/M 
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Soc 1 *m 4 tor tk* Imtu u*8 Min >f >. ijm 
••ttLac forth Ultmtlti ctptUtwl Matter. 

!!•»♦», >t **• “* *" *•!»« furnished togtoa I, 

113 th *1 Oroup, lyiMUs, III Inals, 8 . 1 . Attorney, and 
•acrat Service, hath at Chlcage, Illtaeia. 
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>raatlon relating to statlstli 
T/66 rioting as reported In the Xhlctgo Tribune 
on 4/20/68 would be substantially correct et this t 


bt V 


Chicago la In tala lug close liaison with the 
Chicago PS> and additional pertinent Information will be 
furnished the Bureau ns received* 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Plant Refer to 

File No. Ch i ca go X 00 -3 53 56 


Chicago, Illinois 
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HATE >•//*/ BY Z&j&U* 

RACIAL DISTURBANCES FOLLOWING 
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 

BEGINNING EVENING APRIL 4, 1968 


On May I4 f 1968, Ray O’Mally, Office of Chicago Corporation 

vOUDS6l • A Hu4coH i^A f 4 n oa r» no /»+ inn v»a o 1 #44 b4> iiw 

» wv* » u it v %.v iiuv v v av a# w a tu j iai u AO L Ui — 

bances which transpired in Chicago in early April, 1968, 
nine police officers were listed as having been injured 
during the period April 5 through April 8, 1968. O'Malley 
stated that figures available to his office reflect 2,685 
persons were arrested by the Chicago Police Department 
during period April 5-14, 1968. 



whoJ^^Jurnimhe^reliable information 
in the past, advisedthat "Riot Committee" 
appointed by Chicago *^TSyo^^Tc!!ar5 Daley for the purpose 
of investigating matters relating to disturbances in Chicago 
in early April, 1968, will inquire into the amount of money 
in possession of persons arrested during disturbances. 


stated purpose of Inquiry into sums of 
money arrestees had is reportedly for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether any organized conspiracy may have 
been present in association with disturbances in Chicago 
in early April, 1968. 


by 


'advised that the "Riot Committee" contem¬ 
plates hiring thirty attorneys of both the Negro and white 
races to conduct the int&M||fi of all persons arrested 
during the riot period, jj^^^^^indicated it is contemplated 
approximately 2,000 person^wno were arrested will be inter¬ 
viewed in an effort to ascertain if there was any conspiracy 
or if they observed any Chicago police officers looting. 
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lEijThis document contains neither recommen¬ 
dations nor conclusions of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). It is 
the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be destroyed outside your agency. 
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RACIAL DISTRUBANCES FOLLOWING 
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
BEGINNING EVENING APRIL 4, 1968 



further advised that 
Chicago Fire Commissioner Robert J, Quinn is scheduled to 
testify May 14, 1968, before "Riot Committee". 


hi 


The "Chicago Tribune", a daily newspaper published 
at Chicago, Illinois, May 14, 1968, edition, contained an 
article on page 17 which Indicated Chicago Superintendent 
of Police James Conlisk and his aides appeared before the 
,f Riot Committee" on May 13, 1968. The news article Indicated 
the meeting was behind closed doors and Committee Chairman 
Judge Richard B. Austin stated Superintendent Conlisk was 
most cooperative and he and his aides were questioned about 
police actions from April 4 through April 12, 1968. The news 
article indicated Judge Austin stated the committee had found 
no evidence so far of failures by the Chicago Police Department 
and had received no evidence of any "overall conspiracy" 
behind rioting which occurred at Chicago, Illinois, In early 
April, 1968. Judge Austin advised that the "Riot Committee" 
in its investigation would "pull no punches". 



On May Sheriff, 

Cook County, Illinois, advised that the following Individuals 
have been declare^dec|ased by a Cook County Coroner's 
inquest. Sher 1 f related that individuals whose names 

are listed below were declared victims in the riots which 
occurred at Chicago, Illinois, In early April, 1968, All 
addresses are in Chicago, Illinois. 


Willie McMullln 

Negro sale, age unknown, 

found at 1201 South Kedzle 


P. HoiIoway 

Negro male, age 16, 

found at 4135 West Ifcdison 


Cyprus Hartfleld 
Negro sale, age 32, 
found at 4115 West Madison, 
death due to gun-shot wound 
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RACIAL DISTURBANCES FOLLOWING 
assassination of martin Luther 
KING, JR., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
BEGINNING EVENING APRIL 4, 1968 


Jessie Thomas 

Negro male, age 25, 

found at Roosevelt and Sawyer, 

death due to gun-shot wound 

Marvin Carter 
Negro male, age 24, 
found at 6824 South Halsted, 
shot by police 

Robert Dorsey 
Negro male, age 45, 
found at 4255 West Monroe, 
death due to gun-shot wound 

Clifford Webb 
Negro male, age unknown, 
found at 6437 South Halgted. 
death due to gun-shot wound 

Curtis Gefro 

Negro male, age 31, 

found at 1230 North Larrabee, 

shot by police 

Paul Evans 
Negro male, age 29, 
found at 4402 West Foster, 
death due to gun-shot wound 

The May 15, 1968, Issue of the Chicago American*', 
a daily newspaper published at Chicago, Illinois, contained 
an article on page 4 which indicated "Riot Cops Get Overtime 
Checks". The article Indicated that checks would be Issued 
to 7,258 policemen who worked from four to 76 hours overtime 
during the riots April 5-14, 1968, at Chicago, Illinois. The 
article continued indicating the checks ranged as high as 
$350. Total extra pay for police and firemen will be 3.8 



RACIAL DISTURBANCES FOLLOWING 
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
BEGINNING EVENING APRIL 4, 1968 


million dollars according to Chicago City Comptroller Otto 
Loser. 

The April 23, 1968, edition of the "Chicago American" 
contained an article on page 22 captioned "$700,000 Riot 
Funds to Guard". The news article indicated Illinois Governor 
Otto Kerner released $700,000 from the state's disaster fund 
to cover the costs of the Illinois National Guard during the 
April, 1968, racial disorders at Chicago, Illinois. 

The news article stated about 10,000 Guardsmen 
served in the disorders at Chicago and two battalions were 
called out in the earlier rioting in Carbondale, Illinois. 
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To: &AC, El P*mo 
From: 
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>, TEXAS ' 

RESEARCH T^ORRfcSPONDEKCE AMD TOURS) 0^*“' 

BUDED: 5-ai-68 

Enclosed are two coplea of a sell-expUitntory letter, with 
enc losu r e, dated 5-U-M from captio n e d WtrUnl wherein be alleges In 
heard a dlscasslao on TV to the effect that two FBI Agents aatd Martin 
letter King van a eomnraolat and coold prore tt. 

Upon receipt of this com m talcatlondHHV*hwXlDe 
Interviewed and advised of toe c onfidenti al aatare of oar files. With regard 
to hln com monte is the fourth paragraph of fain letter he toon id be adviced 
that the FES ta strictly aa lavesttgatlve agency of toe Federal Government 
and, aa each, done not determine whether proneentive aetton will be ander- 
taken in any attmtho and that anch dedal one co nc e rn i ng dolaHona of Federal 
law are within toe province at the Attorney General. At tone of Interview, 
hU letter to toe Bnrean should be acknowledged and the Identity of the Agents 
who he alleges made the elafeiaeet that King was a commwniet should be 
(MtrmlBtd If tdcatillid| ipproyri iti fiwM tafcm to 
affidavit s Irena the Agents Involved which nhenld he sctiatttod to tkalwnf 
MA ' L %#etSeT with appropriate recommendations as to ndmhdetratlvs aegtea. 

MAY 2THtS8"ftt» r wwt receive ey ^ed itio ne altentton. Boded M14L 


'f ’.’i \\ 


L>;t *l, 


•:fl 


T oleon 



EadoBUr^ (ft) 


8EC-D FijfMoL v x fA h 

1 - St* Louis - Enclosures (4) ' t R T x’VS 

1 - Mr. Callahan - Enclosures (2) u 3 A * 

NOTE: Buflles contain qo recent Wenttfi^tOe i$tfi Coires] 

enclosure was a letter to the editor type article by one Hugh^triSloan 
> Midland, Texas, which appeared in the Midland Flare newspaper and wm.cn 
s critical of ttt eulogizing of King. Our fifes show no record identifiable 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 




' i 

5-13-68 




Toison. 



Mr. De','>acb 
Ml^ ^>hr 

rf Casper 
Mr. Callui.an 
Mr. Conrad . 
Mr. Felt 
Mr. Gale, 



Mr. Ro> 

Mr. SulJwen_ 

Mr. Tavel.. 

Mr. Tn-tter- 

Tele. Room-. 

M jSi HoinU-S - 

Miss Gandy- 


I am inclosing a copy of a letter published in the Midland Flare 

newspaper. 


This King Bit has me buffaloed for some time. I heard on T. V. 
when he made a statement where he would favor only those laws of the U. S. A. 
that he felt he should, and as you know he did not obey a lot. 

I heard a discussion of some people in St Louis, Mo. where two 
F. B. I. men said he was a Communist and said they could prove it. This was 
on T. V. a couple of days before his end in Memphis. 

If all these things are true, why is it none of our laws can stop a 
Communist take over as they seem to be. 




I know of a lot of business that was lost by companies hailing 
Martin L King. 


A lot of people are fed up with Kings image. What can White 
people do to get the train back on the track of Honesty & principle ? Every 
politician seems to go to Washington and throws in with OKing disorder & 
etc. It looks like now that laws are discriminating against the White! 


, xc <5\ 


Best regards 


VK 
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Tolson — 
DaLooch 
Mohr - 
Biahop - 
Caxpai _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 

Fait_ 

Gala _ 

Roian _ 

Sullivan . 
T aval Mh 
T rottar£ 
Tala. to< 
Hoi max _ 
Gttidvt _ 1 _ 


Your letter af May 10th has been received. 

I have never made any statements to the effect 
that Martin Luther King was a communist. Information of 
this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all mat¬ 
ters of a confidential nature. 

r: Sincerely yours, 


r mailed a 

MAY 151968 

1 CQMM-FBI 


Edgar Boo** 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATES.-/i-ft_BY£E£iA**j 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of corresj^ndent. 
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Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 





Mr. 

Mr. Callahan- 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Felt . 
r. Gale 
r. Howt 

Mr. SullitfST— 

Mr. Taver.- 

Mr. Trotter- 

Tele. Room- 

Mi^s Hoopoes 


Dear Mr, Hoover: 





My good friend 

from whomyou purchased a DeAgJL§ hamea ureesom T s Chum te 
give to President Johnson advised me to mention his name 
if I ever wrote to you* 


r 


I am not a crank and not a member of any political 
or subversive organizations, just an interested American. 
Being a member of Toastmasters International, I am required 
to give speeches ever 3 weeks before the other members of 
the group* Several years ago you exposed Dr* Martin Luther 
King as being a Communist* Would you be kind enough to for- 
ward to me any information or documents that were made public 
that day regarding how long you investigated him, and what 
facts you possessed to make this decision* 1 would like to 
give a talk on this in the next 2 or 3 weeks and would appre¬ 
ciate any material whatsover that you can forward to me t o 
help me with my speech. 


assistance# 



0 


sends his regards, thank you for your 

k*?(ej 
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Bango r, Maine 04401 
Dear i 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

"' Tr * /NF/ MfA t/J/Ui/J - 

(><S7£ 



Your letter of May 10th # with enclosure, ha« been 
received and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to fur¬ 
nish me your comments on the matter you mentioned. 

The FBI is conducting an Investigation into the slay¬ 
ing of Martin Luther King and you may be assured that we will make 
every effort to carry out this investigation with the highest degree of 
thoroughness and dispatch. 


jjrtfcn' COFTAISED 

- r- — ' r~-rlED 


Sincerely yours, 
l Edgar Hoover 


St shown 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with (Respondent. 
Her enclosure was a newspaper article by Ca^tjtoian'regarding 
the King murder which has previously been brought to theTBurejui’ 
attention. . 0 r > ^ ^ \ tm 
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"Banp or Dally News" 
May 8, 1968 


Serious Doubts Entertained That 


King Murder Was Work Of One Man 


WASHINGTON — The en 
tire U. S. intelligence ap¬ 
paratus, including the mUi- 

Ury and the Central In¬ 
telligence Agency, has now 
become involved in the in¬ 
vestigation of the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. 

k Evidence gathered by FBI 
gents in one of the roost 
lassive probes in the nation’s 
history has forced serious in¬ 
vestigation of these possibili¬ 
ties: 

1. That James Earl Ray, the 
alleged assassin, was the hired 
kilter in a Cuba-Red China 
plot 

2. That the “assassin squad*’ 
of the Soviet secret police was 
somehow involved in the plot 
S. That Ray was hired in¬ 
directly by certain black 
nationalists who paid him with 
money made available by 
foreign sources. 

| The FBI has had as many 
las 2,000 agents working at one 
time, In cooperation with hun¬ 
dreds of local policemen and 
other U. S. intelligence agents, 
to track down every lead- 
including tha above possibili¬ 
ties that the assassination was 
plotted with the intention of 
creating internal chaos is the 
United States. 

It should be emphasized 
that the dominant theory— 
and hope— among those di¬ 
recting the investigation is 
still that the killer was a 
loner who murdered Dr. King 
out of his own crazy, racist 
views. 

But this theory loses sup¬ 
porter* as each day goes by 
without agents turning up any 

m* — 


trace of Ray, who Is linked to 
the murder and murder 
weapon by fingerprints and 
ballistics data. 

I FBI agents believe no loner 
could get food and drink for 
so long a period in this coun¬ 
try without being detected in 
the massive day-and-night 
search that la underway. 

This point, added to the 
now-known fact that Ray had 
plenty of money, has given 
credibility to the theory that 
Dr. King’s assassin was a 
hired killer. 

I A growing fear in FBI cir¬ 
cles Is that die killer was 
given $10,000 in advance to 
murder Dr. King with a 
promise of much more upon 
completion of the job. When 
he returned to his U.S. racist 
employers for the final pay¬ 
off, the theory goes, be was 
slain and his body dumped 
where agents may never find 
it 

International intelli¬ 
gence agents have entered the 
investigation, however, be¬ 
cause of Ray's mysterious 
trips to New Orleans—and cer¬ 
tain of the suspect's trips out 
| of the country. The FBI re- 
| portedly has pinpointed Ray’s 
movements even to knowing 
which prostitute ha spent 
which night with In certain 
countries, but it has not yet 
produced meaningful evidence 
of an international plot 

Deep 8a spick* 

But there is deep suspicion 
of a Cuba-Red China plot The 
assumption is that, if the 
Cubans had mads arrange¬ 
ments to spirit their hired 


killer out of the U. S., they 
very likely killed him and 
dumped him in the ocean. 

Totally-informed sources 
here say, however, that there 
is no evidence whatsoever of 
involvement by the Com¬ 
munist party of the United 
States, or of any splinter 
group of U. S. Communists. 

One source called the King 
killing “one of the most baf¬ 
fling cases in memory.” He 
said suspect Ray “just van- 

I ished in the face of the 
damndest FBI manhunt in 
ages.” 

He also theorized that the 
slaying and escape were so 
smoothly organized that they 
tend to discredit suspicions of 
Hack nationalist involvement 
—but that “every possibility 
must be checked.” 

| The FBI is pouring vast 
(amounts of manpower and 
1 money into the search because 
ft knows its reputation is at 
stake. It also knows that if 
Dr. King’s killer is not found 
all sorts of rumors will arise. 
Memphis police already have 
been accused of plotting the 
murder, and the accusations 

I soon could be hurled at 
the FBI or other Federal 
agendes. 

Some of those directing the 
investigation are openly bop 
ing that it will turn out to be 
the work of one man. They 
fear the explosive repercus¬ 
sions if it turns out that the 
murderer was a hired killer 
for white U. S. racists—or for 
a foreign pmrciT ■ ■ — 
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lverne, Nev York .1X565 
Dear 


" H <HL 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

be m 


Your letter was received on May 13th. 

In response to your inquiry as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this 
nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because 
of a Department of Justice order regarding ail matters of a con¬ 
fidential nature. 


Sincerely yours, 

J„ Edgar Hoover 



identifiable in Bufiles. 
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T'alverne L.T. 11565 
New York 


Tc '/hem jt !-'jv Concern. /•*-. 

Since the death of partin Tutfrer Kin~ f I have heard many 
different opinions on whether he was good or bad for car 
country. I have listened to both sides but still canno$ 
decide. A friend of mine is a K.T.C. Detective and he 
claims King was a Communist and that X£Xi Kin? is listed 
as a Communist in your files, t de no£ knew enough abe^t 
him to agree er disagree, though I deught very much he 
is one. Ky question is, is King a cemraunist or not? 

Please answer this letter as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 


Federal IVireav ef 
,\ r sshiftmen, D.C. 


Yours trulv 
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Las Cruces, New Mexico68001 . f/ 

- p. 

Dear 


received. 


Your letter of May 7th, with enclosure, has-been 


In response to your request, there was no prepared 
text for this conference and notes were taken by those Reporters 
present. 

The statement in the publication you forwarded 
represents an opinion expressed by the writer of the article and it 
is contrary to my long-standing policy to comment on material pre¬ 
pared by persons other than personnel of this Bureau. 1 am enclos¬ 
ing a reprint of an article that appeared in the December 7, 1964, 
issue of the ,T U. S. News 6 World Report'* which I hope will be of 
help to you. 

ml ' -it* 1 ®_, Sincerely yours, 
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J. Edgar Hoove* 




i 


Enclosure 
Next: A National Police Force? 
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NOTE: Bufiles reflect prior cordial Correspondence withl 
last outgoing 4-23-68, when he w^s advised that the Director, at a press 
; /-^P^eijence on November 18, 1964, fihade Gte ft element that Martin Luther 
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fj wsjf ipe most notorious liar in the country and the reason for it in 
w* response to'his inquiry concerning it. t 
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Mr. J. Edgar "oover 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Sir: 

Thank you for your very candid April 23 reply to my 1 of 

April 16 concerning your statement about Martin Luther King, Jr. 


It would still be very helpful to me if I could have an exact 
copy of your statement in which your comment was made. Also, I 
am enclosing a Xerox copy of the newspaper article which brought 
this to my attention, and I should like to know from you if this 
is the sort of use of your statement that you intended. 


»"i v i.ml'v.i u .i 
HFPPJM JC iJMfM AOomrn. 

—BY- g/Vj jjtiL. 


Your early reply will be very much appreciated. 
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May 15, 1068 



Tour letter of May 10th baa been received and I am 
very glad that you chose to write me. 1 wish I could answer your 
questions about Martin Luther King but rules of the Department of 
Justice, of which the FBI is a part, will not allow me to do this. 


I did say that Martin Luther King was the most noto¬ 
rious liar in the country. I said this on November 18, 1964, at a 
conference of newspaper writers. My reasonAvas that he had been 
untruthful about the work of our Sfcpeetal Agepts. 


Enclosed is some material about the FBI which I 
hope will be of interest to you. 



:/ / MAILED a 

MAY 151968 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovaf 


Enclosures (2) 
The Story of the 


tory of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
99 Facts about the FBI 
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TRUE COPY 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Fedral Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I am 9 years old. Tm in the third grade. Today I read in my 
’Weekly Reader” that Dr. Martin XutherJOng was a great man. My teacher 
said he was a great man. My Father said he was a evil man and a notorious 
liar. He also said he helped the communist advance their cause. Who is 
more nearly correct, my teacher or my father? 


Respectfuloy yours 



all information contwned 
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Tour letter of May 7th baa been received. 

In response to your Inquiry as to whether or not 
Martin Luther King was a communist, information of this nature, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a confiden¬ 
tial nature. For the same reason I cannot comment on your other 
questions. 
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^TEdgSEooveC 
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NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record identifiable with correspondent or 
William Highkmtth, Regional Coordinator of the John Birch Society. 
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May 7, 1968 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am a citizen looking for the truth. My question: 

Was the late Dr. Martin Luther King a Communist? 

William Highsmith, regional coordinator of the 
John Birch Society, has charged that: 

(1) Martin Luther King taught in the Highlander Folk 
School, supposedly a Communist front; 

(2) For twelve years, Bayard Rustin recruited members for the 
Communist party. 

Are these charges true? 


Sincerely, 




Greenville, S. C 
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Transmit the following in 

Vio AIRTEL 


Date: 5/2/68 

f Type in plaintext or code) 
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PROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
SAC, NEW YORK£100-136585) 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER 
SCLC; IS-C 
(00:AT) 


t £100-1365 

HciNG, JR. 


^ >F _ _ 

ct-rTT t' «••■*'» r. 

JPPROPRIATt ACKNCU# , 

AKD FIELD OrpiCES \ 
AUVISSD BY RODINO * V 


There are enclosed for the Bureau 11 copies of 

nJ;?-^ r l! e ? d mem °i:?" d ™ (L™) containing information about a 
contact between STANLEY LEVISON and BEN HOOKS, of the SCLC 
m Memphis, about the possibility of maki mr t.h» Rrr.n ■ - 
membership organization* The source la 



No teletype summary of this LHM was sent to the 

LCT?qoN?« C ?honJ£ evioU8 i nf ?r nat lon has been furnished about 
jj^*SON ^thought on conducting a membership drive among 
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NY 100-136585 


for its information. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


In Reply , Pleat* Refer to 
File No. 


Bufile 100-106670 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, New York 
May 2, 1968 

’ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UHCLASSIIIB* S 

jvprrjT SHOVK 

Martin Luther King, Jr.; OTHERWISE 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C 


S 




A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advlise^en May 1, 1968, that on that 
date, Stanley Levison a nd ^gafTTooks of Memp^^s. Tennes see, a 
member of the Exec Mij^.goariUjCLf-the SCLC., discussed making 
the scuc a membership organization. Levison felt that they 
did not have to go in for branches that, at the present time, 
particularly in churches, it is possible to launch a campaign 
around the slogan "Z*MYllion to Replace One”. Levison also 
noted that^the SCLCTlias mure~efitfy~Into "labor unions than any 
other civil rights organization. Levison recalled that he had 
told Martin Luther King, Jr. that the SCLC never used the 
strength they have in the labor movement. He said that in 
the Black locals of the Teamsters Union alone they could get 
thousands of memberships with the cooperation of the union. 

He added that the National Vice President of tne^acking House 
Workers Union in Chicago, a Negro, told Andr««Kung.4ixecutive 
Vice President jof -the SCLC) that they would do^these kind 
of things” with the SCLC, such as raising money, provided the 
SCLC backed up the Black members in those unions.^ 
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APPROPRIATE AGEWCflS 

AND FIELD OFFICES 
ADVISED SY RTUJIFQ 
S T -IP (S) 
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OF T iE FBI. IT IS THE !\ ^ERTY 
OF THE Pill AND IS LOANED To YOUR 
AGENCY; IT AND ITS CONVENTS ARE 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. ; 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
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should be $3.00 per year. 
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Levison noted the Board of the SCLC would have to 
approve any action making the SCLC a membership organization 
He said that there should be a Finance Committee and that 
Hooks should be Chairman of 
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May 2, 1066 


Honorable Edwin W$\Ed wards 
House pf Representatn^s 
Washington, D/ C. ”20515 

My dear Congressman: 
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1 received your letter of April 30th. 

In response to your Inquiries, I am not at 
liberty to discuss any investigative matter bandied by the 
FBI since information contained In our files must be main* 
tabled as confidential in accordance with regulations of the 
Department of Justice. Data obtained by this Bureau con* 
earning Martin Luther King has been reported to the Attorney 
General, and you may wish to contact him for any assistance 
he may be able to render you. 

Since his slaying, I have received numerous 
inquiries from persons in all walks of life wanting to know 
whether Martin Luther King was a communist or had any 
communist affiliations. I have answered these requests 
with the statement that information of this nature, whether 
substantiated or not, cannot be released under provisions 
of an order issued by the Department of Justice pertaining 
to all matters of a confidential nature. 
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Sincerely yours, 

l Edgar Hoover 
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T ol»on _ 

D. Loot* 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 
Ca.p.1 _ 
Callahan 
Conrad __ 

F.lt_ 

Gale __ 



NOTE: Bufiles show that we have ma&^d^J'ft&ited but cordial 
relations with Congressman Edwards who was elected at special 
elections 10-2-65 to fill the vacancy of the jate Representative T 
Thompson, to represent the Seventh Districtiff'lio&siana. 
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EDWIN W. EDWARDS 
7th District, Louisiana 

PARISHES; 

ACADIA t JEFFERSON DAVIS 

CALCASIEU St. landry 

CAMERON VnSlUON 

EVANGELINE 


COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENT; 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 
RIVERS AND HARBORS 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

WATERSHED development 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS 
AND GROUNDS 


Congress of tfjc fHntteb States 
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Waribmgton, 3D.C. 20515 


WAS!SIMIUII ADORE**: 

ISOS L cr m oi wh Houw Office Buldimg 
WMMNERM.DC. 20515 
Area Cods 202, Tn u nw ■ 225-2031 


Burra 2505, Purr Office ms Federal Bldg. 
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Charles. Lomelana 70504 
4X3-1122 


in E. HUTCMNKM 
Crowley, Louhhaim 70525 
7SX-7000 


111 N. Court Street 
Opelousas, Lo w maha 70570 
•42-2152 

April 30, 1968 


Honorable j, Ed 5 ar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington# D. C. 20530 


■iwL Jh*i J Al*l»Uii 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSiFIED 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Manv of mv constituents have written or otherwise 

-A “ ‘ 

contacted me asking that I insist upon release by the FBI 
of all informatigp concerning an alleged FBI investigation 
of Martin Luther King, Jr. and his associations. 


Would you please therefore advise: 

1. Did the FBI make such an investigation? 

2 . Is the investigation complete? 

3. will the results of and information gained 
from the investigation be made public, and 
if not, why not? 
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I understand from other Members of Congress that many 
American citizens are making similar requests and your 
Department might consider issuing a public statement in the 
public interest covering the general subject matter. 


At any rate, may I have an early reply to the inquiries 





Honorable George Bush 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 
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Tolson _ 

D»Loach 

Moh: _ 

Bishop 

Casper 


Your communication of May 0th, with tnclo* 
jure, has been received. 

■=3 

rz In response to year constituents* Inquiry as 

to mother or not Martin Luther King was connected with 
«to munis t activities. Information of this nature, whether 
instantiated or not, cannot be released because of a Depart¬ 
ment of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential 
^ture. 


You 
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T enclosure is'being returned as requested. 


Sincerely yours, 
7« Edgar Hoover 
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Since it is n^t known whetbe 
^ {Wife, or bt^tiKr and sister, tneir names are 



Tov.r 
Trotter 

i •i*. MOORfc J— 

Holme* 

Goody _ 


HCSrlrs (5) 

2io) 

■& 


u a v on<occ 
ivm i c u ' 

MAIL ROOM □ TEUE 



TYPE UNIT 


□ 


i»i ! j r 

<tr 




set out in reply. 
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Dear Mr. Director: 


The attached correspondence is respectfully 
forwarded for your consideration. I would 
greatly appreciate your sending me any 
available information you have on this 
subject. Kindly return the attached with 
your reply. Many thanks and regards. 

George Bush, M. C; TEXAS. 




Mr. Tofson_ 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop.. 
Mr. Casper... 
Mr. Cj.llahan 
Mr. Cun rad... 
Mr. Felt _ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Sullivan^ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter__ 

Tele. Room__ 

I Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy . 
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May 4, 1968 


Hon. George Bush 

1608 Longworth House Office Bldg 

Washington, D. C. 

Dir Sir: 


We think you are doing a fine job. Keep it up. 

Right after the death of Martin Luther King, 
Mr Paul Harvey, news commentator, implied that the F B I 
had a complete file on King connecting him with communist 
activities. Previously we had considered this to be ultra 
right wing gossip. We would be interested in knowing the 
truth about this matter. What is your opinion and exactly 
what information does the FBI have on Dr. King? 


Thank you very much 




5 /3-£f 



Pfrf rj-Ji-IH BY S 





fb-ts-aJLJ 

/&L\S -*Z«^/ 

[JjL jZ&ri^ds U&uJ0^LJ dfau^M. OS 


Mm $u*s£s 
iM-/' y£?us P £ / 

£&>^rri4.cZ&--ryr 


-P/U^-*-t iA*~tt— X^X C^TxXXe^uX XtT X? 




^y, ^u^4/ 

ycX> Xsc<^6 aX^X 

iM y ^^ < OJM^u XM 


<5^ 

ALL ^FORMATION CONTAIN 
^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSlfi 

V<"A Tr 4/^Z_BY 
t .-v^ *o-J 


^S-^U ~XX-' ^ /> / 



-&f 


enclosubb 








Mr. Tolson 


Using generalities, I briefed the Senator and Mr. Barksdale, 
in a very few mordents, about the swing to the left of various alleged 
civil rights organizations such as SNCC, CORE, and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. I told them that the Director had pointed this 
out on many occasions and that the Director clearly felt that the more 
these groups needed money and publicity, the further left they would 
swing in order to gain such objectives. 

, I told the Senator and Mr. Barksdale they should feel free 

[to call us at any time; however, we of course were restricted in what 
jwe could furnish them. The Senator expressed appreciation and asked 
(that his best regards be extended to the Director. 

Mr. Barksdale is a former editor of a newspaper in West 
Virginia. He deplored the attacks upon the Director and the FBI by 
the Charleston, West Virginia Gazette, and stated this paper makes 
little impression upon the people of West Virginia. 


For record purposes. 
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Tol*on _ 

DeLoach . 

Mohr _ 

Bichop _ 
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Rosen _ 
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Tovel _ 

Tfolter _ 
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Holmes_ 
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Dear 


Tour communication of May 7th has been received. 


In response to your inquiry, information in the files 
of the FBI must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice. However, I can tell you that at a press 
conference on November 18, 1964, I made the statement that Martin 
Luther King was the most notorious liar in the country. I did so 
^because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special 
Agents handling civil rights investigations in the South. 
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Sincerely yours, , 
J. Edgar Hoe** 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDER L 'BUREAU OF INVESTIC* jON 
UNITED STATES'*DEP ARTMENT OF ^KlSTICE 


I ATE 

V 


? 


(Postmarked 
May 7, 1968) 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 
f~\ Your file on Mr. Martin L/4'> 


MR. CAUL AH AN 
MR. CONRAD — 
MR. FELT 
/) MR. SALE 




ROBEN 


King has been secretly kept but now 
that he has died, will you make 
this Information available to the 
public ? If so, I would appreciate 
any literature you could send me 
in regards to why you called him 
a most notorious liar. 


I MR. BULLIVA 
MR. TAVEL 





MR. TROTTER 

MR. JONES - 


TELE. ROOM . 
MISS HOLMES 


MRS. METC AL F 
MISS GANDY - 


Sincerely, 
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Chesapeake, V; 
Dear 


Tour letter was received on May 8th and I appreciate 
the interest which prompted you to contact me. ~~ r 

rn • 

In response to your inquiry, I have never made any l r 
statements to the effect that Martin Luther King was a communist, 
information of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Justice order regarding all 
matters of a confidential nature. 


r.c> 

c:. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hooveg' 


NQTE: Bufiles disclose outgoing dated 3-23-56 to correspondent forwarding 
him a copy of the Director's remarks on the "Family Theater Program" in 
response to his request. Date of receipt of letter being used in reply as 
correspondent dated his letter April 7th. 
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April 7,1968 


Mr. 

Mr. Conrad _ 

Mimjelt- 

H£G*k- 

M v*hrv 

Mr 

Mr/ T»otter_ 
Tele. Room— 
Mis* HdntM. 
Ml** Gmndr— 


Feder'-' 1 Bureau of Investlgaticn 
hr. J. Ed gar Hoover, Director 
506 old rost Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Deer hr. Hoover; n 

In these days of critical events, It is unfortunate 
that false rumors have been so frequently used. | , ;1 

A man, who is a very responsible man and holds a 
position of influence, has beerm-^uoting you. He states that 
,you have said t.hat, Jr, was a card-holding 1 . 

communist. Naturally, he uses this information to further r 1 

I his racist feelings. \ J 

toy purpose in writing is to make clear the record. We 
have great confidence in you as Director of our f-.B.I. If 

Personally, I have not read or heard anywhere that you have made^* 
such a statement. I would appreciate it very much if you would ~ 
either verify the statement if it is true or disclaim it if it ^ 

is not true. Ity only motive in getting this clear is to stop a 
rumor if it is untrue. 

As a minister (white) I am endeavoring to present 
the Gospel, support our government, and endeavor to live what 
I preach, as best I can recognizing how short I fall. 

Thank you. 
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Honorable Allen J. Ellender 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 10510 

My dear Senator: 




K , v \^t 



Your communication of May 2nd, with enclosure, 
has been received. 

You may wish to advise your constituent that infor¬ 
mation ln the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 

I am returning your enclosure. 

Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoov* 

iU imrOW.TIOK 

Tr T T tT' , T.ArSlT , IJ® 
^rrrc^sEowi . 
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NOTE: We have had previous cordial cor respondence wit 
Bufiles contain no record identifiable wil 


Senator Ellender. 
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ZHnittb States! Senate 

May 2, 1968 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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The attached commonfeatlon Is referred to 
you for such consideration as Is warranted 
and for a report on It, 


/ 



I will appreciate your assistance In this 
matter. 



UNITED STATES SENATOR 
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ALLEN J. ELLENDER 


Honorable Allen Ellender 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20000 

Dear Mr. Ellender: 

I respectfully request that you take whatever 
action Is necessary to have the F.B.I. release and make 
public all Information concerning Martin luther King, Jr, 
and his associations. 

Although I deplore the fact that he was 
assassinated, I feel the public 1$ receiving a distorted 
picture of his past and his alms. 

Yours very truly. 
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Your letter of May 1st has been received stud I 
certainly want to thank you for your favorable comments concern¬ 
ing my administration of this Bureau. 
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Tolson _ 

D.Looch 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _ 

Casp.f _ 

Callahan 

Coniod_ 

Fell _ 

Gale _ 

Ro»*n _ 


In response to your inquiry concerning any com¬ 
munist activities or affiliations of Martin Luther King, information 
of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters of 
a confidential nature. I am sorry I cannot be of assistance In this 
instance. 

In accordance with your request, I am enclosing 
some Information on the general subject of communism which I 
hope you will find of Interest. 


Dincereiy yours, 



I. Edgar* Hoovaf 


Enclosures (2) 

3-27-67 Statement on Communist'^(Director f s) 
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NOTE: Buflles Indicate prior Outgoing letter to one ___ 

of Macon, Georgia, 1^-27-64. In response to her favorable letter concerning 
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Atlanta, Georgia 3030 
May 1, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I hope you can give me some information I would 
like. ^Do you have any proof at all that Martin 
Luther^Kln g was a Communist? There is a picture” 
of him in a Tennessee newspaper purportedly at¬ 
tending a Communist meeting, and sitting beside 
known Communists, but when I told some friends 
about this picture, they insisted that that did 
not mean that Martin Luther King was a Communist. 


I am not naive enough to even doubt that he was 
a Communist but I would surely like to have some 
proof of it. If you have any proof, would you 
please send it to me. 



V? remember when he tried to get you fired....I 
^/was surely glad when you stood your ground. More 
power to you. I think you have done a marvelous 
/ job for the country and I wish you could live 
forever and in your same job! 


Are the officials in Washington going to sit by 
and allow those marchers to make "shanty towns” 
out of all the beautiful parks there? When I lived 
in Washington, one had to get a permit to even 
have a small picnic in some of the parks. W&y 
have things changed so much now? If whoever is 
responsible for allowing these camps to come 
about would take some action now, the riots 
might be averted. If It is allowed, I hope they 
get what they deserve. tX-110 

I will thank you so very much for any bulletins a, J 
or anythin concerning your work. You sent me - 
somsKaribther tdue and I appreciated it so much. ^ 
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July 10, 1967 
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With the Director's approval, I saw Marvin 
Watson at the White House at 2:30 p. m. this afternoon. 
Watson stated that he personally had noted, after reading 
a memorandum from Bill Connell, Executive Assistant to 
the Vice President, that the same names were turning up 


Mri 

Mr. Casper _ 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Corsica _ 

Mr. Felt- 

AMr. Gale 
Mff Rose# 

1 Mr. SuHi 
Mr. Tavel L— 
Mr. Trotter —. 
Tele. Room- 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy - 
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each time with regard to civil rights matters as well as anti-Vietnam 


activities. Watson asked if we bad noted this. I replied in the affirma¬ 
tive and stated that the Director had sent numerous communications to,0 


the White House reflecting this fact. 

tf f\ J I told Watson that self-styled civil rights leaders such 
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as King rCarmichael and McKissick were now seeking to replenish their 
empty laraers by turning from civil rights to anti-Vietnam activities. 

I stated that all of these men had realized that there was more financial 
gain and more publicity in being in anti-Vietnam activities than in heading 
up civil rights drives. It was indicated that the general public is 
gradually beginning to realize that the civil rights activities of these 
men have been phoney since their start. Watson stated he agreed. 

Watson then indicated that the President had told him that 
the next time I was over there he wanted to see me. He then took me in 
to see the President. The President appeared to be deeply tanned, 
greatly relaxed, and had his feet up on the desk. The real basis for 
Watson requesting me to come over then became apparent. 
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The President stated that he had recently had 1 ! c£^c£&lcfrZ 
with Prime Minister Holt (Australia) whom he regarded mo sit , h ighly. 

The Prime Minister told the President that the way to handle the anti- 
Vietnam activities in this country was through positive demonstrations 
on the part of patriotic groups. The President stated he concurred with 
Holt and he felt that the American X»egion, rather than placing flowers 
on black coffins when dead servicemen were returned, should in the 
future institute programs of meeting troop ships, having parades, giving 
presents to returning servicemen and generally stirring up great publicity 
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Informal to Mr. To Ison 




in such matters. The President told me he had autographed a picture 
that afternoon to National Commander John Davis and he felt that I should 
get in touch with Davis concerning this matter. 

I told the President that Commander Davis was most 
indecisive, would be going out of office the latter part of August, 1967, 
and that very frankly the only reason he had sought the position of 
National Commander was because he could have a basis to seek a third 
term as Governor of North Dakota. I told the President that I thought 
it best to mention the desired program to John Qalbraith, the new incoming 
National Commander who is from Nebraska and who appears to be a very 
level-headed individual. 

The President next asked if the FBI knew anything regarding 
the activities of King, Carmichael and McKissick, as mentioned above. 

I told him the Director had constantly sent, communications over to him 
regarding these individuals and the FBI kept abreast of all their activities. 

The President asked who was behind these people. I told him that Stanley 
Levinson, prominent member of the National Committee of the Communist 
Party, and Bayard Rustin were behind King, and that although McKissick 
and Carmichael had left wing individuals supporting them, they obviously 
were self-styled civil rights leaders who were seeking only to get as much 
money out of a troubled situation as possible. I told the President of the 
situation at the University of Wisconsin where Carmichael arrogantly 
demanded $1, 800 prior to speaking and had raised hell simply because the 
students could only raise $1, 300. I briefed the President generally regarding 
King and McKissick. X 

The President inquired as to whether the information con¬ 
cerning Carmichael and his speech making activities had been given to the 
press. I told him it had not. He asked that we give it to Drew Pearson. 

I told him I doubted Pearson would print derogatory information concerning 
these characters. The President then stated that we should consider 
giving it to William White, the columnist, on an off-the-record basis. He 
stated that White was an old friend of his and would understand the circum¬ 
stances. I told the President I would bring this to the Director’s attention. 

The President next asked if I knew former Congressman 
Charles O. Porter of Oregon. I told him that the FBI was well aware of 
Porter and his background. I stated that the Director had sent me up to 
see Porter on one occasion in connection with the DeGalindez case some 

CONTINUED.... OVER 
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Informal to Mr. Tolson 


years ago and that Porter had attempted to record our conversation. I 
stated I had told Porter at the time that he would have to cut off his 
recording machine or else I would leave his office. The President was 
advised that Porter had constantly issued false statements concerning the 
FBI and was slippery as an eel and not to be trusted. I stated that he was 
anti-Vietnam and had many associates who had very questionable back¬ 
grounds. The President stated that we should send Mrs. Stegall a memo¬ 
ir andum on Porter, however, the memorandum should not reflect that he 
jhad specifically requested this information. 

The President asked if Bobby Kennedy saw Kosygin while 
he was in the United States. I told the President that at Watson’s request 
we had checked very carefully on this matter and there had been no indication 
that Kennedy had seen Kosygin. The President stated that apparently the 
Soviet Government had decided to turn down Kennedy’s invitation. 

The President turned once again to the subject of Carmichael 
and McKissick. He obviously avoided bringing up King’s name again. He 
t asked if the FBI could have Chairman Ed Willis of the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities hold hearings concerning Carmichael and McKissick. 
jl told him I thought it would be out of order for the FBI to make the request 
!of Willis and besides, Willis appeared to be in very bad physical condition 
[at the present time. I stated also that the President might like to consider 
the fact that the House Committee on Un-American Activities has little 
reputation at the present time and that hearings on McKissick and Carmichael 
might react to their advantage rather than hurting them. 

The President then asked how such information could get out. 

I told him that handling such matters with newspapers was perhaps the best 
way, however, there obviously had been a reluctance on the part of some 
individuals to leak anything against King. (I, of course, meant the 

Attorney General.) The President made no comment but stated that he hoped 
the anti-Vietnam activities of all these people could be watched most 
carefully. 


The President asked about the Director and I told him the 
Director was fine and working as hard as ever. 


ACTION: (1) If the Director approves, I will call Bill White and give 

him the above information concerting Stokely Carmichael. 

.OVER 







Informal to Mr. Tolson 


(2) The Crime Records Division will prepare a summary 
memorandum addressed to Mrs. Stegall concerning former Congressman 
Charles O. Porter tff.- 

tree / / 


arc? f / 

(3) If the Director has no objections, I will bring to the 
attention of John Galbraith (new incoming National Commander of The 
American Legion) the desire on the part of the President for the Legion to 
institute a program welcoming home returning sprvicemen irom Vietnam. 










RESPECTFULLY, 

/° 

C. D. DE LOACH 
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TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT? 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, CINCINNATI (157-245) (P) 
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PROPOSED ACTIVITY BY NATIONAL KNIGHTS 

OF THE Kl' KLUX KUN UPON MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. '8 

VISIT TO ANTIOCH COLLEGE, YELLOW SPRINGS, OHIO 

JUNE 18-19, 1965 

RM 


Re Cincinnati tel to Director, 6/2/65, captioned 
"NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KUN; RM". 

Encloaod for Bureau are 8 copies of LHMj 3 copies 
ox LHM for Atlanta and 2 copioa each of LHM to JACKSON, 
Kroxvilla, Memphis, New Orleana and Savannah Office*. One 
copy of this LHM ia being designated locally to 109th 
INTO Group, Cincinnati, OSI, WPAFB, ONI, Columbus, and 2 
S. Secret servica, Cincinnati, Ohio* 


copies xo u 


( JP 1 * Bureau (Enc, 6) (RM) 

«• *52> cJ 

K* ’ hp.kj'iw LUTnr.ir EiNm , 

3 - Atlanta (Sne. 3) (RM) T ' r 
2 - Jackson (Enc. 2) (RM) 

2 - Kr.oxvl)1® (Enc, 2) (RM) 


157*290 

157*168 

134*113 

66*2956 


_-L J ». 

(£«nvr f 


*/ VWi/ 

Vew Origan* (E^*. 2> ^RM) 

Savannah (h,nu f 2) ( HI i) 
Vlnevniintl (2 » 157*245; 

GPUsklw (l ‘ l57 ’ 2l0> 

(25) 
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Source uti lized In LHM is ^ 

_who furnished thi^information to^, 

__ Tne Bureau Is aware of tfHHHHFpast lo 1 & 

activities and has Instructed Cincinnati DivisS^t^accept 
but not solicit information from her. 

, kl C 

^fYellow Springs, Ohio, 
anc ^ flHHHBHHvSherlff, Greene County, Ohio, were furnished 
information contained in this LHM. 



This matter is being closely followed by Cincinnati 
Division and all Information developed will be immediately fur¬ 
nished to Bureau, other offices and Interested agencies. 


LEADS: 


All offices receiving copies of this communication 
will contact logical Informants and sources and furnish Cincinnati 
Division pertinent information pertaining to Klan members travel¬ 
ing to Ohio for captioned matter. 
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In Rrpjy\ Please Rcjer to 
File .Vo. 


UNi STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
June 3, 1965 


RE: PROPOSED ACTIVITY BY NATIONAL KNIGHTS 

OF THE KU KLUX KLAN UPON MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR 1 S VISIT TO ANTIOCH COLLEGE, YELLOW SPRINGS, 
OHIO, JUNE 18-19, 1965 


_ soured who has not furnished 

sufficient information In the past to establish extent of 
reliability, advised as follows: 


% ' 

William Hugl}'Morris, Emperor, National Knights of 
the Ku Klux Klan (NKKKK.), plans to burn a forty foot cros"s~hear 
Yellow Springs, Ohia^ (location unknown to date) on Friday 
evening, June 18, 1965. Morris is traveling to Tennessee, 

Georgin, Mississippi and Louisiana sometime this week to 
recruit persons to travel to Ohio for this activity. 


On morning of June 19, 1965, Klan members will carry 
charred crosses 11 and station themselves at entrances around 
Antioch College and Yellow Springs, Ohio, vicinity. This 
activity is to pretest "left wing” activities at Antioch 
College and fact Martin Luther King, Jr. is speaking at Antioch 
College commencement exercise June 19, 1965. 


Morris indicated that the purpose of this activity 
o-s .or free national publicity which he believes will enhance 
the Klan cause. 


Characterizations of the NKKKK are attached hereto. 


ALL INFORMATIONl COWjWNtu 

HEREIN is UNClASSlFIg^^ 


_ Ill C*i 

DAIt 
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APPENDIX 

NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN, INC, (NKKKK) 

A source advised that on May 22, 1960, the 
National Grand Council of the Knights of the Ku KIux Klan 
net at Atlanta, Georgia, to discuss consolidation of the 
Klan's unity of effort and activities to establish a 
National Fund, and a National Secretary, and to design a 
new flag. The meeting was attended by representatives of 
the Federation of Ku Klux Klan, Alabama; Association of 
Arkansas Klsns, Arkansas; Florida Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan, Florida; Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Florida; 
Association of Georgia Klans, Georgia; Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan, North Carolina; Association of South Carolina 
Klans, South Carolina; Dixie Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, 
Tennessee; and Hyksos Klan, Texas. 

This source advised that at a consolidation 
meeting at Atlanta, Georgia, September 2-5,1960, at which 
the North Carolina and Texas Klans were not represented, 
it was resolved and passed that their name be changed to 
National Ku Klux Klan. 

A second source advised in March, 1964, that 
several meetings of Klan groups were held during the period 
1960 to 1963 in an effort to unite the Klan groups under 
a single leadership. 

The organization was granted a charter in 
DelCalb County, Georgia, November 1, 1963, under the name 
National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., as a ’’patriotic, 
secret, social, and benevolent order." 

A third source advised in December, 1963, that 
the organization had issued a statement of its program which 
indicated the organization to be anti-Negro, anti-Jewish, 
onti-Catholic, and anti*foreign born. 

The third source advised in August, 1964, that the 
organization has a headquarters in Tucker, Georgia, and 
the day-to-day operations are under the direction of James R. 
Venable, Chairman. 


t 
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APPENDIX 

national knights cf the ku klu>; klan 

OF O'-'ICA INC. (NKKKK) _ 


On October 8, 1964, Karen Crabtree, Clerk, Secretary 
of State's Office, Columbus, State of Ohio, advised public 
records from this office indicate a charter was granted the 
NKNKK of Ohio or, October i> % 1964, by the State of Ohio, The 
charter was filed under Certificate Number 10194, and the 
Comorotion Nur.btv i v Z 3a lil. 


The purree a of the corporation is to operate as 3 
realm organization within the State of Ohio and in accordance 
with the Constitution and laws of the National Kniehts of the 
ku Klux Klan, Inc , Atlanta, Georgia. Second, to promote 
patriotism toward the civil government, honorable peace 3mong 
men and nations, love among ourselves, liberty, justice and 
patriotic association for the mutual benefit of 3 II mankind. 


The incorporation papers were signed by Flynn R. 
Harvey, Grand Dragon Flynn R. Harvey, 418 Josephine Drive, 


1 1 n 
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Grove City, Ohio; and Bobby J. Stephens, 2973 Reaver Avenue, 
Grove City, Ohio, are the corporation trustees. 


On October 23, 1964, Frederick W. Lenty, Corporation 
Counsel, State House, Secretary of State’s Office, State of 
Ohio, advised that the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
of Ohio, Inc. : s charter granted October 5, 1964, was revoked 
October 22, 1964, for the official reason that the National 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan Organization was on the U. S. 
Attorney General’s subversive list. Mr. Lenty said the 
actual purpose for revocation of the charter was not because 
the National Knights of the Ku Klux Klan is on the U. S. 
Attorney General’s subversive list, but because it was felt 
the existence of 3 state granted charter would encourage the 
Kim to make the claim it was "state sanctioned" and therefore 
entirely legitimate. 


In actuality the Ku Klux Klan 3nd not the National_ 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan has been designated by the U. S, 
Attorney General pursuant to Exe^uti\ne !Srdfir^'1645^.0 YOU gY Tt- 
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ALL li'JfORHAllyft Ccj<TAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^.- l /- f / BY 5 ~Pt{. I & 

URGENT 2/T8/65 ^ d ^^FLK 




. 0 EIRECTOR /4 4-12S31/ 
~ROtf MOBILE / A 4-557/ 


• 7 ../ , 

< / -* • ^ *• 
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J ? .?i5i STRARS 0F VOTERS OF DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA# VOTING 
CRIMINATION. CR - EL. 

RE M03ILE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU# FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN# 


i£! 


LAST# AT ELEVEN FIFTY SEVEN P.M.# CST. 



bV' 


DVISED 


REV. MARTIN LUTH 


TER LAST NIGHT/S MEETING AT BROWNS 


CHAPEL AME CHURCH# AT WHICH TIME KING TOLD HIM THE PLAN 
PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED TO MARCH ON THE OFFICE OF GOV. GEORGE 

" *-ACE IN MONTGOMERY# ALABAMA# ON FEBRUARY TWENTY 7.0# NEXT# 

.-‘A o BEEN CANCELED# AS KING INDICATED MORE TIME WAS NEEDED TO 
DEVELOP THE DETAILS OF THIS DEMONSTRATION. K. ,i INDICATED ' 

.’I TENTATIVELY PLANS TO RETURN TO JelmA,/aLA., JDN 


iJ TO 4 el'-:a,/ala. ,ni 
OR Th\: Fa/vJ MfVRNir 


THE NIGHT OF FEBRUARY TWENTY ONE# NEXT# OR THI3 £Af:LY MORNING 
FEBRUARY TWENTY TWO, NEXT. KING STATED THO ./ r . & SS MEETING 
1 - DEFINITELY PLANNED FOR LOWNDES COUNTY, ALft/, ON |he~ NI 

E '“ E0 " E ' HA 


-AGE ONE 
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NOT RECORDED 

183 f£B 19 1965 






44-557 

r 

} PLAN5 FOR THE 

area are under consideration, and DEFINITE Pl.and not 

u 7 ' D 

>.P.L• STAVED REV. RALPH ABERNATHY INDICATED P 

r.-:AT LOCAL NEGRO ORGANIZATIONS IN SELMA WILL SOON MAKE DEMANDS 
ON CITY AND COUNTY OFFICIALS TO HAVE NEGRO DEPUTIES AND NEGRO 
POLICE OFFICERS HIRED IN SELMA, AND THAT REFUSAL TO DO THIS 
WOU_D BE MET BY CONTINUED DEMONSTRATIONS AND ECONOMIC WITH¬ 
DRAWAL, WHICH ABERNATHY EXPLAINED WOULD MEAN LIMITED PURCHASING 
BY NEGROES FROM WHITE PERSONS WHO WOULD OPPOSE THE MEASURES. 

DALLAS COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRARS MADE THE APPEARANCE 
BOOK AVAILABLE AS OF NINE THIRTY A.M., CST, TODAY, AT WHICH 
TINE THERE WERE TWELVE WHITES AND TWENTY FIVE NEGROES IN LINE. 
NUMBER ONE FOUR ONE TWO WAS THE FIRST NUMBER ISSUED. 

CONTEMPT OF COURT HEARING FOR CORDY TINDELL VIVIAN IS 
STILL SCHEDULED FOR TWO THIRTY P.M. IN DALLAS COUNTY CIRCUIT 
COURT. BRIAN LANDSBERG AND GEORGE RAYBORN, DEPARTMENTAL 
ATTORNEYS ON THE SCENE AT SELMA BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM ADVISED AIRMAIL. END PAGE TWO 


:: two 


FEBRUARY TWENTY THIRD, NEXT; HOWEVER, OTKsT. 
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i-10 4 4-557 
PAGE THREE 

(£y) 

OFFICE OF CLERK OF U* S. DISTRICT COURT* 
MOBILE, ALA.> ADVISED THAT U-S. DISTRICT JUDGE ISSUED AN ORDER 
VriiS AN ASSUMING JURISDICTION OF THE CHARGES AGAINST C. T. 

VIVIAN AND HAS ORDERED HIM DELIVERED TO U. S. MARSHAL AND 
DIRECTED U.S. MARSHAL TO RELEASE VIVIAN ON SURETY BOND OF 
• REE HUNDRED DOLLARS ON THE CHARGE OF CONTEMPT OF COURT AND 
TUO HUNDRED DOLLARS BOND ON CHARGE OF CRIMINAL PROVOCATION. 

END 

WA SML 
FBI WASH DC 
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May 9, 1968 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

sssess— 

, ^0*74 


fa response to the Inquiries of your letter of 
May 3rd, I hare never made any statements to the effect that 
Martin Luther King was a communist* Information of this 
nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be released 
because of a Department of Justice order regarding all matters 
of a confidential nature. 

fa view of your concern about the menace of 
communism I am enclosing some material which I hope will 
be of help to you. Perhaps you will also want to read my 
books, 'Masters of Deceit," and "A Study of Communism. ” 
These were written to help readers gain an insight into the true 
nature of co mmunis t activities, both in this country and abroad. 
Copies may be available in your local library. 




Tolson _ 
D.Looc+i 

Uofrr_ 

Bishop 

Casper 


Holmes 
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Sincerely yours, 
Edgar Hoovetf 
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Enclosures (2) 

Directors Statement on Communism 3-27-67 

Director's Statement on Communist Influence in racial matters 2-16-67. 
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable'fa Bufiles, 

WMG: ( Jmf ^ / C\ ' 
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5 not identiilaple In Bufiles. 
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TRUE COPY 



Granite Falls 
Minn. 56241 
May 3, 1968 


!o7(c) 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
FBI 

Washington, D. C, 
Dear Mr. Hoover, 


ALL M’rORMAWjM CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
PATE^v^-BY SMitok!* 


I would be most grateful if you would me some 
information concerning the late Dr. Mar tin Luther King. 

j. Is it true that you called Dr. King a communist, and, if 

II so, where can I get the authenticated pro of ? 

Feeling that communism is a very real threat to our 
great United States, I am most eager to have this information. 


I ! d be most appreciative for whatever information you 
would be able to provide. 

Thank you. 




Sincerely yours, 


/s/ 
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